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11 DISSULEEION

British Colum,pia in the Supplemen-
tary Estimates— Canada at the
0 geensland Exhibition.

yisley Team to Sail June 27—Assis-
tance Sought for Montreal’s
Great Exhibition.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, April 16.—Sir Mackenzie
RBowell informed me to-day that parlia-
ment would be prorogued next Thurs-
day, and the formal dissolution take
place the following day. It is quite
within the competency of the govern-
ment to allow the parliament to die by
offlux of time, but they will not do this.
The proclamation of a dissolution natur-
ally calls for the fixing of a date for the
elections, and the general impression is
that the nominations will take place

about June 11 and vpolling about tha
18th. Some membersof the government
favor the week immediately after the
24th of May, but others say that this
will be inconvenient to the farming
community., The dates mentioned are
held to be the most convenient, as they
fall between seed time and haying.

The day was absolutely wasted in the
House of Commons through the obstruc-
tive tactics of the opposition,,who rais-
ed a discussion on the Soulanges canal
contracts and kept it up until midnight.
Not an item in supply passed.

The statement of the Columbian that
the government had broken its promise
to British Columbia in the matter of the
supplementary estimates displays the
editor’s ignorance. The supplementary
estimates for the fiscal year will show
that British Columbia receives liberal
appropriations.

The bill to permit the .subdivision of
polling districts in Victoria to secure
greater convenience was read a first time
in the Senate.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell says that a bill
will be introduced in the Commons deal-
ing with the electoral district of Yale-
Cariboo.

The 1"ty ameénd the fisheries act
givinz power to grant licenses to ripar-
ian owners to net salmon on non-tidal
waters has been. dropped owing to the
opposition of tne senators, Uiy €

The propesals for re-votes of lapsed
railway subsidies have ¥gen presented
by Hon. Mr. Haggart. They include
the Columbia aeid fouctenay $285,000.

New suhsldy propusals will be brought
down on Saturday. :

Che house will hold morning sessions
commencing Monday.

Commissioner Larke urges Canadian
manufacturers to take part in the
Queensland  exhibition, in Brisbhane,
next yvear. .

Dalton MeCarthy will not contest
Buarravrd division; he will probably run
in Centre Tororto.

Montreal is sending up a strong del-
egation to ask a quarter of a million for
the exhibition next year.

The Bisley team sails June 27.

NEWS OF THE DOMINION.

(Special to the Colonist.)
ToronTo, April 15.—The horse show

was opened at half-past two o’clock this

afternoon by His Excellency the Gov- |
ernor-General. At one o’clock a dis-|
tinguished party sat down to a special |
luncheon given by the horse show com-
mittee. At half-past two an address of
welcome to Lord Aberdeen was read on
behalf of the Horse Show Association
by Secretaryv Houston, and His Excel-
lency formnally declared the show open.

OriLria, April 16.—Rev. Alexander
Stewart died this morning after two
weeks’ illness, aged 91 years. He was
ordained in the English church by the
first bishop of Nova Scotia.

ToroxNTo, April 16.—Minnie McLauch-
lin, Laura Jacob and Maggie Burke, in-
mates of the Good Shepherd’s Refuge
at Parkdale, escaped on Tuesday night
and are now being cared for by friends,
who refuse to reveal their place of con-
cealment to the authorities. The girls
state that they were treated with great
severity, one of the punishments re-
sorted to being to put them on a diet of
bread and water. ¢

ToroxTo, April 16.—Bradstreet’s this
week says of trade in Ontario: ¢ Trade
during the past week has been quiet, in-
cident to the breaking up of the country
roads. For the past two months loco-
motion in the country has been difficult
owing to the excessive snow falls, and
now that spring has arrived there 1is
more than the usual amount of slush.
Tn many sections the roads are impassa-
ble. Wholesale trade is moderately
active. In dry goods a good many sort-
ing orders are coming from the cities
and large towns where spring stocks are
light.

MoxTREAL, April 16.—(Special)—It is
learned here that as soon as dissolution
takes place, Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.,
will be announced to deliver campaign
speeches at Montreal, Toronto, London,
Hamilton and Winnipeg.

