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dition, which bas been used by the Church from the
peginning. Second—Hermmutlca_;l Tradition, that is,
she creeds, liturgy, &. And third—Oral Tradition,
whioch Jast, the Church of Rome says, was given by
our Saviour and His.Apostles. and which has come
down to the present time ; but which we deny as there
is Do recognition of it in the Scnptur_es. Look at the
effect of Oral Tradition. It was given to man in
{hree different ages of the world. First, to Adam,
and men became 80 corrupt, that the truth was lost,
and God was obliged to make another revelation ;
gecondly to Noah, which was at length almost lost,
antil God made Himself known again; thirdly, to

, Afterwards God jcommitted the written
law to Moses on the tables of stone.

That Christ and His Apostles said many things
which were never written cannot be doubted, but how
are we to know what t_hey were ? The Church of
Rome would say by tradition. There cannot,be any-

ing more uncertain than that. Why were the Jew-
ish and Christian Scriptures committed to writing.
1t was to preserve them against the casualities of an
oral communication. There is nothing more uncertain
than the sending of unwritten messages. Start an
oral commnunication eighteen ocenturies ago—what

rsions it would emscounter in the long line of
s:;:ni. It would pass through so many hands,
suffering from the manipulations of every one of them,
so that long before it would reach our times, the
alterations and mutilations practiced upon it by ignor-
anoe, superstition, and prejudice would almoss destroy
ita identity, and put it past recognition. *The form
of sound words'’ which the Church inenlcates upon
her children are, first—the Holy Scriptures; second
—the Consensus and Praxis Eoclesia, gathered from
the fathers, councils, and historians. The authority
of Holy Scripture is paramount and ultimate, that of
the Consensus and Praxis secondary and confirmatory.
What the discipline and rules of the Church were—
we learn from the fathers. The New Testament was
not written until from thirty to sixty years after the
death of Christ. There were, therefore, worship,
discipline, organization, and a oreed established before
the New Testament was written. The New Testa-
ment is not at all systematized—but the doctrine
taught by Christ and His Apostles are constantly
referred to, and there is & recognition of them
throughout the whole. The teaching and preaching
of the Apostles was as much the Word of God before
the New Testament was written as it was after. But
in order to avoid corruption through tradition the
New Testament was written. We have the Apostles’
Oreed, the Nicene Creed, and St. Athenasius Creed,
which are summaries of the Gospel. The Nicene
Oreed was founded on the ancient creeds by the
Oouncil of Nice, A.D. 825, and was adopted as the
rule of faith by the universal Church in aH subse.
quent times.

The traditions embodied in the Jewish writings
grew up, like our English common law, from particalar
cases and decisions, as a rtanding commentary on the
Written Law. The canonicity of the New Testament
was, I believe, decided by the Council of Carthage.
So far as we know, the first Council to enamerate the
Ko%kssot the New Testament was that of Carthage,

.D. 897.

The Church of Rome has substituted what is called
the Apostolical Tradition for the pure Word of God.
According to the Council of Trent, Apostolical Tra-
ditions have the same authority as the Word of God
ltself. Aocording to some of the Cardinals, Tradition
18 the foundation of the Scriptures, which cannot
subsist without ,Tradition, while Tradition subsists
very well without the Bible.. Cardinal Ballermino,
one of the greatest theologians of the Roman Catholic
Charch, asserts that the Scriptures without Tradition
are neither necessary nor sufficient, and some Tra-
ditions are greater than the Word of God, and more
obligatory to be observed, which, of ecourse, is con-
trary to the teaching of the Church of England. The
Stream of Jewish tradition is embodied in the Tar:
5“-“{!- An account of the early oral Targums and

ewish Talmudic tradition, is given by different
Writers. As in the case of the Otﬁl Law, and after-
wards of the Oral Massora, the force of circumstances
compelled the final writing down of the Targum. In
the Talmuds some fine illastrasions of she Word of
are given. When I was quite a youth, I read
Some of the Talmuds.

