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ELOOD PROBLEM IN ONTA

RIO MAY

SOON BE AS SERIOUS AS IN OHIO

-y

Every Year Sees Greater

Risk to Human Life and

Damage to Property— Writer Says Streams Can
Be Made Safe. Navigable and Power Producers.

By Jack South in the Toronto Star
Weekly.]

Has Ontario a river problem like
»f Ohio? Are 1t all likely to b
aven on a small scale, a flood disaster
fike that which overtook Dayton
the other cities and towns along
Miami River? 1Is there mno way
preventing the annual floods, and
conserving the enormous waste
water, not only for prod: electric
energy, but for pur~oses
and irrigation as
questions the Ontario ci
asking himself during t

Floods are common on a number
our rivers. The property damage
been enormous, the loss of
although smaller than would have
expected, large enc ugh to
alarm. Some of the best known
amples of floods in the 1
years are the ones on the Crec
Toronto, on March 7, 1910,
list in April, 1912, including the se:
floods on the whole Grand River sys
tem (which is the real danger point
in the province) on the River Boyne
at Alliston, the Sydenham and the Pot-
tawatamie at Owen Sound, the Speed
at Guelph, the Saugeen at Southamp-
ton and Durham, the Ridcau at Otta-
wa, the Big Head X.ver at Meaford,
and the Thames at London and Chat-
ham. This spring has seen still more
floods, and apparently the event has
oecome established as an annual fixX-
-ure. Among the many points threat-
ened on the Grand River are the im-
portant cities and towns of Brant-
{ord, Galt, Caledonia and Dunnville. An
idea of the rapidity the flow of
water at flood tide may be gained from
the estimate of City Engineer James,
of Brantford, that on one Sunday in
April, 1912, twice as much water passed
through the river at that
usually flows past in six months!

Two Aspects of the Question.

There are two of the qu
tion, the preservation of life and prop-
erty, and the economic problem f
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securing a uniformity of river flow to
produce electrical puwer and to provide
regularity of navigation. As for the
danger to human life have been
fortunate up to the but
should be prepared emer
gency, and keep the safety
always to the front.

The commercial advantage of an even
flow of river water is undoubted. What
it means for navigation the people on
the Grand River system especially
know to their when in the sum-
mer, the river is but a trickling stream.
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this extract from the report on Water
issued by the Canadian Con-
servation Commission: “The uniform-
ity of the flow of water greatly at-
focts the values of water powers situ-
1oon the various watercourses.
example, the St. Lawrence, owing
great storage capacity of the
res found in the Great
has the most uniform flow of
r in North America; or
) world.
This yroblem: Can
the jal assets and at
jeopardizing the
reopie who live along
4 If anyone could give an an-
5V should the Ontario Gov-
erniment. With commendable persist-
deputations from Grand River
waited on the cabinet in
years and have urged ac-
the present nothing has
done. The Government in an-
swer to a guestior by Thomas Mar-
shail, M.P.P, for Monck, one ©of the
censtituencies through which the trou-
blesome river flows, stated a few weeks
ago that 2 hydrographic survey of the
Grand River wautershed had been made
by a Government engineer. It is strange
that such a 1eport had not been made
public before this time; it is likely,
however. that the long silence will be
broken soon. There is a motinon before
the Legislature now for the production
of all reports on the subject, and, more-
over, the Grand River Improvement
Acgociation has held another meeting
since the Ohio floods, and has deter-
mined to send a still larger deputation
to the Prime Minister and impress him
with the fact that something must be
done. One of the recasons assigned this
week by a member of the House to ex-
plain the apparent apathy of the Gov-
ernment is that any comprehensive
s heme should be adopted for the
Grand, coustituents in the neighbor-
hood of all the rivers in the province
would ask for equal treatment for
tten.selves. Thig same factor operates
to deilay other public works. It is
stated aly, example, that the
Government. would not hesitate a mo-
ment in giving a substantial out and
out gift to the permanent Toronto-
Hamilton roadway scheme, were it not
afraid of the consequences.
Causes of the Floods.
chief causes of river floods are
agreed upon. Deforestation
y drainage of swamps must bear
Woods the source of
and along the banks check the
the little rivulets from rush-
into the stream. They
water back, and tend to
the flow. Swamps perform
a similar service., The figures of fin-
ancial floods in the TUnited
States, increasing year by year, as the
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build dams to store the water
off gradually when needed.
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UNLESS PROMPT STEPS ARE TAKEN

