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Mr. Aldridge Announces That the Canadian!
Smelting Works Will

at Once

Take Up the Enterprise.

He Also Speaks of the Reductions Offered
in the Freight and Treatment Rates
on Silver=Lead Ores.

TRAIL, Dec. 28.—(Special)—W. H.
Aldridge has just returned from an
extended eastern trip and states that
the Canadian smelting works will pro-

ceed at once with the construction of
a refinery at Trail of sufficient capacity
to handle the present bullion output
of the country. The plant will be to
a certain extent experimental, but as
soon as it is shown that sufficient bul-
lion can bg obtained to insure its be-
coming a commercial success it will
be enlarged and extended, or, possibly,
another plant will be built at Nelson
or on the coast.

Mr. Aldridge says that all of the
metal markets have been most un-
satisfactory to the mines, smelters
and refineries. The fall in lead and
silver has affected the receipts of
some of the Kootenay lead-silver mines
to the extent® of $600,000 annually,
comparing the quotations for these
metals in January last with those at
the present time. The smeltery have
glso lost heavily in buying and selling
on a falling market, it requiring on
an average of from four to five months
for the smelters to realize upon metals
purchased from the time the ore has
been brought from the mines.

The decline in metal prices since the
beginning of the year has been, ap-
proximately, as follows: Copper from
¥71-2 cents to 121-2 cents per pound;
London lead from £18 sterling to £10
sterling, and silver from 62 cents to 54
cents per ounce.

The railways and smelters are thor-
oughly alive to the situation, and while
London lead is at present prices, will
Join in making a reduction for the
coming year in freight and treatment
charges on clean lead ores of $4 per
ton. The smelters are willing to re-
duce their charges providing they can
be relieved from the danger of incur-
ring further losses due ‘to decline in
metals, and as it is generally conceded
that thqafnresent prices of metals have

v

nearly reached bottom it would seem
entirely fair to the mines to make
the change at this time.

To accomplish this it is proposed

that preliminary settlements involving |

the payment of 90 per cent of the pro-
ceeds will be made as soon as the re-
sults are obtained from the smelter,
the final settlement to be made on
quotations for metals 90 days after
the preliminary settlement. It is pro-
posed to reduce the zinc limit from
10 per cent to 8 per cent. Which would

mean that on clean lead ores earrying |

40 per cent lead and over the total re-
duction in freight and treatment char-
ges will be $4 per ton, while on ores
containing over 8 per cent zinc¢ the net
reduction will be $3 per ton.

The above reductions in rates will
not compensate the rhines for their
losses in the decline of metals from
the first of the year to the present
time, but as the quotations for London
lead during the latter part of 1900
and the beginning of 1901 were abnor- |
mally high it is hoped that the mines
will find it in their interest to continue
operations at these figures. The aver-
age price of London lead for a num-
ber of years has been between £12
and £13 sterling, and as a reduction
of $4 per ton of ore is equivalent to
$11 per ton of lead, assuming the ore
to contain 40 per cent lead, and that
the smelter pays for 90 per cent, this
reduction of $4 would correspond to
an increased price for lead in ore of
£2 6s, making the present lead quota-
tion, on the basis of last year’s rates,
£12 9s 9d.

Mr. Aldridge says his company is
spending large amounts of money in
enlargements and improvements, and
will continue to do so in spite of the
present temporary depression in the
metal markets, believing that there
will shortly be an improvement in
these prices and that the production
of the silver-lead properties
country will get back to former figures.

FILIPINO MURDERERS

RECORDS OF CASES SENT TO THE
WAR DEPARTMENT AT
WASHINGTON.

NATIVES WHO TAKE SERVICE
WITH AMERICANS SPEC-
IALLY MARKED.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28.—Many Fil-
ipinos who accept service under Amer-
ican rule are visited with awfal ven-
gaance by their fellow countrymen. The
records of a case have been received at

the war department in which three na-
tive policemen, who had been sent from,
Laocag to San Nicholas, in Northern
Luzon, for duty at the latter point, wern
seized and bound by an armed band of
Filipino outlaws, taken before a priest
to be confessed an@ tuen flung alive into
a well ,after being hacked with bolos.
Their assaflants then filled up the well
with loose earth. One. of the band, Wen-
ceslao Rosalas, who was brought to
trial, was sentenced to be hanged.

