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EDMONTON : FOUR YEARS A CITY

The Marvellous Growth That Has Taken Place Since Incorporation in November, 190&<Each Year Since
That Time H=s Marked the Gradual Evolution From a Border Town to a Metrapolitan City—19068 the
Great Year of Growth of the Past, 1907 Saw Municipal Work Retarded by the World-Wide Financial De-

Most Pronounced Progress in the History of Edmonton.

A week ago Edmonton celebrated
the fifth anniversary of its existence
as a city, having completed four years
of municipal government sinee its in-
corporation on November 7th, 1904 es
the City of Edmonton. To those who
four years ago sat around the ban-
quet board in the Thistle rink to cel-
ebrate the event which marked an
cpoch in the development of Edmen-
ton, and who still live in the city,
the change has been a marvelous one.
For those who have not been here at
least four years it is almost impos-
sible to realize the magnificent dJe-
velopment that has made the young
city one of the most taiked of on th:
American continent. Edmonton in
1904 and Edmonton in 1908 is the dif-
ference between an almost unknown
town and a city fast attaining: to the
métropolitan stage. What it will b
in  four, eight, or twelve years more
is” hard for the most optimistic to
overestimate.

The Transportation Question.

The transportation question has
béen the great one to Edmonton pen-
ple since the earliest days of its hah-
itation, and the dreams of the old
timers are rapidly being more than
realized. In 1904 there were no raii-
ways, while in 1908, one is established
here and two more are knocking =at
the ecity’s. gates, When a cart with
ap iron tire and bushed hub took i
plaee of the old Red River squealer
it seemed to the old timer that the
question was settled, and when an
iron point was put on the axle the
question seemed solved for all tim-
Steamboats were put on the river an:l
it Tooked for a while as if the occu-
pation of the freighter was _gon
When the C.P.R~ was built and ‘h
people of the town found themselt s
within two hundred miles of a railway
—eight hundred miles nearerithan thes
had formerly been—it appeared as if
a great stride forward had been mad
—and so there had been. But the
needs of Edmonton grew faster and
faster till the Calgary and Edmonton
ratlway line was built. Then came
the Canadian Northern and the Graod
Trunk Pacific till Edmonton now
stands as an obiective point of rail-
way systems, completed, in building,
and in contemplation, that will make
it the great center of population of
Western Canada.

An Excellent City Charter.

To the excellenee of the civic char-
ter of Edmonton, whi¢h is pronoune:
one of the best in the Dominion,
much credit is: due to the mayor i
that time, William Short, and the
council board, composed of A. T
Cushing, Chas. May, D. R. Fraser,
E. D. Grierson, James Roes and J. [
Picard. It was sanctioned by th
territorial legislature after it ha«l
been considered week in and weck
out in the town council here. One ol

its oain featurés and one that hasyi.

en of inestimable benefit in the
development of the city is the taxa-
tion system, a modification of the
single tax idea by which improve-
ments are ‘exempt from taxation. Asx
a tesult the man with wunoccupied
land soon found ‘that it was to lLis
advantage to build, for he had 1c
pay.as much for his vacant lot as his
next door neighbor with a large build-
ing. = The single tax idea has m2t
with' almost unanimous endorsation,
since its incention.

When Edmonton laid aside its
swaddling clothes in November, 1904,
and- assumed the more significant
garments of city government, its de-
velopment was only in the initial;
stages. Public owenership of city
utilities has ever been the watchword
of Edmonton, but little had been done
while it was still a town. True it ha.l
ity" municipal electric light system,
purchased in May, 1902 for $13,56"
from a local company; its municipal
telephone system was then being ne-
gotiated for and was taken over in
December, 1904, from a local comba-
ny for $17,000; and its water and
sewer work was in course of con-
struction, having been started in 1901
and put into use for the first time in
1202. This last was really the first
serious undertaking that Edmonton
faced, and in the first year of con-
struction there was an expenditure -1
about $30,000.

Concrete Pavements Then Unknown.

Concrete ‘pavements in Edmonton
were practieally unknown four years
ago, all that there was in the city at
that timie being 204 fect around the
Alberta hotel, constructed in 1904 ut
a cost of $830. To-day there, are
miles of similar sidewalk where at
that time were narrow sheep paths cr
plank sidewalks.

In 1904 the water and sewerage sys-

tems were confined to a few blocks n
the center of the city. ;
every part of Edmonton within a
mile or more of the centre of popu-
lation is -served, and évery month

sees -extensions into the more outly-}

ing sections.