undertaking too

the largest yet! The only guar- \

vast for private ef-
forts, nor can it best be accomplished
ny individual states acting alcne. The
storing of floods in reservoirs at the
head waters of our streams is but an
eniargement of our present policy of
river control, under which levees are
built in the lower stretches of the same
stieams. The Government should con-
struct and maintain these reser-
voirs as it does wother public works.
Where their purpose is to regulate the
flow of streams, the water should be
turned freely into the channels in the
dry season to take the same course
under the same laws the natural
flow.

as

The Great Big “If.”

There is no doubt of the commercial
usefulness of dams and reservoirs, and
alep their protection to human life by
lessening floods—if, and in this
the IF should be written in as large
canitals as the type allows, and the
reader should imagine that it is still
lurger—IF the dams don’'t break. But
a study of the floods, not only the last
ones in Ohio, but all the serious ones
in the States, the famous Seine floods
in 1910, which brought deaths the
rural localities of France, and sensa-
tional property loss and inconvenience
to Paris, and our own water disturb-
arces in Ontario forces the belief that
the building of dams is risky business,
for in all these cases the news ac-
counts are full of the expression, “The
bursting of the dam caused the worst
devastation,” or ‘‘increased the extent
of the disaster.” Take a couple of ex-
amples close at home. The electrical
power dam on the Credit River at
Erindale broke in the spring of 1910,
and again in 1912, and considerably
heightened the loss from those floods.

case
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mills right in the c. ’‘re of the city of
Owen Sound burst diring & period of
river stress, and the rush of waters
submerged a part of the bubiness sec-
tion. More spectacular instances have
occurred at Dayton, Akron and Peru,
and, in 1911, at Austin, Pa, not to
mention historical examples further
back last century.
Many Small Unit Dams.

“l wouldn’'t live in Fergus if there
was a big dam or reservoir on the
Grand River above the town,” was the
emphatic statement of a citizen of
that place, when discussing the ques-
tion this week. “I should be in constant
terror.” 'This opinion is a natural one,
and is probably shared by a large num-
ber of people in Ontario. The only
apparently safe way to build a big
reservoir is to have it spread over a
large area. This, however, involves
the expropriation of a lot of territory
or both sides of the river for a long
way back. This would be an expensive
proposition, although quite feasible.
The trouble that there would al-
ways be the example of one at least
of the reservoirs in the Ohio country.
It was six miles long, and extended
over much ground, but it was one of
the dams that barst.

There is a last resource to fall back
on and it sounds like the best of all
—the Dbuilding many small unit
dams on the rivers near their sources
and on their little trilutaries. By this
means, the wild flow of the waters
is retarded to very appreciable ex-
tent, and the energy of the flood di-
minished. The work evidently should
be done either by the Government, or
under strict governmental supervision
and control. No expense should be
spared to insure, as far as humanly
possible, the efficiency of the work.

Whatever the solution—the difficul-
ty faces the peovnle of Ontario, and
they should not be satisfied until defin-
ito and correlated steps have been
taken to get sufficient commercial
benefits from the rivers of the prov-
ince, and vet above all, to protect with
every safeguard human life and prop-
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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL

‘Miss M. E. Fleming, Grand Avenue School.]

GRADE THREE.

The Third Grade of the public school
is’ one of transition, coming as it does
between the strictly primary grades
and those of more advanced studies.
The aim, therefore, is to make this
transition natural and pleasant, while
there is awakening in the child’'s mind,
a growing knowledge of his own men-
tal powers,