“ And when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame

Solomon, she came to prove Solomon with hard
questions at Jerusalem—and Solomon told her all

questions,” 2 Chron, xovi. 12. It is now many
yoars since I read the Talmuds, but in the Talmud
of Gemara the following very beaatifal illustration of
the above e is recorded. I quote from memory,
'be Queen of Sheba, attracted by the great repuis-
tion of Solomon, set out to visit shis celebrated poten-
iate at his own court, with the intention to ask ques-
tions, and to realize the extent of his matohless

Om. The interview commenced in the presence

of ihe whole court. At the foot of the throne stood
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flowers—the one composed of natural, the other of
artificial art emulated the lively hues and the varia-
gated beanties of nature, so that at the distanoe it
was held by the Queen for the inspection of Jerusalem's
monarch, it was deemed impossible for him to decide
as her question imported—which was the natoral and
which the artificial wreath. The sagacious Solomon
sesmed posed; & solemn silence pervades the assem bly;
the son of David inspects the garlands with attention.
The Jewish Court looked solemn, it was a time of
awful suspense. At length an expedient presented
itself to this highly favoured king and 'philosopher,
observing a cluster of bees hovering on the outside of
one of the windows, he commanded it to be opened,
the sovereign mandate was obeyed, and the bees
rushing into the Court alighted instantly on one of the
wreaths, while not a single one fixed npon the other.
The decision was no longer difficnlt—she mystery
was now unfolded, the learned Rabbins shook their
beards in rapture, and the wondering Sheba, the
potent empress of the South, had now an additional
reason to be astonished at the wisdom of Solomon. I
bave given this illustration fso that Mr. Lee may
3sve some idea of the Tradition of the Tulmuds of the
ews.

The Cburch of England in her 6th Article says : —
‘“In the name of the Holy Scripture we do understand
those canonical books of the Old and New Testament,
of whose authority was never any doubt in the Church.
All the books of the New Testament, as they are
commonly received, we do receive, and account them
canonical.” With regard to the Apoorapba, the
Artiole says:—'‘ And the other books (as Hierome
saith) the Church doth read for example of life, and
instruction of manners, but yet doth it not apply them
to establish any dootrine.” The word canonical means
that which may be taken as a rule, and is used to dis-
tinguish them from those books which may not be
taken to establish any dootrine. The Adpocrypha are
books of doubtful origin and aunthority. * They are
80 called from a Greek word, which signifies hidden,
because their authors were not known, nor are the
proofs of their mission upon record, for which reasons
their writings were not received in the Canon of the
Jewish Church.” ,

The Bible contains the revealed will of God, and is
a perfect rule of faith and practice. A plain Christian,
by prayer and diligent reading, may understand as
much of it as is necessary, without the assistance of
learned criticisms.

October 10th. PriLip TooQuUE,

A PETITION FROM THE INDIANS.

S1r,— The subjoined letter bas just reached me. It
is & literal transiation of a petition sent to me by the
Indians of Negwenenang, under Mr. Renisou's ocare.
It speaks for itself, and I am sure the prayer will be
answered. 1 can, myself, bear witness to the need of
the new church, baving visited the mission a few
weeks ago. The old oue is of logs, the interspaces
filled with mud, all crooked and broken, while a score
of crevices gape here and there, so tbat the winter
wind will soon come whistlm%‘through them, stinging
80 sharply that the heat of the new stove, so kindly
provided by some friends will not be felt six feet away.
No wonder that they rk h'e'rl;el that tl.)'ey be no
longer famished (frozen) w y pray.

Ogontribntions will be thankfully received either by
myself (at Hunteville, Muskoks), or by the Treasurer,
A. H. Campbell, Eeq., 17 Manning Arcade, Toronto.

Owing to the remoteness of the mission, and the
great expense of purchasing and portaging material,

ill be needed.
84 loast $1,000 wi E. ALGOMA,

To the Big Black Coat: _

DEARLYWBELOVED,—WO. the Indians here of Neg:
winenang, now make & beginuning in order that eighty
logs may be prepared for a charch which is to be
bmlt. This is all our ability. We are very poor.
Money none have we. But we beseech you to help
us pretty much, that we may give till the cburch be
completed. As for our giff, this is all it is like,
ighty logs, and nothing more.

l [} i
na%: zh:nk you for your pa«t belp, and pow we still

lieve in you, that you will help us, we be no longer
:mis'hodzhon we pray. We, the Indians, will do
Yes, and we do thank you that you bave
been merciful o us, who are very poor. Signed,
FrepERICK A. OsHKAPIDIKA, SEYMOUR OBESEEKUNG,
Petee Prp1G00GUN, JosEPH MUGWA, and others.

_ Cmronic CoucHs axp CoLps and all Diseases of

broat and Lungs can be cured by
‘Sl:ﬂ"l; Em:loion, as it contains the healing virtues of

- B! i
Liver Oil and Hypo ites in the fullest
g:gwh'u W. 8. Moer, M. D., L. R. C. P, etc., 'l;r::)'.:

: % After three years’' ex
N.jd' us'éo?t{; Emalsion one of the very best in the

SKETCH OF LESSON.
21sT Sunpay Arter Trivity. Oor. 21sT, 1888.
Sanl's life spared.