ToroxTo, April 15.—(Special.)—At a
conference of committees of the church
of England synods in this province, held
here yesterday, a committee was ap-
pointed to wait on the Minister of Edu-
cation and urge further provisions for
religious instructionin the public schools
of the province by giving half an hour
daily during school hours for such in-
struction, and by the introduction of the
Bible as a text book.

Birrie, April 16.—A petition praying
for the commutation of the sentence of
Michael Brennan, the murderer of J. A.
Strathy, has been drawn up and is ex-
pected to be largely signed, mainly out

IMPERIAL FINANCES

The British Chancellor Presents His
Budget—The Largest Surplus
Ever Known.

Evidences of the Improved Condi-
tion of the Working Classes
—Government Proposals.

Loxpon, April 16.—This afternoon the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir Mich-
ael Hicks-Beach, made his budget state-
ment. He said the surplus for 1895-6
was £4,210,000, and he estimated the
expenditures for the current year at
£100,047,000. This, he said, had been a
wonderful year, and one of unexampled
revenue in spite of the fact that the ex-
penditures had been the largest since
the lagt war, The surplus was the larg-
est ever known, and a larger sum was

devoted to the reduction of the national
debt than had ever been known.

The condition of the working classes,
he continued, judging from the con-
sumption of tea, tobacco and sugar, had
materially improved, and it was a re-
markable fact that while the decrease in
the exports and' imports for the
first six ponths amounted  to
£7,631,000, the ', increase for the
second half of the year amounted to
£28,288,000. Tea, Sir Michael further
remarked, was driving coffee out of the
market, and British spirits were entirely
displacing the foreign product. The in-
crease in the import of tea was 10,000,-
000 pounds irom India.and Ceylon,
which had replaced much Chinese tea.
The increase in the import of tobacco
was £108,000 over the estimate,. chiefly
cigarettes. The customs authorities
calculated, he said, that £1,000,000
yearly was thrown into the gutter in the
shape of the ends of cigars and cigar-
ettes. The imports of wines had in-
creased £1,256,000; light wines were pre-
ferred. The revenue from heer had in-
creased £617,000, the death duties were
£2,881,000, and stamps, £1,629,000.
Referring to the estimates for the cur-
rent year, the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer eaid the expenditures were
placed at £100,047,000 and the revenue
calenlated wupon “was £101,755,000.
Touching upon a proposition for reduc-
tions sin expenses, Sir Michael said the
government proposed to reduce the
maximum land tax from 4s. in the
pound to 1s., which: would absorb £100,-
Q00 of - the surpluss Protisioh would-be
made for reducing the rating of farm
lands; £453,000 would be devoted to the
education bill, and £200,000 to a slight
alteration of the death duties. This, he
concluded, would leave a modest surplus
for contingencies.

The financial secretary of the treas-
ury, Hon. F. W. Hanbury, said that
representations had been made to the
United States relative to the mailing of
newspapers and a reply to this commu-
nication is awaited by the government.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach’s statement
in the House of Commons is commented
upon by all the newspapers this morn-
ing.

The Times and the Conservative

organs praise the Budget.
The Graphic, as a friend of the gov-
ernment, says: ‘‘Nothing will be gained
by pretending that it is anything but a
landlord’s budget.” ’

The Daily News, the Liberal organ,
gays: ‘‘Nobody who is not a landlord
will have any cause to thank the chan-
cellor of the exchequer.”

The Daily News also complains that
the income tax has not long been re-
duced.

The Chronicle, Liberal, says: * His
speech establishes Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach’s reputation and will rank him
among the great chancellors of the Glad-
stone type, but thereis nothing to praise
in his policy. The rich man with a rent
roll is the only man who will get relief.”

B
WINNIPEG WIRINGS.

Waunipea, April 16.—(Special)—Tke
Manitoba legislature, which adjourned
last month owing to the schools confer-
ference, was formally prorogued to-day
by Lieut. Governor Patterson. In his
speech at the close the Governor referred

to the removal by death of Sir Johm
Schultz, ex-lieut.-governor of the prov-
ince. Touching on the sehool question,
he said: *Since your last adjourn-
ment my government, through two
of its members, have met the
commissioners lately appointed by
the Dominion government to confer
upon the education question at issue be-
tween the two governments. The inter-
views between the commissioners repre-
genting the two governments respectively
were of the most harmonious nature;
but the Dominion commissioners did
not consider themselves at liberty to
accept either of the propositions made
by my government, and I regret to say,
therefore, that no settlement was effected.
It is hoped, however, that the proceed-
ings of the conference will throw some
additional light upon this difficult ques-
tion, and in the end contribute towards
its satisfactory solution.”