Another native policeman met his
death at the hands of an outlaw band
in the Barrio of San Antonion, Lagu.na.?
province. The outlaws were lying in
ambush awaiting the passage of a pat-
rol of three policemen, and upon their
approach the waiting Filipinos sprang
out and acptured ome of the three. A
few days later his body was found in a
neighboring river weighted with a heavy
rock, showing wounds through his heart
and in his‘neck. Two of the members
of the outlaw band who Were captured
. Were sentenced by the military commis-
ion to be hanged,

The Filipinos who took part .in the'
murder of an unknown native, accused |
of beéing an American spy, beheaded the
body and buried it in the city of Man-
ila, were sentenced to be hanged.

Another outlaw band seized a native
man and woman for no apparent mot- |
ive and killed them by striking them
with clubs on the back of their nedks.
Marigno Zales, a native meémber of the
. band, who was brought to trial, gave
the following rather végue explanation:
“They were relative, uncle and aunt,

of mine, and I had to do'it to save my
Hfe.”

The military commission which tried
him found him guilty of murder, but
the sentence was confinement at hard
Hbor for 20 years. General Chaffee ap-
proved the sentence and fully concurred
in the remark 46f the department com-
mander in forwarding the papers in the
case, that the sentence was inadequate.

WORD OF MISS STONE.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Dec. 28.—Dis-
aptches form Salonica report W. W.
Peet, treasurer of the missionary society
in Constantinople, has established com-
munication with the brigands who bold
Miss Ellen' M. Stone captive and hopes
that the release of Miss Stone will be ac-
complished within a fortnight.

SCHEEPERS ON TRIAL

ADMITTED THAT HE HAD OR-
' DERED WHIPPING AND KIL-
LING OF NATIVES.

ATTEMPT TO JUSTIFY HIS ACTS
ON GROUND THAT VICTIMS
WERE SPIES.

GRAAF REINET, Cape Colony, Dec.
28 —Commandant Scheepers, who 1is
rrobably the most hatéd of all the
priconers now in the hands of the
British, and whose trial was recently
suspended owing to his physical col-
lapee, today testified in his own behalf.
Hc¢ made a vigorous defence and denied
six of the seven murders with which he
was charged. He declared that in the
other case the man killed was a native
spy who had been tried regularly and
convicted.

Scheepers admitted whipping natives
whno had been found guilty of convey-
ing information to the enemy, so-called
unarmed native scouts being in his opin-
ion, simply native spies. He said that
he had had them whipped frequently,
and justified theiry shooting.

He declared that the looting and burn-
ing of government buildings were repri-
sals in accordance with De Wet’s pro-
clamation. Scheepers asscrted that he
always fed and treated his prl.soners as
weli as he was able.

BECOME MORE STRAINED.

WILLEMSTADT, Island of Curacoa,
Dec. 28.—Reports received from Caracas
say the relations between Germany and
Venezuela become more strained every
day. The Venezuelan government sus-
pended traffic on the Germdn railroad
because the company, in view of threats
of insurgents, refused to tramsport
troops unless the government guaran-
teed it against losses which might be
sustained by the destruction of its road
and equipment. The stations are occu-
pied by troops. The German legation at
Caracas has entered an energetic pro-
tedt against the government’s action.

A TEXAS FIRE.

Two Lives Lost and a Large Amount
of Property Destroyed.

DALLAS, Texas, Dec. 29.—A special

to the Times-Herald from - Calvert,
Texas, says fire this afternoon had up
to 1:30 o’clock caused the loss of two
and probably more lives, and property
damage to the extent of $150,000. The
telegraph wires then were burned out
and it is feared there are more casu-
alties and greater loss.

THE TIENTSIN QUESTION.

e

SHANGHAI, Dec. 28.—A report has

been received here to the effect that
Yuen Shi Kai, viceroy of Chi Li prov-
ince, has advised the Chinese court to
remain at Pao Ting Fu until the min-
isters of ‘the foreign powers to China

consent to restore Tientsin to Chinese
control.

of the.

TALE OF THE
TELEPHON.

Behind the suit for foreclosure and
the winding up of the affairs of | the
Columbia Telegraph & Telephone com-
pany, says the Vancouver Province,
institutéd in this city by Mr. R. Kerr
Houlgate, and in which Mr. Justice
Irving made an order here last Fri-
day, there is an interesting bit of his-
tory which The Province gleaned
from a gentleman just arrived in |this
city from Grand Forks.