Of the telephone service little need |

be written. In 1904 an oldfashioned
system afforded a measure of con-
venience to about two hundred sub-
seribers.
subgeribers, -and Edmonton lias what

Now almost |

Now there gre over 1,200,
,@dition than ever bafore.

mayor, and Thos. Bellamy, J. R.
Boyle, W. H. COlark, D. R. Fraser,
W. A. Griesbach, Chas. May, K. A.
McLeod and J.. H. Picard were elect-
ed as aldermen ‘niter a etiff contdst.
Late in the year Robert May and D.
G. Leatta replaced retiring :Aldemmen
May and McLeod. During the year
the municipal undertakings were com-
mensurate’ with the new dignity thet
Edmonton had acquired. Seven’ and
thtee-quarter miles' .of - plank sider
walks were laid, one and one-hali|
miles of concrete pavement, the first
in the oity, with the exception of that
at the Alberta hotel, was constructed
and three and four<4ifth miles of streety
was graded. It was duning this year
that the fine fourteen foot econcrete
pavement was laid along Jasper on
both sides, from Fourth street to Kin-
istino avenue. First street was also
pavéd on the west side from Jasper
to College and Howard street along
the side oi the Bank of Montreal. This
made a total of 6.976 feet in length
at a cost of $19,536.66. Five and a
fifth miles of water mains were laid
and five miles of sewers. The close of
the year brought the arrival of the
C. N. R. and few incidents in the|
life of Edmonton have made the
hearts of the wldtimers and new-
comers alike beat faster than the ar-
iival of the first train from Winnipeg
and the establishment of direct rail-
way connection with Eestern Canada.
BEarlier in the year, in September, the
‘nauguration of the province took
place in Edmonton and is the most
historic event oi ATbeita.

The Year 1906.

Ninetecn hundréd and six was the
big year of growth of the past. Then,
the western bodm was in its height
and real estate was the enc word in
Yhe city. Nothing else was talked of
but citly lots and sub-divisions. But
this all passed away and was followed
by a healthy growth. Trade along ti:»
Canadian Northern developed and i
migrants  poured . in, peopling the
country to the north, east and west.
Edmonton’s population grew by leaps
awd - bounds and the spring of 1906
witnessed the Jargest influx of its
history.  Cbas. May. was the mayor
of -the vear and the aldermen were
Robt. John R. Boyle, D. G.
Latta, . Bsllamy, W. A. Gries
bach, Manson. 8. H. BSmith

Picard. J. C. Calhoun
wes . elected to replace Ald. J. R
Boyle at” a ‘by-election in June. TIn
1906 the agreement with the G. T. P.
was ratified aud the comprehensive
scheme of street paving and street car
operation was evolved. During this
year also the fire brigade was chang-
ed irom a velunteer to a paid organ-
ization and started on the way to its
present high state of efficiency under
Chief R. G. Davidson.

jensciaa  JThe.Yean 1907,
Financial depression and inability to
Jdispose of mumcipal bonds marked
the vear 1907 and Edmonton suffered
as did other cities. - The lack of monéy
made it impossible to. earry on much
of the work contemplated in the carly
part of the yvear and midsummer saw
*he cessation on all public improre-
ments that were not absoluately nece:-
sary. The paving of -Jasper avemie
irom First street to Ninth street, and
McDougall avenue from the C. N. R.
tracks to the southern end was, how-
ever, completed, and the big trunk
sewer in the northern part of the
city brought into operation, affording
sewerage facilities to a large part of
the city hitherto unserved. W. A.
Griesbach was the mayor of tha yenr
and the aldermen, S. H. Smith, J.
H. Picard, Thos. Daly, R. J. Mean-
son, W. Gariepy, M. W. Macauley,
Cameron Anderson, J. B. Walke
George M. Manuel was elected to suc-
ceed M. W. Macauley, who resigned
during the year.

The Present Year.

The year now drawing tu, 4 610sc
has been Dby ‘long ‘odds the greatest
one in the muniecipal history of Ed-
monton.” Under the husiness gaidanc:
of Mayor McDougall, assisted by ani
energetic council that iell in line witiy
the progressive policy. of the present
mayor, the city has attained to the
metropolitan . stege.  Paving obera-}
tions and cencrete sidewalk construc-,
tion . has been. proceeded with on aj
larger scale than cver bdefore, the in-|
cinerator has becn completed and rm!!
into sucecssful operation. a gas pro-|
ducer plant, more than doubling the|
former clectric capacity, has been i
stalled, sewer and weter mains have
been laid in many districts hitherto
without these facilities, a septic tank
system for the disposal of sewage has
been begun and i8 now in part ready
for-operation, while manv other smal-
ler municipal public works have been
completed. The operation of the Ed-
monton_radial railway has been the
crowning icature of the year and the
inauguration of a street railway sys-
tem that gives promise of being a
succes=iul financial proposition from

jthé very start will ever be a monn-
tment to the

administration of the
vear. And with the closing of 1003
Edmonton fs in a better financial eon-