WinnipEG, April 15.—(Special)—dJohn
Kemp, second engineer of the Winnipeg
waterworks company, while oiling the
engine at the pump-house to-day fell in-
to the fly-wheel and was instantly dash-
ed to death, the body being mangled al-
most beyond recognition. The deceased
leaves a widow and one child.

The Manitoba government has wired
Lady Schultz tendering a state fun-
eral to the remains of S8ir John,
which are expected to reach this
city Sunday Or Monday from
St. Paul. On receiving Lady Schult_ﬁ

he necessa arrangements Wwi
1l.)eeprlxz’aﬁie. The borc?; will be taken to the
legislative chamber, where it will lie in
state for a few days. ) )

There is activity in Conservative cir-
cles in Winnipeg, the result of news
from Ottawa.

of sympathy for the prisoner’s family.

RIOTING N SPAIN

Denunciations of the Government’s
Conduct During the Elections—
Gens d’Armes Stoned.

Ministerial Circles Fear Action of
President Cleveland—More
Cruisers Getting Ready.

Mabprip, April 16.—The figures of the
polls at Madrid gives more votes than
there are registered electors. The Mar-
quis of Cabrinana was rot. elected. «He
only obtained 14,000, and has protested,
contending that votes in his favor were
given to other candidates. The Marquis
brought sensational charges of fraud
against the wunicipal council, which re-
sulted in a riot and considerable legal
complications, The Arts and Crafts

Guilds demand that the elections be
annulled.

At Imulada, in the province of Barce-
lona, there have been serious disturb-
ances. Workmen started a riot and
stoned the manufactory of a Liberal can-
didate who had been elected, and also
threw missiles at the police who tried to
disperse them, The riot was repeated
later, the gendarmerie being again
stoned, but the authorities, hur-
rying additional  forces  thither,
succeeded  with  some  difficulty
in restoring order. In the working class
and trading quarters of Madrid a project
is on foot for holding a large demonstra-
tion against the conduct of the govern-
ment during the elections. The guilds
of Madrid have been convoked. They
propose to close for one day all the
shops as a protest, and will also hold an
indignation meeting. The Chamber will
be possessed of no significance regarding
international politics. The majority
will follow Senor Canovas blindly.

El Correo, organ of Senor Sagasta,
publishes an article describing to-day’s
situation exactly. It says: ‘‘The re-
sponsibility of the mon:rchical parties is
immense. If they do not act as they
ought we shall not be surpriced if public
opinion abandons them and takes to
dangerous courses. The official L’Epoca
savs the Cortes will soon, with-
out foreign mediation, discuss larger
reforms in Cuba. Were it not for the
state of war these reforms, says L’Epoca,
would be in force there aiready. The
Cortes will decide if, despite the state of
war, reforms must be applied whatever
may be the ovinion” of General Weyler.
This declaration of I’Epoca means that
the government bezins to see the neces-
sity of implunting reforms in Cuba be-
fore friendly -advice comes from the
United States.”’

Ministerial circles begin to fear that
Mr. Cleveland will toon take action in

SOUDAN" DIFFICULTIEN.

The Barbarous African Tribes As-
sume a Threatening Attitude
—The Czar’s Coronation.

International Copyright—Financial
Matters in Chili—Expelled
Missionary Knapp.

Loxpon, April 15.—The Rome corres-
pondent of the Times declares that the
Soudan question is developing into a
 guestion - of - the - mastery -of - the ‘whole
Northeastern -Africa. ‘‘Evidence ac-
cumulates,” says this correspondent,
‘“not strong enough to justify an ulti-
matum, but sufficient to convince any
competent observer that France and
Russia are beginning the work of
organizing the barbarous tribes of that
immense mountain country in such a

manner that some day a torrent of them
may pour down on all the adjacent
possessions of European nations.”

The Daily News reports that 10,000
British troops are going to the Soudan
in the autumn.