Passage to be read.—1 Samuel xxiv. 1 8; xxvi. 1-12.

How dreadful it is for two persons to be always
qaarelling ; and how sad, when the one is disposed to
be friendly, to see the other persist in his unfriendli-
nees. So it was with David and Saul. We have eean Saul
persecuting David ; now see those persecutions consin-
ued in two instances, which show in & marked way how
differently Sanl and David behaved to each other.

I. 1. S8awl and David at En-Gedi (xxiv. 1.8.) To
escape from Saul, David went into the very rugged
country about En-gedi, and hid himself in one of the
caves in the steep mountain side. But even here Saul
followed, and happened to enter the very ocave in
which David was. Unable to see David as he went in
from the light, David, looking out from the darkness,
oould plainly see him. How easily could David have
killed Saul. Indeed the men who were with him,
uarged him to do so. But David would not listen to
them ; he would not lift his hand against the Lord's
snnointed. He however approached Saul quietly,
and cut off a piece of his robe. Then, when Saul left
the cave, David followed, and from a distance, showed
the king the piece of the robe, pointing to it as an
evidence that he did not seek the king's hurt, and
that S8aul, therefore, ought not to listen to those who
said he did. (v. 9-15.) When Saul saw how he had
beenin David's power, and how David had sruod
him, he was very sorry for his jealovs and suspicious
conduct, and made friends with David. (v. 16 22.)

2. Saul and David at Haochilah, (xxvi. 1-12), But
alas! Sanl soon became udtriendlé again, and went
out once more againss David, the Ziphites telling him
where David was. When David knew this, he went
at night, when Saul and all his people were asleep,
right up to the place where Saul lay. Again the king
was in David's power, and Abishai (who had accom-
suhd David) desired with one blow to slay the king.

ut as before David would not touoh the Lord's An-
nointed. He however took away his s and the
cruse of water whioch was at his head. Then from a
safe distance, he upbraided the people for not proteot-
ing the king, (v. 18-16,) and showed Saul the spare
:%tho cruse he had taken, begging him to make
peace. (v.18-20.) So Saul was again greatly affect.
ed, and promised that he weuld no more seek to harm
David. (v. 21.25))

II. Now in both these instances we see—

1. The Relentlessness of Saul. For Saul knew that
David was to be king, (ob. xjii. 14, xv. 28, xxiv. 20)
Also that he was innooent of any offence against him.
Yet he hated him, and persecuted bhim with the ut-
most bitterness, He was determined to have his life.
And so he pursned him into the most difficult and in -
aoocessible (ob. xxiv. i, 2.)

2. The Generosity of David—S8urely David would
take the first opportunity of imself of so re.
lentless an enemy, and that self defence would

jus ;‘i:ln in him, BB: :& ; th:&gh opporfun-
ity o m w' 's v would not
pzrmlt bim to lay violent hands on one whom he re-
cognized, in spite of his wickedness, as the Lord's
anpointed, his generous and forgiving spirit would
not allow him to hurt even the enemy who was seek-
ing his life. What a contrast is the bebaviour of
e two men.
]

AN EASTERN LEGEND,

Where the Mo-tt‘:\:.ol Omar now stands in stony
Jerusalem, and w of old the gorgeous Temple
of Solomon reared its lofty head, was once a '
the joing of two loving brothers. The
younger brethren was a bachelor, the
elder a married man and the happy father of several
ochildren. T did these good brothers eulti-
vate the field, which had been left to them in
common by their mother on her deathbed. 1%

one harvest time that the brothers reap-
od field, and gathered the yellow sheaves into
two equal-sized stacks. Now, while the harvest-
moon shone upon the earth, it peeped into the
window of the y brother, who lay awake

sight. A sudden thought
came into hismind : ‘ My brother has a wife and

s family to masintain, and yet our are of .
equal size. Thas, in my opinion, is not as it should
be. I will arise, and fake a fow sheav m my

i o8
stack and add them to my brother's. He will not
see what I have done, and he will not therefore
hin younger brother arose from his

So the
bed, and went and took several sheaves off his own
Iaid them on his brother’'s, and then

market. Veaz excellent in Throat affections.” Pat

Sheba's Queen, in each hand she held a garland of

up in 50c. an $1 size.

and
went back to bed, But in the wame night, only