The last sale

i4 pronounced by every visitor to belof municipal bornds realized a price

the. most up-to-wate automatic ser-
vice in the Dominion:
Modern Electric Light System.
The eleetric light system, which
hag ‘been improved from year to yeat
gimee its purchase in 1992, will seon
tifidergo a complete transition by the
operation of the mnew gas producel
pr;nt which commiences work next
weok, Next yvear the construction of
the - new water power house up th=
river at a cost of $750,000 will mark
e passing away of the old water-
works system as it was in opgrah)n
at the time of civic incorporation.
" Of the street railway and 6 many
other improvements of a lesser ua-
ture that go to make up a modern
e¢ity it is unnecessary to make lengthy
reference. They speak for themselves
in no uncertain note of progress and
devélopment. %
First Year as a Citv. H
The civie elections for the year .190’:)
took place a short time aiter the city $
inecorporation. K. W. McKenzie was
chosen by ieclamation as first city

thial ranked the' ‘eity ‘in financial
standing with the best in Canada 2td
placed it idr ashead 'of many oth('-,r
western cities of much longer estad-
lishment.  Not one dollar o6t deben-
{ures remain unsold and all the large
public -works of the year have been
paid for by debentures already taken
up on the British market.  But Ed-
monton gt 8
rapid growth brings new responsibili-
ties for 1909 and there will be much
for the mayor and council of mnexf
year to do. Already the construetion
of a new power house on the river
ot ‘an estimated cost in the neighbor-
hood of $750,000 is a necessity in the
near future, and as time goes by
many other needs of a fest-growing
city will arise.
A Comoarison.

Some idea of the growth of Edmon-
ton in the past four yeers is obtained
trom a few statistics. While they
#ail to tell all the story of progress

a r stand still. 1ts] 1
cannot now stan St lfan s B A

The two factions, however, did not
actually fuse, but Zayas accepted a

visitors and the pride of the citizens.
1904, 1908.

Population. . 6.500

GERMAN MINE DISASTER.

Awful Catastronhe in Which 360 Lose
Lives Arouses German Public.

.Berlin, Nov. 13.—The appalling loss
jof life in the mining disaster at
{Hamm has. directed public attention
to. the extraordinary conditions ai-
fecting the employment of labor in
the mining districts of Westphalia.
While an explosion of dust or fire-
damp-is supposed to have caused the
tragedy, the treatment accorded to

21,000 | workmen in this region is declared to

Civie assz-sum-m..'s:j £59,648 $22,535,210| be favorable to a recurrence of just

Taxes lvied 75,685
Debenture debt .. 177,805 B
"Phone.  subscribess 200 1,2

Feet. Miles

326,743 | such disasters as caused the entomb-
2,413,859 | ment of hundreds yesterday.

Some members. of the reichstag,
.1which has already taken up the mat-

Cencrete yva\k.s s 204 6.065] ter, declare  that the miners are ré-

Miles. Miled
Paved :stréeis. . 0
Plank walks .. .. 10% 50
Water maing 3 40
Boulevards. . i

Séwer mains .. -. 232 33

.| quired’'in ‘many cases to work frem

2.91125 to 48 hours overtime in a month,

while the policy of blacklisting men
for wvaridus offenses prevents the

2% | maintenance -0f an experienced force

of men familiar with the dangers i

The last six are estimates as the re-|their oceupation.

turns are not completéd for this year.

SHIP BUILDING HAS REVIVAL.|a period of six months.

Nearly All English Yards
Busy During Winter.

London, Nov. 13.—The revival in
shipbuilding is becoming more pro-
nounced, and their are prospects of
fair employment at most of the ship-

vards during the winter.

On the Clyde and Tyne most of

the yards are mow well .employed,

and more work is expected. The in-|in the

quiries which are in circulation have

reference to several turbine steamers

for the Italian State

Uruguay, ten vessels for a Turkish
company, and five steamers for the

Russian volunteer fleet, which are t»

cost about $1,800,000.

At Belfast night shifts will be nez:
essary to complete the work at. pres-
ent in hand, and when the vesséls
under ' construction are off the ways
there are others to {follow. In addi-
tion to the two big White Star boats,
Messrs. Harland & Wolff
cured an order from the Red Stdr line
of Antwerp for a 15,000 ton steamer
for the New York service, in addition
to other vessels of smaller size. So
busy is this firm that intimation has
been given to the admiralty to the
effect: that government work cannot
be entertained.

Another Belfast concern, Messrs.
Workman, Clark & Co., have received
instructions to complete the six un-
finished vessels on their hands for
the Brazilian Lloyd, while othér con-
tracts have been secured which will
keep themn busy. for the greater part
of next vear.

Further evidence of improvement i
a greater demand for material. Sev-
eral mills which  have - been idle for
many months have been restarted.
These all produce steel ship-plates
and angles, and the fact that they
are about to resume active operations
serves: to show that the shipbuildiag
outlook is at last promising.