Here the pupil should form the im-
portant connection between learning to
read and reading to learn. In order
to accomplish this, a great variety of
atiractive reading material must
presented, that the pupil may dis-
cover for himself, through his own
natural love of stories, that the ability
to read is a key, which will open for
him many future treasures. The ma-
terial used, besides the regular school
reader, consists of a number of sets of
supplementary books supplied by
school board and public library,

be
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nu-
papers, and a library of the pupils’
own story books brought to school for
general use. Reading is done hoth
silently and orally, and when the
former is used, pupils are encouraged
to tell what they have read
to the of the c in order to see
that have grasped thought
The power they have gained through
the use of phonics enables them to
make for themselves the majority
words, and most of them take a
great pride in exerc g this power.
In oral reading, clear and distinct
lenunciation is encouraged, rather than
an attempt to give a forced elocutionary
expression, unnatural to the child.
The principal aim in the composii
work in this grade, is to get
express
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merous stories cut from magazines and |

imaginary autobiographies of
things, descriptions of events,
imaginary, and dramatic
tions of well-known stories.
gives the teacher an opportunity to
correct common errors of speech, to
suggest better forms of expression, and
| to encourage distinct and clear utter-
ance. Constant repetition of such
forms as: I saw; I did; they were, etc,,
is given in order to Impress these cor-
rect forms on the¢ child's mind, and
to make them a habit of speech. Writ-
ten work is given in the form of short
stories or descripiions consisting of a
few sentences, which must be com-
menced and ended correctly. The
simple style of a friendly letter ig also
introduced here,

As the pupil now
in writing, great attention paid to
obtaining a free and easy, muscular
movement, This is done by practicing
a great variety of written exercises
and the constant supervision of all
writing involved in spelling and com-
position work, to see that move-—
ment gained in these is properly ap-
plied. Writing on the blackboard Is
continued, it encourages freedom
and self-reliance.
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real orj

visits to the market or to different
stores, purchasing articles and making
out bills for the same. Measurements
are performed, using such units -as
inch, foot, yard, pint and quart, and
the relation of parts to wholes, such
as one-half, one-quarter, one-third,
etc.

The aim of the geography and na-
ture study in this grade is to help the
child to better understand what he
sees around him, to encourage him to
investigate for himself and to broaden
his sympathies and interests. To do
this his attention is drawn to - local
factories and industries with their out-
put, sources of food supplies, where,
and from what common objects are ob-
tained. He is encouraged to notice
natural phenomena as clouds, rain,
winds, temperature and scasons Wwith
their special characteristics. Physical
conditions around the city are noted
such as river, hills, trees, birds, etc.
Attention is drawn to public buildings
and places of historical interest. This
all forms a good foundation on which
to build the more formal geography of
succeeding grades.,

To excite an interest in history, the
life and work of early expiore in-
ventors and heroes, is told in the form
of stories. Comparisons are made be-
tween pioneer days and those of ' the
present time, and the idea of the
growth of a settlement to a city is de-
veloped, Pictures cut from magazines
and papers, and the use of the sand
table, make real and vivid many facts
in history and geography, which are
otherwise unintelligible to the child.
In teaching spelling an effort is made
to impress particularly on the mind
such words as the child needs to use
in his written exercises and those
within his own vocabulary. A con-
stant repetition of such words being
necessary, only three mnew ones are
introduced each day, the rest of thg
period being taken up with reviews of
former words. Pupils are encouraged
to notice words on signs and wagons
on the street, as this traing the eye to
readily grasp correct form. Most pu-
pils enjoy learning new words for
themselves, either in this way or
through their knowledge of phonics.
The fact that without a healthy body
the mind is sadly handicapped m:x_kes
the subject of hygiene always an im-
portant one. Talks are given to the
pupils on the benefit of fresh air and
sunshine, cleanliness of the body u.nd
clothing, and regular habits of eating
and drinking. The value of lcun‘nct
breathing and upright position in
walking and sitting ja further 1mMm-
pressed by suitable corrective apd de-
velopment exercises given in periods of
physical training.

Ar: work is used as a means to open
the minds, of the pupils to beauty in
form and color around them, and to
give them another medium through
which to express thought. Water
colors, pencil, and charcoal are used,
and pupils mix different Ums' for
themselves from the three primary
colors. They also illustrate stories,
using pencil or charcoal. Handwork in
the form of constructing objects from
stiff paper or cardboard is of great
value in training the eye and hand,
developing a sense of pru]u',rtinn and
fixing habits of accuracy neat-
ness, while appealing strongly to ;he
child’s fondness for “making something
real.”