A Capetown dispatch says that Mr.
Rutherford, local agent of the Debeers
mining company, who has been under-
going trial on acharge of having shipped
arms to the Uitlanders at - Johannesburg
for use in the late uprising, has been
fined £20. C. Van Boeschoten, under
secretary of state for the Transvaal, sail-
ed from here for Europe to-day.

Mr. -Bayard, the United States am-
bassador, was a guest last night at the
dinneér of the institution of civil en-
gineers, and responded to a toast.
Among the guests also present were the
Duke of Teck, the Right Hon. George
Goschen, first lord of the Admiralty,
and a host of other prominent persons.

A despatch to the Times irom St.
Petersburg says: ‘A scene of pomp
witnessed by thosands to-day was_the
removal of the Imperial crowns and re-
galia from the winter palace for con-
veyanee to Moscow for the coronation of
the Czar. There was an imposing cor-
tege of state carriages with the masters
of ceremonies, an official bearing the re-
galia on gold embroidered cushions and
troopers of the horse guards with drawn
swords riding at the side of each carriage
with & great military display, giving a
foretaste of the gorgeous scenes o be
enacted at Moscow.”

758 Phoves has & dispatch from Sgnti=
ago de Chili’ mcdifying somewhat the
intelligence published in the Times yes-
terday morning ef the financial distrust

xisting in Chili. This dispatch says:
“Since my last telegram the financial
situation bas much improved and confi-
dence is returning. It appears that the

the Cubpn matter, though it is expected
that his'action will be mild. In suchj
case the position ‘of the government‘
would be extremely difficult and the
leaders of parties generally are very un-|

communication irom the
government in any shape
ever. The armament of two
class trans-Atlantic steamers as
cruisers has been almost finished.

fantry. The Minister of Marine has
been authorized to buy two torpedo boats
in England.

The wheat and flour syndicate of Bar-
celona has headed the list with a $10,000
subscription to defray the expenres of
the Catalan volunteer battalion for Cuba.
Paris, April 16.—The papers here
generally discuss the Spanish_elections,
put many of the best informed hold that
such a sweeping Conservative victory is
not a good omens for relations between
Spain and the United States. It is
pointed out that it is better to haveall

times of crisis like the present, and
there are fears that Canovas may be im-
pelled to unwise action by the knowledge
of the strength of his following.

CORONATION OF THE CZAR.

St. PETERSBURG, April 16.—The offi-
cial programme of the festivities attend-
ing the coronation of the Czar next

ceremonies will begin.on May.6 and last
for twenty days. On the 6th the Czar

and Czarina will arrive in Moscow and
take up their residence at the Petrowsky
palace. On the 7th and 8th the Czar’s
pirthday is celebrated; on the 9th
occurs the triumphal entry of their
majesties into Moscow, with the
Te Deum in the cathedral of Uspensky,
and in the evening the Czar and Czarina
will retire for three days to the Alex-
andrinsky palace. On the 10th is the
grand reception of ambassadors and
diplomats in the throne room of the
Kremlin; and from the 11th to the 13th
the Imperial couple will travel from one
sanctuary to another, saying prayers.
There will also be a reyiew of the y
guards, the blessing of the Ozar’s stand-
ard in the Kremlin, the Erocessx_on of
the crown jewels, and on the evening of
the 13th  the entrance of their
Majesties into the Kremlin amid
the roaring of cannons, after which
all true Ruesians are expected to
spend half the night in prayer. The
14th is coronation day, the eveuing be-
ing devoted to a banquet in the Grano-
witja palace. From the 14§h to the 2ch
there will be ‘grand illuminations, din-
ners and balls to the nobles of all coun-
tries, including a ball and concert at the
German and Austrian embassies, the
celebration of the Empress’ birthday on
the 25th, and on the 26th Their Majes-
ties will leave Moscow.

WixnieEg, Apiil 16. — The general
store of M. Dagg, Rothwell, was de-

stroyed by fire to-day.

easy as regards the state of effairs.” The | Paris, 29 nations, (
Duke de Tetuan, foreign minister, last - 8., being represented. M. Bourgeois,

night declared that he had received no| the premier, made a speech oi welcome,
American | and M. de F:revclnet, the distinguished

what- | statesman and savant, was elected presi-
first | dent oi the congress.