CUBA’S RULERS T0
- BE CHOSEN TODAY

Yhole Island Absorbed in Outcome ot
Election, Which Will mark Ter-
minal of U.S. Intervention —
There is Practically No Difference
Between Policies of Two Parties.

Havana, Nov. 15.—0On Saturday,
elections will be held throughout the
island for president, vice-president,
senators and representatives in the
lower house of congress, to whom, ac-
cording to the present program, will
be committed the fate of the restored
Cuban republic, on the termination of
the government of intervention, Jan-
uary 28, 1909.

The troops of the United States will
be withdrawn on that date, three
days in advance of the date originally
set, in order that their departure may
mark the anniversary of the birth of
Jose Marti, the Cuban patriot.

Preparations for the elections are
now complete and the whole island is
absorbed in the ‘outcome of the
struggle .for supremacy. The Con-
servatives are headed by General
Marie Menocal and Dr. Rafacl Mon-
toro, the presidential and viece-presi-
dential caudidates respectively, while
Gen. Jose Miguel Gomez and his for-
mer bitter fival in the party leader-
ship, Aliredo Zay:'s, are the nominees
oi the Liberal paris, the Miguclist
ana Zayas.si facaons.

It i: assufed Leyond peredventure
that absolute fairavss will character-
ize the ol i aadd both o1 the
potitical e have -g.ven ab-olute
ass anc: 3 1 they w

ceopt loyal-
ly the result of . popuiar verdiet,
“There is practica.ls  no difference
in the platioaus ol the iwo parties.
both having as their ehici planks the
vrwr:‘vzmmi of  the  xepubie, equal
rights for uil citizens, the encourage-
ment of agriculture and cominerce.
and the maintenance of {riendly rela-
tiona with the United States. The
struggle is, frankly, for the possession
of the government and the confrol of
public patronage. :

Both General Gomez and General
Menocal are veterens of the revolu-
tion.  Dr. Montore is the foremost
orator in Cuba.

Senor Zayas is the idol of a large
seetion- of 1he Liberals, -~ He was e
Jeader. of the: last. uprising . against
resident Thomas Estrade Palma, hud
his followers are suspected of giving
Tukewarm support to the candidacy ol

til it. was apparent  that the wvery
existence of the Liberal party was de-
pendent upon ‘a compromis¢ and
Senor Zayas withdrew his pretensions

nomination for the vice-presidency,
election of the coalition candidate.
elements . are

property

sult of the presidential election will
probably be very close.

Ruttan’s Majority Now 221.

Prince Albert, Sask.,
tan’s majority is now 221

Nov.
with

they indicate to some
growth that has been ‘the mervel of

extent the,

should be in by Tuesday.

Gen. Gomez, between whom and Senor
Zayas there is an implacable feud un-

and Zayasists promised to aid in the

The business interests and the large
strongly in
favor of General Ménocal, but the re-

In .one district 5,000 workmen are
said to have been laid off lately for
The fact that
the government officials, after the ac-

Will Be|cident in the French mine at Cour-

riers, declared such a disaster impos-
gible in Germany, heightens the pub-
lic indignation. A drastic reform ' »f
the mining regulations will be de-
manded from the reichstag.

The death list in the recent mine
disaster will probably reach 360. The
authorities have abandoned all hope
of saving any of the men remaining
mine. Thirty more bodies
were brought up from the shaft early
this morning. Every effort is being

railway, six|made to' bring relief to the entombed
steam launches for the government of

men, but the flames cut short the
work after thirty-six miners had been
rescued.

IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE,

To Roosevelt Wnether or Not Oil
Company Owns Outlook.

Washington, Nov. 13.—“President
Roosevelt has not the slightest con-

have! se-{cern with the question as to who are

the stockholders of the Outlook Mag-
azine. His concern is with the gen-
eral policy of the paper, which isand
has been consistently admirable in
every respect. The president will he
responsible for only what he himself
writes, and his probable future atti-
tude must be judged by his action in
the past.”

This statement was issued from the
White House today to define Roose-
velt’s attitude : ‘on the rumor that
James Stillman, of the Standard 0il
Company, is controlling stockholder
of the Outlook Magazine, with which
the President has'accepted  a position
as contributing editor, upon his re-
tirement from the presidency.

William R. Howland, treasurer of
the Ouflook Companv, today in New
York made the following statement:
“Mr. Stillman has for nearly thirty
vears owned less [than 10 per cent of
the stock of, the(-Outlock. Company.
The remainder of, the stock is owned
by those engaged. in the active man-
agement of the cpmpany.”

Not Seeking Better Tarms.

