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Jlord Somerten’s Ally,

CHAPTER XLIII,
. ‘He-turned to go, and the earl said:
“T wish you to take a letter to the

trector, or, rather, to the man who will
‘,he the rector of Blairwood, if he 1s as
ysensible as I take him to be. If not”
r——he shrugged his shoulders—*“I shall
eruin him, and ruin means death to a
Jsick wife, and his name in the Gazette
¢If he prefers this to an assured future,
llI must send you to a clerical friend
‘;«v.‘ mine in London, though such a
jconrse will cause talk. Miss Sterne
"hecomes Lady Somerton to-morrow,
b{emp,"

“Yes, my lord. I am sure that I
gwish you much happiness,” murmured
| Kemp.

“While you help Miss Sterne to her
“Ireakfast, I will write my letter to
{the Rev. Mr. Lawson, and it will be
fready for you in an houf; By the
i way, Kemp!” i

¥Yes, my lord.”

*If you please, do not keep that ap-
pointment with Stretton in the Long
‘Walk to-night. The man is dangerous.
1 hear that he has uttered all kinds

“'I‘]u wukvw

no’ one must klow of thpwodm-
til lt is over cxecnt Lady Hmu.
Kemp and my ~alet, I decline any
of the tdtqtic demonstnﬁona thst vil-
lagerd delight 1n.” :

He could not help being nervously
anxious despite his great strength of
will, and when the butler had depart-

g1'v stopping an Fed to the rectory, where Mr. Law-
| son; was permitted to stay pending the
| Tesult of his application for-the rec-{ #

torship, he made inquiries about EI-
sie, of Lady Helena, i

“It is extraordln;ry," her ladyship
said. “She was up and dressed early
with the full intention of going to
London by the nine-thirty express,
though she looked wretchedly pale,
She drank some eoffee, but would eat
nothing, and suddenly seemed to lose
all stremgth and volition. 8he per-
mitted me to put her to bed again,
and is sleeping.”

The earl smiled.

“I do not think we shall have any
difficulty. to-merrow.,” he said. “By

the way, I have asked Mr. Lawson to|
Kindly seef

lunch with me to-day.
that we are not interrupted, Lady
Helena.” p

/ It'was only ten o’clock, and the earl
went for a stroll. He found that it

was impossible to read or to think |-

while sitting still, so much depended
upon 'the events of th e next  few
hours,

He avoided the village by going
thé Park, and past the spot where
Zeba's co-ttage had so recently stood.
He paused a moment to glance at the
desolation. Already there were green
shpots of grass springing through the
blackened earth. How quickly' Nat-
ure resuscitates herself!

“Only one man,” he muttered,
suspects that I had any hand in this!”

He continued on his way, but was
staftled to hear the crashing of the
dried undergrowth behind him, and
sprang around to come face to face
with William  Stretton, the discharg-
ed gamekeeper.

: “Goodimounis, ;my lord,” Stretton
sald. “You see I jhave mof been:able

to ‘tear /myS8lf from _fhe_ old p?ce :

yet, and I am goingﬁo uk you.to g0
me a favor if. you will, I am rea.lly
desperate, for by some unfair means
I have got into a legal entanglement
with Kemp, and his lawyer is threat-
ening me with imprisonment. Don't

1

see me utterly minea, my lord!

He thinks to force you!

I may have'
]

of threats.
1’10 comproimise matters.
‘a- policeman ready fer him.”

“I have heard of something myself, |
vour lordship, and will obey your
wishes. He must be mad."

Kemp’'s face had grown pale -

“Then legve him -to me,” the earl
said. “T can’t afford to lose you, and
a trap shall be set for that carrion.”

My lord’s note to Mr. Lawson was
very brief, but he read it many times

“My poor fellow, what can the mat-
ter concern me?’ the earl said. “I
cannot interfere_ with Kemp’s private
affairs. Are you aware that you are
trespassing? While I consider you a
valueless loué, I regard Mr. Kemp as
a useful servant, Had I not dis-
charged you, he would have resigned.”

“Then it was his fault,” growled
Stretton, in tomes of concentrated
fury. “Thank you, my l;i'd; I will

gettle with him!”
3
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BROMO QUININE Tablets'
immediately to counteract the
activity of Cold, Grip and Influ-
enza Germs and bring to a%ud-
den stop the dangerous work of
the human body. o
BROMO QUININE quick-
l‘radmduthmuumm

crganic xistance.

The Tonic and Laxa
of Laxative m
Tablets is very bmﬂcial to the
system at all times,

The box bears this signature

Price 30c.
Made in Canada

He strode away, and the earl smil-/
ed. B
“The whole village will hear of this
to-day.” , ‘
He had gone some distance from the
Park, and at length climbed the hill,
that faced.the church. In the valley
to the left. lay the peaceful-looking
village of Blairwood. -The beauty of
the mqrning- bad no charm for him.:
He did not see the glory of gho early
autumn skies, and shuddered when a
deep voice from. beyond the shadow
of a cluster of trees shouted:
“Admiring nature’s

dripped from every point.”

COA’

BEHOLD OUR STAGGERING

painting, my| @
lord? The leaves look as though blood | PR

“What!  you' here alreidy,. Castle-
mon?” ‘the rearl safd. 5
- “Yen;T have taken quite 2 fancy t
ther place have been here some dayj
in fact.
anywhere, though ,for the law has got
track of my movements.
you will have the needful reddy td!‘
me to-night, my lord.”

“I will not disappoint yop. Now
Castlemon, excuse me. We n;ust not
be seen together. Remember our ap-
pointment, and don’t breathe a word of
it to any one. I have much to say to
you, and feel sure thot our arrange-
ments can be gettled to our mutual
benefit.” .

The earl turned away, and Castle-
man said:

““I: will be there. No-tricks, mind
you. I trust that Miss Sterne. iis
well?”’

He laughed in an unpleas‘a.n‘t way, |
and turned on his heel, My lord re-!
traced his steps to the Park, while
‘Cs"pf.aln Castlemon went to the rect-
ory, where he Was closeted with Mr.
Lawson for upward of an hour,
They left the house together, and
the faces of both men weére filled with
animation. They talked for a few
and, ' while
Castlemon returned to the Blalrwood
Arms, the clergyman hastened to obey

.| the note that Lord Somerton had sent

to him, 4
The e{: had ordered Lady Helena
a recherche little lunch-

moming-room
“I must not maks this interview a

;| business one pnu\y" he - nthcud 3

“There. is something upellent n.bout

ures. T must make sure of my man,.

 and he may be brought out under the | |

lums influence 6f old Burgundy.” |'

chin, cloggsdmt.

‘s‘i“;‘o‘e"' ""'22 | g i m:‘,.m earetully

- bottle the g _economy. - but"lmn rtomm

S“&?‘ thom%mt)ﬁaoﬁ. ‘
tlﬁvhtmdu.: ‘Tetreat in the event of possible fail-|

'm nommaeusuuxm- Lw_uel;

m the sympathetic u&:‘iﬂ

ing to him the story of Miss Sterge's|
‘unhapgy birth. me‘ :
sublety were -worth. Auything,

There is no safety for mﬁ' -

1 hope that | &3

the dark library. and the echo of fig- |,

_Or more.
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Fur-Trimmed COAT
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