6 officers, 81 sailors and 72 marine in-; who was ai

parties more equally represented in|

month has been decided upen. 'I‘hel

government have sapported the bank,
and fears for the safety of the conversion
plans are disappearing.”

The international copyright confer-
ence hes opened at the foreign office in
including the U.

Rev. George P. Knapp, the American
missionary staiioned at Bitlis, who was

The vessels will be ready in two days. cbarged by the Turkish authorities with
Each is to be manned by 1 commander, | stirring up the Armenians to revolt, and

terwards said to be detained
‘ By the Vali of Diarbekir, has arrived at
* Aleopo. :
i Tne Times announces that Sir Charles
'Tiivers Wilson, president of the Grand
Trunk railway, will go to Canada in a
_sbort time in connection with the busi-
i ness of that company.
| Xmperor Frauncis Joseph hag bestowed
‘the order of the Golden Fleece upon the
German imperial cbancellor, Prince Ho-
henlolie, and Emperor William has dec-
orated Count Gotuchowski, Austrian
minister for foreian affairs, with the or-
der of the Black Eagzle.
i Count von Lamberg, and Princess
{ Dorothea von Hohenlohe, youngest
i daughter of Prince Constantine von Ho-
| henlohe Schillingfurst, were married
i here this morning. Cardinal Gruscha,
|:archbishop of Vienna, officiated.
Emperor William had lunch to-day at
Josepnstadt barracks and warmly toasted
Emperor Francis Joseph and the Aus-
't1ian army, cryiag thrice ‘‘ Eljen.”

i —_——
BEHRING SEA ARBITRATIGN.

i WasHINGTON, April 15. - The senate in
execative session to-day ratified the

| Behring sea arbitration treaty. The
| treaty provides for a commission to ar-
bitrate the claims made by citizens of
England against the United States for
seizures of vessels.engaged in the capture
of fur seals prior to the Paris award. It
was verbally amended by the committee
on foreign relations but not an'extent
to materially change its purport. The
Senate ratified it without making any
changes in addition to those made in
committee and without any dissenting
vote. The agreement was explained by
Senator Sherman, chairmaan of the com-
mittee on foreign relations, and by Sena-
tors Gray and Cullom. Senators Hoar
and Chandlerecriticizedthe wording of the
document but interposed noobstacle toits
final adoption. Some questions were
asked as to the amount involved in the
proposed settlement, and it was stated
in reply that this could not be definitely
given. The nearest approach to the
figures possible was the sum which Sec-
retary Gresham had agreed to pay,
which was something less than half a
million dollars.

Tacoma, April 15.—On the recount
Fawcett, thecitizens candidate, has been
declared elected by a majority of two
over the Republican nominee.

The World’s Fa.r Tests
showed no baking powdet
8o pure or so great in leav:
ening power as the Royal.

TRANSVAAL ARMING

Reinforcements for Matabeleland—
The Czarewitch Dying—Ger-
many’s New Colony. :

Landslide in Switzerland—Nicara-
guan Rebels Want Peace—
Olympian Games Ended.

Lo~xpoN, April 16.-—A dispatch to the
Times from Johannesburg points out the
threatening condition of affairs in the
S6tith “African republic. It says that
while President Kruger’s policy is to
dissuade England from displaying force
in South Africa on the plea that it might
excite the burghers, the Transvaal is
arming to the teeth.

The Standard also dwells upon the
anxiety concerning affairs in Matabele-
land, and says that the Marquis of
Lansdowne, secretary of state for war,

Field Marshal Wolseley, the commander-
in-chief of the army, and Mr. Chamber-
lain, Secretary of State for the colonies,
conferred last evening with reference to
sending reinforcements to South Africa.
It is understood that some of the troope
which are coming home from India will
be ordered to land at Cape Town.

The Standard has a dispatch from

Nice which says the Czarewitch, Grand
Duke George of Russia, who has con-
sumption, has had a relapse and spits
blood constantly. Royal personages
from all over Europe are constantly tel-
egraphing here for news of the patient’s
condition.
A telegram has just been received
from Nargarote which says a messenger
from the rebels is now on the way to
that city bearing a message from the
leaders of the revolt to the U.S. minis-
ter, Mr. Lewis Baker. The only terms
that President Zelaya is willing to con-
sider are unconditional surrender on tke
part of the armed forces and the giving
up for trial of the Jeaders. The pro-
gress of events recently has been steadily
against the rebel cause. General Pais,
of the government forces, has taken las
Limas *rom the rebels, several hundred
of them being killed.