Ottawa, - Nov, 13. Wi ‘Wainwright, of
the G.T.P. railwdy,” who' was in Ottawa
today, took oocasioa’ to deny the report
that the Grand Trumk Pacific at the com-
ing session of parliament will seek legis-
lation bettering the terms of the contract
with the government. He declared that
no such thing had been thought of. Tbre
company, hoe ‘says, has in view & direct line
from ‘Ottawa to Totonto. This ‘will reg-
essitate the ‘construgtion of ' & line to
Kingston, where 'ths main line would be
tapped. ‘ yif

Re-Incorporation of Insurance Company.

Ottawa, Nov. 13,—Application will he
made at the next session of parliament to
revive tho act incorporating the National
Accident and Guarantee Company of Can-
ada. A statemeéent to the creditors of or
claimants to the Ontario Accident Insur-
ance Company has been compiled. Per-
sons who are not on the list and who
wish to rank as admitted creditors must
file théir claims by November 28.

| 24 YEARS AGO TODAY

Taken From the Files of the Edmon-
ton Bulletin, Saturday, November
15tH, 1889.

Roads good but hard on the feet of
unshod animals.
The ferry scow is still running at

Fort Saskatchewan,

A curling club is proposed for this

winter’s amusements. p

Plowing ‘was renewed on Wedngs-
day on A. Dunlop’s farm, south side.
A Reman Catholic mission is ‘tto
at Bear’s + Hill this

bo establiched
winter.

The ‘Sturgeon river, at St. Albert
which was frozen over some weeks
‘3 now onen.

Crops at Selvai’s settlement, Battl
river, were excellent this season and
sntouched by frost.

Saveral .wagon loads ‘were hauled
across the river en the ice at the
lower ferry crossing on Friday.

Joseph  Maodonald - is .erécting = a
dwelling on the south side -on the
brow of the hill south of the trail.

A sheriff’s sale of grain, stock and
implements. took place on - Tuesday.
The amount realized was some $280.

Ii the foyrteénth base were opened
through to Btoney Plain the road
would be shortened some three or
four miles.

During his late visit the lieutenant.
governor promised. the Indians that
Pigeon Like. would be teserved-to
them for-fishing ' purpeses.

The teams sent outisome weeks ago
to bring in from (Calgary the ma-
chinery of the new mining scow, ar-
rived on ‘Wednesday with part of .

Alex Ross, brother of Donald Ross,
of the .Edmonton Hotel, Las been
heard from at Yale, B. C., which he
reached by tramping from the end of
the track.

Land is high at Edmonton. Ten
dollars per acre was asked by the
colonization company’s agent receni-
ly for a quarter section on the river
near Fort Stskatchewan.

The addition of a storey to the
H. B. grist mill was finishéd this
week and the machinery placed in
position. The damage done by the
fire of last summer was also repaired.

Wm. McKinny is erecting a new

13.—Rut- | building at St. Albert, scuth side of
seven fthe Sturgeon, which he will occupy
polls still to come in. The final returns [as a store and “dwelling-and where

the telephone office will be located. ¢

£
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J. Doupe, D.L.8., is engaged in sur-
veying the river -above Edmonton,
having gone in by way of the moun-
tain fort. McVicar, who was em-
ployed in his party, cut one of his
toes badly and was obliged to go to
Calgary.

Steps are being taken to organize
a school district in Edmonton under
the  northwest school ordinance «f£
1884. Voting .on the question will
take place at the school house on
Wednesday, December 10th. Notices
in French and English will be posted
next week. :

The alterations ‘'on the Fort Sas«
katchewan church' have been com?
pleted, and the 'ceremonies.in con-
nection with: the blessing of the edi-
fice will take place tomorrow. His
Lordship Bishop Grandin Wwill he
present. A '‘free dinner will be: given
by the congregation to the wisitors:

A circumstance showing the wide
difference between ' the climate in
parts of the northwest not far apart
occurred at Fort Saskatchewan yes-
terday. Some parties who left Vie-
toria with flat sleighs, in deep snow,
were crossing the river on a ferry
scow with their sleigh and no snow
in sight in any direction.

Jas. Levy, of the BSaskatchowan
gold mining cimpany arrived on Fri-
day afternoon, accompanied by ir.
Macdonald, in the same employ. The
boiler of the - machinery weighing
some 7,000 pounds, was left. on the
north side of the Red Deer, awaiting
the freezing of the ground before he-
ing brought on. The machinery
works on the hydraulie prineciple and
is very powerful.

SIX STOREY OFFICE
BUILDING PROPOSED

National Trust Company to Erect
Modern Structure at Corner cf
Jasper Avenue and First Street
to Cost Between $76,000 and
$80,000—Architects Are Now Pre-
paring Plans—Work to Com-
mence in Spring.

Plans are now being made for the
erection of ‘another large business
block in Edmonton® next year which
will be one of the largest and most
modern office buildings in the city.

