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There endlcss crowds of liars lie,

And darkness makes their chains ;
» “Tortured with keen despair they cry,
Yt wait fur fiereer pains.

Not all their anguish and their blood
For their old guilt atones,

Nor the compassion of a God
Shalt bearken to their groans.”

D.G. K.
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Original Communications.

ON CHRISTIAN PROFESSION.*

The profession of the insincere and inconsistent,
whatever they themselves may think of it, is, in the
sight of God, utterly vuin. This much is implied in the
interrogatory of our Lord, previously quoted, ‘* why
eall ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which
I say :—us if he had suid, mere profession in ilself,
withoutl obedience, is lighter than vanity, as empty
and as unsubstanual, *“ as sounding brass, or a tink-
ling cymbal”---is nothing worth, ahsolutely vain.
Hercin does St. James agree with our Lord. ¢ Ifany
i man among you,' says he, ‘‘seem to be religious,”

: " makes a profession of piety, *‘and bridleth not his
Ji tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s re-
ligion is vain ;*’ nothing better than the ¢ chaff which

the wind driveth nway.” ‘I'bis is the unerring de-

cision of that Being. whose prerogative it is to

s gearch the heart” and ** weigh the actions’’ of men.

He cannot be deceived : all his judgments are accord-

ing to truth : and in the great day of ¢ dread deci-

rion,”’ the vanity of all religious profession, without

o rorrespondent religious experience and practice,

will be madn to appear.  Sagh a profession, we also

regard, as being decidedly ‘injurious. ‘I'he charac-

ters in question may flatter themselves with thg idea

< that they are a benetit to the cause of Christianity,
] and to tha religious body, to which they have been
permitted to connect themselves.  But, in this par-
tieular, they *“think of themselves more highly than
they ought to think,” and being *“ vainly pufied up
by their fleshly mind,” attach to themselves u greater
importance than they by any meana deserve.  They
are an injury rather than a benefit to a soeiety of
real chrishans.  To the sech{rs of religion they are
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certainly injurious.  ‘Uhesd look for proper examples
it from those who profess to be members of a christian
f ! church ; and when they witness the inconsistent con-
3;.‘ duct of such, their minds are too often harassed with

i doubtsas to the reality of relizion itself, and are here-
by either retnrded in their progress, or © turned out
ot the way.”” Not less injurious to the youny CAris-
tian Convert is the conduct of inconsistent profes-
gors.  Itia natural for the newly converted to 1nitate
i the eonduct of their seniors in religious profession.

: i Laxity of conduct in the latter has a great tendeucy
' to lead the foriner 10 adopt the dangerous belief, that
. dhey may live, with impunity, as loosely as others
{ who have long borne the ‘“ name of Christ,” Lut have

not heen careful to ““depart from all iniquity.:*

1 The injurious influence of these pretenders extends
likewise to the inlerests of religion gencrally. Were
all its professorato “ walk worthy” of their high and
holy vocation, aund **adorn the doctrine of Christ
: their Saviour in all things,” many, through their in-
strumentality, would doubtless ke won from the paths

' of vice to those of piety. But in consequence of the
nconsistent, unjustifiable deportment of many who
<all themselves Christians, and are connected with the
visible cliurches of Christ, sinners are hardened in
their sins and prejudiced against religion. Nuy, itis
well, il they are not thereby led to deny it3 exis-
tence, as an inward and spiritual principle of righte-
L . ousness to mun and holiness to God. 'Thus often is
religion ‘“ wounded” deeply ‘‘in the Louse of its”

*Concluded fiom page 198,

professed * (riends ;” and on its sacred head qpy
dealt the censures, which, in ull jusiice, should f})
upon the heads of its unworthy professors,

‘I'he profession of such, if confided in, will, in jis
results prove ruinousto the parties concerned : ¢ Nog
every one that saith unto me, Lord Lord, shall enter
into the kingdomn of beaven; bLut he that doeth the
.will of my Father which 13 in heaven”---and, agif
this were not a sufticient warning, itis added, * many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we got
prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name have cant
out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful
works ? and then will I profess unto them, [ neyer
knew you : depart from wme ye thal work iniquity.”
To counvince persous of the ruinous tendency of a
mere profession of religion without obedience, the
Saviour elsewhere compares the conduct of sueb,
who are trusting in this ** cobweb of lies,” to the
folly and ruin of the man, who ** without a founda-
tion built an house upon the earth ; agninst which
the stream did beat vehemently, and immedately it
fell, and the ruin of that house was greatl.” ith
guch views how furcible is the exhortation of St
James---** be ye doers of the word, and not Rearers
only, deceiving your own selves ;> and how justis
the inference ot St. Paul, ¢ for not the hearers of the
law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall
be justiﬁ’ed.” Distress and destruction shall certainly
come upon all inere professionalists ; and though, at
last, like those who had lanips but no oil, they may
cry, ‘“ Lord, Lord, open unto us,” he will answer and
say, ““verily 1 say unto you I know ye not.” Like
the man without the wedding garment, * the righte-
ousness of the saints,”* they shall be * bound hand
and foot and taken away and cast into outer dark-
ness,---there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
He that has ears to hear let him hear !

Christian Professors ! permit the writer to inquire
--have you profession only—the mere name of re-
ligion—the shade without the reality—the form witk-
out the power of godliness > Or do you really enjoy
inward grace—the love of God and man— the abid-
ing witness of the divine Spirit in your hearts 2 You
talk ahout religion—perhaps, are zealous for its
forms and external circumstantials :—but do you
obey God ?  Are the keeping of his commandmeats
more to vou than all whole burntofferings and sacri-
fices 2 You profess the religion of the Saviour—but
are you solicitous to do the things which he says’
Are you sincerely serving him—following his foot-
steps and imitaiing his example ¢ T'hese are vitally
important questions, and in answering them, you
should be strict, faithful, and impartial. It is not
the belonging to this Church or to that Church, that
will constitute you Chri-tians in reality, but ‘“the
loving and serving God with all your hearts, and the
loving your neighbours as yourselves.” If, nlﬂ_S!
any of you should discover that you have heen satis-
fying vourselvestoo much with profession only, witb-
out religion itself, awake from the dream, realize )8
folly, and repent of your sin. Let this be your
sincere, yourfervent, your constant prayer--**Cleanse
thou e from secret faults ; keep back thy servait
also fromn presumptuous sins :—“Search me. 0 God,
and know my heart, try me and know my thoughts;
and see it there be any wicked-way in me, und lead
e in the way everlasting.” Ocoioyos.

May 17, 1839.
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LoxceviTy.—Died yesterday (Friday,) morning,
atthe advanced age of 115, Henry Brough, of Walm-
gate, in this city, match-vender, better known hy the
name of ““the old Jew.” We understand Brough
was born at New York, and was, in his youth, in the
army—he being present at, besides others, the battle
of Bunker’s Hill, in America, fought on June 17,
1775, when he stood six feet twvoinches bigh.—y‘” '
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