The Boersenhaile has a despatch from
Caracas, Vene:uela, saying that a settle-
of the railway claim made by Germany
on bebalf of German subjects has been
signed by representatives of the Dis-
conto Geasselshaft, North German bank
and the government of Venezuela; the
latter agrezing to pay 36,000,000 boliviars,

The National Zeitung announces that
the German government is negotiating
with the New Guinea Company to take
over Kaiser Wilhelmsland as an Im-
perial colony.’

An Atheus dispatch to the Timessays:
“ The mayor of the city gave a banquet
to the athletes who competed in the
Olympian games to-night. The Crown
Prince Constantine and the ministers of
Greece were present. A reception was
given to-night at which the Crown
Prince took leave of the athletes.”

An immense landslide has occurred at
Trub, 20 miles east of Berne, Switzer-
land. Many farms have been devastat-
ed and entire woods carried off. - The
loss is said to be most serious. e

Victor Oscar Tilgner, the celebrated
Austrian sculptor, died in Vienna to-
day from & stroke of apoplexy. Death
occurred only a few days before the time
fised for unveiling his masterpiece, a
monument of Mozart. He was in his
52nd year.

The steamer conveying Li Hung
Chang to Russia, on the way to attend
the ceremonies at the Czar’s coronation
at Moscow, is to be escortzd through the
Mediterranean by a Russian warship.

The Independence Belge publishes a
rumor to the effect that the trial of Capt.
Lothaire, the Belgian official charged
with illezally hanging an English trader
named Stokes at Kilung, near the river
Aruwimi, in the Congo State, was con-
cluded with his acquittal at Bombay yes-
terday.

Beerkohm Tiee writes to the papers
to complain that although he has paid
théusands of pounds to George Du Mau-
rier, the author of ¢ Trilby,” and Paul
Potter, the dramatic adapter, provincial
companies throughout the kingdom are
playing “Trilby’’ without paying a far-
thing of royalty, owing to the anomalies
of the copvright law.

The Standard announees that ex-King
Milan of Servia will start in May for a
"tour of the United States, which may
extend to San Francisco and around the
world.

The Paris correspondent of the Times
says that Emperor William’s journey
was undertaken in order to demonstate
the solidity of the dreibund. A Vienna
despatch te the Times points out that
the treaties forming the dreibund renew
themselves automatically every five
years, unless they are denounced by one
of the parties concerned. The last re-
newal, says the despatch, occurred in
1892. The Austra-German entente,
however, is binding for an indefinite
period, and is therefore not subject to
periodical renewal.

The serutiny of the election returns in
the Spanish provinces show that there
are only slight differences in the figures
from first count, which do not affect the
result. The inhabitants of Madrid are
very generally signing a petition to an-
nul the elections.

The Rome correspondent of the Chron-
icle says there is no confirmation there
of the rumor that the Italians have de=«
feated the Abyssinians and relieved
Adegrat.

The court circalar announces that
Queen Victoria at Cimiez has received
the Emperor of Germany’s aide de camp,
Major Jacobs, who brought a letter from
the Emperor to the Queen.

A despatch to the Times from Suakim
says: ‘‘ Yesterday (Wednesday) a force
from Tokar with a number of iriendly
Arabs encountered Osman Digna’s force
of dervishes and killed 85 of theenemy’s
cavalry and 50 of his infantry. The

Egyptians lost seven killed.”

BULUWAYO IN DANGER.

Hostility of the Matabeles Wide-
spread—Cape Colony Garrison
to Be Inereased.

Boer Policy to Drive British Out of
South Africa—Chamberlain’s
Statement.

Lo~xpox, April 17.—Alarming reports
reached here to-day from Cape Town
and other parts of South Afriea -regard-
ing the situation in Matabeleland, Ac-
cording to one report over 15,000 rebels
are massing for an attack upon Bulu-
wayo. This is believed to be overdrawn
by the Secretary of State for the Colon-
ies and the officials of the British Char-
tered South Africa Company, who say
they have no fear for the safety of Bulu-
wayo.