A. M. Steward, manager of the local
branch of the National Trust Com-
pany, announced this morning that
according to the present plans of the
company a large six story brick block
will be erected next year on the cor-
ner of Jasper avenue and First street,
on the site of their present office.
The company own the whole of the
¢orner, having fifty-five feet nine
inches frontage on Jasper- and ex-
tending south 100 feet on First street.
Plans for this building are now being
prepared. According to the: present
idea of the .officers of the company
the new building will cover the whole
of their property. It will be six sto-
ries.in height., The first story will
be built of stone and the remainder of
fireproof brick with stone trimmings.
The building 'is estimated to cost be:
tween - $75,000 and $80,000.

The interior of the building will be
fitted up in the latest and most ap-
proved style. The 'National Trust
Company’s offices will be situated on
the ground floor and thé remadinder of
the block will be rented for offices.
A large number of applications have
akréady been received by - business
men in the city wishing to rent office
space, and Mr. Stewart stated that from
the present indications the building,
if erected. now, could be all rented at
once. . The office. suites will be con-
structed ‘aceording ‘to the wishes «cf
the prospective tenants. Two eleva-
tors will be placed in the building and
the whole bLlock fh tted up in a style
that' will make it one of the most
modern and desitable business blocks
in any city in western Canada.

Prominent castern architects are
now engaged in making plans for this
building. The contract will be let
early next year and construction work
started at the earliest possible no-
ment in the spring.

ARTIFICIAL GAS
FRANCHISE ASKED

Another  Proposal to Manufacture
Gas For Use in Edmonton. Old
Company Wants Renewal.

W. W. Hutton, lately of Toronto,
but more recently of London, Eng.,
is in the city having in view the se-
curing of a francdhise from the city
for the manufacture of artificial gas.
Mr. Hutton claims to have strong
capital behind him and is willing to
accept the franchise of the Interna-
tional Lighting and Heating company,
of Cleveland, Ohio, as it stands and
besides, give the city better terms
in the sale of gas for lighting and
heating purposes. He also expresses
his willingness to give a substantial
guarantee of good . faith, such as a
market c¢heque for $5,000, or more if
required.

In- the meantime Mr. Harper, chief
engineer of ithe International Heating
and Lighting Ce:, which holds what
is . commonly known as. the Eaton-
Springer franchise, has been in the
city for several days and is assidu-
ously endeavoring to secure a pro-
longation of ‘the #ranchise, which

lapses on Dee. 1st.  The framchise )

partially lapsed some months ago as
work was not started in the stipulated
time, but to nullify the franchise re-
quires a resolution  of  the ‘eity
council.

Mr: Harper now asks that the com-
pany be given a six months’ exten-
sion and promises that work will be
started in the eagly spring. As a
guavantee of good faith he offers a
marked cheque for $5,000 or a $10,000
boud to be forfeited on non-fulfilment
of the new terms.

Four Killed in Exolosion.

Campbelltown, N.B., November 14.
—A despatch from Fort Daniel, Que-

bee, says four men were killed and
three injured in a-dynamite explosion -
there. No.details are given.

~

PROTECTION FOR FRUIT
WAIL FROM ONTARIO

Fruit Growers Down East Complain that
They Cannot Compete With Califor-
nia Fruit in Western Market Be-
cause of Lack of Duty or Excessive
Shipment Charges.

‘Toronto, Nov. 11—A higher protective
duty or lower rates for the shipment of
fruits is the great want of the Fruit
Growers” Association of Ontario  which
met in annual convention here today. An
interesting discussion grew out of the re-
port of the committes on transportation.

E. D. Smith, of Winona, in his re-
marks, said, that, if the fruit market
was to be be.retained for the Canadian
fruit growers, there would have to be
higher prices or lower rates from the
vnx.‘r_\'ing companies. Grapes were sold in
\\'1_nipeg at $6 a ton last year. The duty
paid’ was one cent a pound or as much
as was paid to the fruit growers. Grapes
cculd  be consigned to Winnipeg by
freight, as well as apples and some of
the harder fruits, but peaches and plums
would nover be able to reach the Mani-
toba market, if California fruit could be
brought in and sold for less than what it
cost to ship from here.

The rate quoted was $2.50 per hundred
for express or 40 cents a basket. The
rates, he said, should be controlled by
the railway commission so that the rail-

ways could not hoist them u t
their will, gy S

S SIS X R
FIRE ENGINE TO THE RESCUE,

Young Man is Thus Saved From
Stoning by Boys.

I\m\: York, Nov. i1.—Harry Rocle.
who is twenty-four vears old and
says he 1is an inoffensive person.
came over from Blackwell’s Island
last night to pay a social call. He is
employed as a clerk in the commis-
sary department there. No sooner
had he landed from the boat at
Seventieth street and the East River
when a band of boys, for reasons
known only to themsclves, began to
throw stones at him and otherwise
insult him.