The

“!

and

combhines
of songs
the Yyear.
scales and
from the

in thig grade
theory and the study
ble to the season of
practice is given in
simple exercises

music

singing
notes.
e e————
“mhis, I presume, is a study in st
life,” rrm;«i‘l:mi the Mere Man. “No,
sir: that is a landscape,” replied the
Artist haughtily. “That is a March
sunset.”” “Oh, pardon me! I thought
it was a fried egg,” apologized
Mere Man.—Judge.
“I have a perfect horror of embon-
point,” said Mrs. Twigger. - “So have
I” chirped Mrs. Flinders. “There is

still

the
|

always some kind of epidemic threat-
ening peace of mind.”- -Birming-
ham Age-Herald.
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PILES CURED IN 6 TO 14 DAYS.

Your druggist will refund money if
PAZO OINTMENT fails to cure any case
of Itching, Blind, Bleeding or Protruding
Piles in 6 to 14 days. b0c. t

our

For information that will lead
to the discevery or whereabouts
of the person or persons suffer-
ing from Nervous Debility, Fits,
Skin Disease, Blocod Poison,
Genito Urinary Troubles, and
Chronic or Special Compiaints
that cannot be cured at The
Ontario Medical Institute, 263-

265 Yonge Street, Toronto.
Btf-xt

is a reliable old Englis
Home remedy for —

COUCHS, COLDS,

Asthma, Bronchitis, &
&ll Lung & Throal Troubles.

FREE TO ALL SUFFERE

ufeel ‘'OUT OF SORTS WN'or'GOT THE
R from KID} , BLADDER
CIIRONIC WEAKNESSES,ULCERS,SKIN ERUPTIO
write for my FREE book. THE r INS 1
MEDICAL BOOK EVER WRITTEN ALL abeuat these
DISEASES and the REMARKABLE CURES EFFECTED

£ B
THE NEW FRENCH REMEDY. Roil. No2. N

THERAPION '

URSELF
ifit's the remedy for YOUROWN ment. Don't send acent.
Absoluteiy FREE. No'follow circulars. DR.-LECLERC
Mib. Co, HAVERSTOCK RD, H
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HE dainty embodiment of
the queenlyrose’s fragrance,
"Made of best Italian Tale,
ground to impalpable fineness, to
which are added soothing, healing,
antiseptic ingredients, Na-Dru-Co
Royal Rose Powder
keeps the skin soft, comfortable,
healthy and beautiful.
toilet delight.
25c. a tin, at your Drugg

Talcum

It is a

or write for free sample to

NATIONAL DRUG AND CHEMICAL Co,
OF CANADA, LIMITED, - MONTREAL.
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Cover Better—Wear Longer—Protect—Beautify
Every can contains Full Imperial Measure. No
matter what your painting requirements are

MINERVA PAINTS

Will give you absolute satisfaction, and the most

economical results.

Ask the ““Minerva” Agency for descriptive color folders

O'eH & Bennett ar‘dware‘
Talbot Street, Opposite Market,
C. W. Summers, Hamilton Road,
Westland Bros., Wortley Road,

The value goes up with
the volume. We're mak-
ing Ford cars better as we
make more of them—that’s
the reason we can’t keep
pace with the demand. In-
sure yourself against

disappointment by getting
your Ford today.

Our factories, produced nearly a
a million Model T's. Price

$675, Touring Car, $750, Towy
—f.0.b Walkerville, Ont., with all
For particulars get

arter of

R
Car,
equipment.

an in-
It’s free—
Ford Motor
291-3-5 Dun-

b1

mabout,
$1,000
“Ford Times’
teresting automobile magazine.

from Walkerville facte
Company of Canada, Limlited.
das Street, Loondon, Ontario,
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and others sa

Steele,
Steele,
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No other Root
insist on having them—
id to be Just as good.

When you ask for ¢ ROOT SEEDS” insist on getting :—

Briggs’
Briggs’
Briggs’
Briggs’
Briggs’

“Royal Giant” Sugar Beet.

“Prize Mammoth Long Red” Mangel.

“ Giant Yellow Oval” Mangel.

“ Giant Yellow Globe” Mangel and

“Giant White Sugar” Mangel.

crops produce so large an amount of desirable cattle food for winter
shey're the best—refuse substitutes

Sold by leading Merchants everywhere In Canada

STEELE, BRIGGS SEED

HAMILTON

C0., Limited

TORONTO WINNIPEG
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