In the Bouse of Commons this after-
noon Mr. Chamberlain, replying to a
question on the subject said that
the government had decided
to replace the ‘troops withdrawn
from Natal and Cape Town, therefore a
battalion of the lineand body of mounted
infantry would be despatched to these
places as soon as possible. The move-
ment, he added, was connected with the
decision of the government to perman-
ently increase the strength of the garri-
son of Cape Colony, a step which had
been urged by the military authorities
who were of the opinion that the pres-
ent garrison at Cape Town was in-
adequate for the defence of the dock
yard and coal deposits. This announce-
ment of Mr. Chamberlain’s was greeted
with loud cheers and was looked upon as

‘meaning that the government had finally

decided to send adequate reinforcements
of troops to South Africa.

Mr. Chamberlain added, however,
that except in the greatest emergency
the Imperial troops were not suited to
the work of quelling a native insurrec-
tion, which, in the government’s
opinton, can most promptly be dealt
with by the local forces. There was, he
also added, an ample nnmber of men and
a sufficient supply of arms for that pur-
pose in South Africa. The only difii-
culty experienced was that of transport-
ing the men and supplies from one point
to another. Finally Mr. Chamberlain
said that the government was prepared
to authorize the recruiting, if necessary.
of colonial troops for the suppression of
the distarbances in South Africa; but
the chartered company would have to
bear the expenses.

CaperowN, April 17.—An immense
bedy of Matabeles is massed for an at-
tack on Buluwayo, which could not hold
out against the rushing charge of the
native regiments. Officials of the char-
tered company say they have no fear
that Buluwayo will be captured, but the
babit of underrating the strength of an
enemy has led to many historical disas-
ters to British arms. The Matabeles
bave been steadily gathering for weeks
with the intention, apparently, of
attacking Buluwayo. The re-capture
of King Lobengula’s capital would
be a fearful blow to the ‘ par-
amount power in Sonth Africa.”
The available force of volunteers, etc.,
at Buluwayo is not believed to be over
700 men. Machine guns have been hur-
ried to the front from the British flag-
ship St. George, the market place has
been constructed into a stong Laagerold
police camp, and the outside of the town
and other points have been fortified, but
it would take many men and many ob-
structions to withstand a living tidal
wave of over 10,000 fearless Matabeles,
especially if it is true that they are be-
ing aided and abetted by Boer command-
ants.

The difficulty in obtaining news of the
uprising increases, owing to the restric-
tions of the authorities, but ihe situa-
tion about Buluwayo has grown darker.
The rebellion is so widespread that a
large force of troops will be necessary to
restore order, and the home government
ig blamed for postponing the dispatch of
strong reinforcements. The inaction of
the war office is due to the desire of Mr.
Chamberlain to avoid anything which
might be construed into an attempt to
coerce the South African republic; but
while Mr. Chamberlain holds his hands
the Boers are openly drilling under im-
ported German instructors, accumulat-
ing arms and ammunition, constructing
fortifications and bringing heavy guns
from Germany. The policy of President
Kruger here is one of delay, to avoid do-
ing or saying anything definite until
the Transvaal is in a position to
defy Great Britain and the inde-
pendence of the South African re-
public can be declared. The Orange
Free State may be actually incorporated
into a republic, natives will everywhere
be incited to rise against British rule,
and an attempt will be made to drive
the British out of South Africa. This
plan is openly talked of among the
Boers, but the home authorities seem
utterly blind to the danger ahead, and
the Chartered Company are doing every-
thing possible to suppress the truth.
The belief is growing that nothing short
of a terrible disaster, such as the capture
of Buluwayo, will bring the government
to its senses.

The Times’ Berlin despatch says that
Prince Arenberg, who was succeeded as
chairman of the committee of the Ger-
man Colonial office by Dr. Peters,
Dr. Hammacher and other influential
members who seceded from the Colon-
ial Association on account of the scan-
dalous reports published of Dr. Peters’
conduct during his explorations in Afri-
ca, have formen a new association.

Arthur Cecil, the actor, is8 dead at
Brighton.

Parties in Spain, as the results of the
late elections, are divided somewhat as
follows, though the returns are not all
in: Conservatives, 318; Liberals, 87;
Dissident CGonservatives, 5; Indepen-
dents, 11; Carlists, 10, and Republic-

ans 3.