Roche was in such a minority that
it was useless to resist. He shouted
for. help, but there was no policeman
near by. Presently, however, he saw
a fire alarm box at the corner of
Avenue A and that gave him an idea.
He managed to break away from his
assailants, got to the box and turned
the lever. :

In a few minutes four engines and
two trucks came along at the usual
furious; whistling, bell-ringing pace.
but the.only sign of fire they could
find was in Roche’s temper. Fifty-
five firemen and a squad of police-
men, who had also been drawn to the
scéne by the alarm, muttered things
that were not prayerful. = Then, at
some one’s suggestion, Roche was
arrested for sending in a falsec alarm
and was locked up in the East Sixty-
seventh street station. His prank
with the fire box eost the city just $66.

COLLAPSE IN SILVER VALUE.

This is Responsible for Curtailment of
U. 8, Export Trade.

Victoria, Nov. '11.—In a lengthy lettar
written to Moreton Frewen, the British
anthority on currency and exchange, Sen-
ator Teller, head of the commission an-
pointed by the United States to investi-
gate the silver question savs:

“The real storm of our enquiry wil
not emerge from our currency or from
vours, but from the deplorable coliapse in
the gold price of silver. In other words
our troubles come not from our currency.
but from our exchanges. In the world's
history of the two precious metals, we
have hitherto experienced two and only
iwo great variations in their prices, the
fali in the price of silver in 1893, oc-
casioned by the close of the Indian mints,
the collapse last year which resulted fiom
the failure of the mines in Hiddstan, ind
that given the same cause, wc shall hive
a recurrence of the effects.

“I have no doubt for thirty years pist
the conviction has been borne in upon
you that any coliapse in silver, or in other
words in the silver exchange, will cut
down the purchasing power of half the hu-
wan race, upset our exports, and especial-
ly yours, to Asia, and culminate in a
money panic. Today a Chinaman mus}
give twelve taels for five gold dollars. A
sear ago he gave nine. We know the
wages of the Chinaman at home, and the
silver price at which he marks his produce
are no higher than when he bought five
dollars for five silver  taels.. The conse-
quence of such a collapse in silver as we
had last year must be to destroy all our
export trade across the Pacific. We know
that by comparison with the ocecan trade
two years ago, no ship now leaving San
Francisco or Portland or Seattle,or for
Asiatic ports can get any cargo at all
Has the export trader of Lancashire, for
example, suffered as have our Lowell cot-
ton mills during the great break in sis-
ver exchange of the eighteen months? It
is more important-by far that our com:
mission should learn what the intentions
arc of the government of India. Exports
are not natural, but are, as indeed arc
all the exports of Asia, largely dependant
on cheaper silver and 10w red exchange.

UNEMPLOYED IN GERMANY.

Thousands of Artisans Will Be De-
wndents on Public Relief During
inter.

Berlin, Nov. 11.—With the aid of a
corps of volunteer school teachers a
comprehensive ceénsus of the unem-
ployed will take place in Berlin rn
Nov. 17, .with a. view of enabling the
municipal authorities to determine
how ‘nuch of the out of work problem
they have to face this winter. There
are fears that the total will reach un-
precedented proportions, not only here
but in all the industrial centers of
the empire. Many factories are closed
down ‘and thousands of artisans have
been subsisting for months on trade
unions’ relief funds. They and their
friends during the winter, howevaer,
will to a large extent rely on public
relief. Tuoe guestion of how to meet
their necessities is now facing city
governments all over the country.

Italian Murder Case at Macleod.

Macleod, Nov. 12—Angelo Monte, an
Italian, who is accused of killing a
fellow countryman at Lille last Sep-
tember, is now on trial. It is thought
the evidence will be in by tomorrow
noon. The murder, it appears, was
the result of a quarrel, the accused
claiming he committed the crime
while defending his own life.

PAGE- FiVE.

TO BUILD AERIAL TRAM.

Install System ' to C§nnect Conrad
Mines With Tidewater at Dyea.

Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 10.—Mr. R:
N. Riblet, representative of a = tram-
way company of Nelson and 8t. Louis;
Mo., has just returned from Carcross,
Y.T., where he has just closed a
contract with Col. J. H. Conrad for
building an aerial tramway from tide-
water at Dyea to the head of Lake
Linleman. Lake Lindeman connects
with .the' system of lakes which has
over a thousand miles of coast line in
the Yukon ana connects with the
Yukon River as far as Dawson, 3

The contract calls for the comple-
tion of the tram in 1909. .Colonel
Conrad is the owner of quartz mines
in the Conrad distriet numbering
several hundred, and the object in
Luilding he tramway is to enable
the miners and prospectors of that
country to live for forty or fifty cents
a day, where it now coste them an
average of $2 per day for food alone.