The story deals with the efforts of
two telephone campanies to maintain
and operate systems in the Kootenays
with connections to Spokane. As is
generally the case where two telephone

companies enter into competition the
strife for patronage was great, and
the result is that one of the companies
has been operating under great 1oss,
while the other has also lost . money
and tHe sSubscribers have had to -
cur the expense of having two tele-
Phones if efficient service was desired.
Some five or six years ago a tele-
! phone line was installed and operated
from the XKootenay country to Spo-
| kane. Systems were placed in Spo-
kane, Rossland, Nelson, Greenwood,
Grand Forks and other points where
'it was thought business could be se-
cured. This line was built by the Spo-
| kane & British Columbia Telephone
company, the principal . stockholders
in which concern were Messrs. Oakes
and Arig. At nearly every point where
the Spokane & British Columbia Tel-
! ephone system was installed it was
forced to enter into competition with
[the Vernon & Nelson Telephone ¢om-
pPany, which was first in the field. The
inevitable result was that the rates
for telephones were cut to the graound.
Lots of instruments were installed by
both companies, but the revenue de-
rived was not of such proportions
that either company could pay- oper-
ating expenses.
| Both companies concluded to make
| the fight one to a finish, &nd the pub-
{lic laughed and imagined itself bene-
| fited, but it turned out that the ma-
jority of people were forced to |sub-
scribe to both systems so  that tele-
phonic communication . could be se-
cured with all the persons who used
the telephone. The result- was that
taken in the aggregate the rates for
service were higher to those who were
forced to use both systems and a great
deal of dissatisfaction was felt.
| Early in the game Messrs. Oakes
'and Aris felt the loss of the money
which they had invested, and. finally
Ithey were forced to sell their holdings
to Mr. C. O’Brien Reddin, well known
throughout the province as a mining
and investment broker. When the sale
was put through Messrs. OakeS™and

$10,000—not a small amount for a min-
ing man like Mr. Oakes to pay for the
privilege of owning a telephone line
for a short while.

The Columbia Telegraph & Tele-
phone system was maintained for a
time by C. O’Brien Reddin, who was
at that time a resident of Rossland.
Its destinies did not remain long in
his hands for he sold out to Messrs.
Donald and Davie of Grand Forks,
and it is rumored that when the tele-
phone interests and Mr. O’Brien Red-
din parted company his experience in
the opposition telephone company was
not a happy one.

Messrs. Donald and Davie concluded
that they would force the fighting and
put the opposition of the Vernon &
Nelson Telephone company on the
shelf. With this idea in view they in-
terested the financial of a well known
institution of Grand Forks. Backed bY
practically unlimited . capital Messrs.
Donald and Davie extended the sys-
tem of the Columbia Telegraph & Tele-
phone company and the plant was put
in such condition that it was at all
events the equal of that belonging to
the opposition company. A great deal
of ready cash was invested in these
improvements, but the proprietors
found that as their operations became
more extensive there was even a
greater shortage in the receipts than
had formerly been the case. Messris.
Donald and Davie felt the loss to a
certain extent, but their financial
backers bore the brunt of the cost of
maintenance, and it is reported . that
close on $150,000 was sunk in a very
short time. All this occurred during
the past two years, and during that
time the Columbia Telegraph & Tele-
phone company has been. steadily los-
ing money, and so did the Vernen &
Nelson Telephone company, till the
Columbia company was, as the suit in-
dicates, forced to the wall,

The suit which was instituted by
Mr. Houlgate will likely culminate in
the purchase of the interests of the
Columbia Telegraph & Telephone com-
pany by the Vernon & Nelson com-
pany, and so the disastrous competi-
tion, which has been continued so
long, will end. It is estimated that
after the purchase of the interests of
the former company has been effected
the loss to the financial institution
which backed it will not be less than
$70,000—not very satisfactory for the
backers. '

It is but the natural sequence of
events that where two telephone com-
panies seek patronage in one particu-
lar district one should be forced to
the wall. From the point of view of
The Province’s informant two tele-
phone companies are a decided nul-
sance and competition In such cases
is a thing not to be desired again by
those who have experienced the ex-
periment. With few exceptions com-
petition is a good thing, but In the
case of telephone companies it is
something which one should pray to
be preserved from.

SENATOR SEWELL DEAD.

CAMDEN, N. J., Dec. 28—United
States Senator William J. Sewell died
at his home here yesterday. He suf-

stomach and heart troubles,
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CITY TICKET OFFICEH:

Ziegler Block, . Corner Riverside and
Howaxd.
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AND ALL POINTS EAST.

J. W. HILL, General Agent,
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A. D. CHARLTON, A.G.P.A.,
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Four Fine Fast Trains Each Way
Minneapolis and St. Paul
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Chicago and Milwaukee
EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR

-"m. North-Westem Limited” steams
heated, electric lighted, with eleetrig
berth lights, compartment sleepers,
buffet library cars, and free chair cATS,
is al.geolutely the finest train in the
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