It is estimated that the actual cost
of handling material over the tram-
way will not exceed twenty-five cents
per ton, and after it reaches the lakes
it can be transported at a mnominal
cost to any of-the towns or camps in
the Yukon or Klondike. The tram
will carry out ore to tidewater, the
carners conveying food supplies on
the return trip. It will be over fif-
teen miles long.

HEIRS FOUGHT OVER ESTATE.

By the Bed of a Dying Millionaire—
Son-in-Law Wins.

Chicago, Nov. 11—The Thompson
family, backed by deadly weapons,
hold ‘possession of the residence of
Samuel Gregston, the Hinsdale mil-
lionaire, near whose sick bed two
sons-in-law, it is alleged, engaged in
a fistic encounter which resnlted in a
court proceeding before Justice of ‘the
Peace -Edgar Davis  yesterday. . At-
torney William Ormonde Thompson,
one of the sons-in-law, backed by his
wite, Eleanor Thompson, Mrs. Fred-
erick Allen, a daughter of Mr. Gregs-
ton, and her husband; an automatic
pistol, a ‘“‘bulldeg” revolver, and a
double-barrelled. shot gun, held the
fort in the fashionable Gregston man-
sion and will withstand a siege.

Aftornev Walter Van Sands, the
other son-in-law, who is said to have
started the fight in the millionaire’s
home, and who has been living with
his wife’s father for two years, was
ordered by Gregston never again - to
“darken the doors” of his home. Mrs.
Van Sands is ecritically ill at the Hins-
dale residence.

Robert Van Sands, of Austin, the
father of Attorney Van Sands, tele-
phoned the Thompsons yesterday aft-
ernoon that he had placed his son on
a Rock Island train and that the
young lawyer would reside in Arizona
for a year or more. But Mr. Thomp-
son, fearing an attack on the house,
has two revelvers in ready reach on
the mantel of the reception room, and
a shot-gun in the dining. room in the
rear. The ocoachman stands guard at
the iront of the mansion, while 'a
chauifcur is watching the rear en-
trance. Two Pinkerton detectives -are
detailed to watch fhe premises.

Following the fight on the stairway
just outside the sick man’s bed room
Ven Sands ewore out a . warrant
against his brother-in-law, charging
assault and battery. Thompson re-
taliated by filing the same sort of a
charge against Van Sands. When the
case came up .for trial -before Justice
of the Peace Davis, Attorney Clarence
Darrow appeared for both principals
and announced the family requested
both cases be dismissed. Justice Da-
vis, however, placed Van Sands under
a peace bond of $200.

The trouble is over the division cf
the sick millionaire’s estate.

FRENCH DRAMATIST’'S FUNERAL.

Services Held Over Bier of Victorien
Sardou Were of Simplest Character.

Paris, Nov. 11—Victorien Sardou,
French author and dramatist, who
died November 8, was buried in this
city today. The funeral was simple.
He had expressed a wish to be buried
without pomp. He was, however,
given such military honors as are al-
ways eccorded those who have receiv-
ed the grand cross of the legion of
honor. The privacy with which all
arrangements were carried out did
not prevent tens of thousands in
every walk of life from coming to lift
their hat and ‘bow their heads .in
memory of the beloved dramatist.

Previous to the removal of the body
from the church of St. Francis de
Sals, where the service was held, Min-
ister of Public Instruction Doumorgue
on behalf of the government; Count
Louis Vanial, on hrehalf of the French
academy, and Paul Hervieu, on be-
half of the society of dramatic auth-
ors, delivered culogies on the drama-
tist, in the death chamber beéfore his
most intimate friends and members
of the academy.

THEIR MENTAL IMPRESSIONS,
Method by Which Criminals’ Thoughts
Are Passed in Review.

Spokane, Wash., Nov. 11-—Judge J. D.
Hinkle, of the criminal department of
the Spokane county superior court, has
received a lengthy letter frem J.B. Higgs
of Pine City, Wash., who claims to be in
possession of & method by which all the
mental impressions of an individual
charged with crime can be passed in re-
view and seen as plainly as motion pic-
tures.

Higgs says he was at one time connect-
ed with a notorious gang of river pirates,
who carry this invention in their craft,
adding that for the benefit of humanity
he is willing to come to Spokane and
have the method tested by officials of the
law. He indicates in the letter than the
invention is worked by electricity whils
the prisoner is in a cell. Higgs says also
that several men in Spokane are mem-
bers of the river gang.

The  officers ‘here do not take much
stock in Higgs’ letter, but Judge Hinkle
says the man will be invited to make a
test of this apparatus.. As the name of J,
B. Higgs is not known at Pine City, it is
believed to be an assumed one.

Represented Himself as E. B. Osler.

London, Nov. 12—HRoward Mortimer
Clark, aged 29, is in the Bow street
jail on the charge of obtaining money
by false pretences. He used the cards
of E. B. Osler, M.P., Toronto, and
Major W. Hendrie, Toronto.




