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■and that I should instead of going 
to Kngland have taken part in 
in public life in Canada. 1 wholly 
agree as to the first duty of every citi­
zen of a country to his own land, and 
I hope that in earlier years and more 
fortunate circumstances I have shown 
myself not wholly neglectful of that 
duty to my countrymen. (Cheers. ) 
In pursuance of that view 1 have on 
all former occasions always discounten­
anced and rejected flattering sugges­
tions which have occasionally been 
made of my removal to what was 
thought a wider sphere. My own coun­
try was and is good enough tor me— 
(tremendous cheers)—and I clung to 
her service while I could. I$ut circum­
stances, which it is needless now to de­
tail, had divorced me from that ser­
vice, and after full consideration I had 
concluded that time must either 
settle or eliminate the difference of 
opinion which subsisted between me 
and those with whom I had acted, and 
upon all other than one question was 
still desirous to act in Canadian public 
life, 
pened
tion reached mo I had turned to

TIIIO < ni'NTKR DEMONSTRATION.
! am told that Canada has nothing 

t<> do with home rule; that Canada docs 
not in truth, favor home rule; that I 
am connected with a disgraced and 
failing cause ; that some counter de 
monstration must be held at once to 
wipe out the stain of this reception 
and to signify to Britain the true opin­
ion of Toronto and of Canada 
home rule. Sir,I think we may a third to

not so favorable or promising as they the legislative body of Ireland, or the 
• a few weeks ago. The prices of consent of the corporation interested, 

cattle and sheep are desperately low. the rights, property or privileges of 
and this will affect the capacity of any existing corporation incorporated 
Ireland horse It to help, as she helped : by royal charter or local and general 
according to her power in times gone 
by. Other sources of supply formerly 
available are not availahe now. I ask 
not only those in this gathering, hut 
all those to whom in;, words may 
go through the press, the Irish 
race through Canada, to recognize this 
emergency, to remember that our 
struggle may still be protracted for 
two or three years, and help the cause.
! am giving’ to the va use those two or 
three years of my life, and I may 
fairly ask you to give what you can.
1 should hut ill discharge the duty 
which your kindness imposed upon me 
if i did not say a few words as to some 
of the objects and characteristics of the 
great measure we advocate. It is em­
phatically

act et Parliament." Applause.
Now, these provisions may he 

argued to he inadequate. Let us dis 
cuss the objections when they are 
taken, and make them adequate if 
they appear inadquate. Jlear, hear. ) 
At any rate, they show the principle 
which is agreed to. Again, the Irish 
people have agreed and the hill pro 
vides that they shall have no power to 
deal locally with trade, commerce or 
navigation, with customs or excise, 
with army, nn
peace, war, or foreign relations with 
the colonies and India, or 
other common and Imperial 
For all these, which are the true ele­
ments < f union between (iront Britian 
and Ireland, the union continues, and 
a common Parliament and executive 
will act still. , Hear, hear.) All they 
claim is tin* local management of their 
local affairs.

as to

this action with great good humor. 
'.Applause. We may differ indeed as 
to its taste, but apart from the quest! 
ot taste it is not of very much import. 
1 know, as I have told you, that Canada 
is not literally unanimous for homo 

1 know that in this great city, 
where- certain elements are so strong, 
it is the easiest thing in the world to 
gather a meeting against it. I know 
that many members of the association 
to which 1 have referred, and 
some others are opposed to home 
rule, but this I also know, that 
the Liberal

rule. or militia, with

with any 
concerns.

Nor a measure or nisi nion

mous in favor of"home rule. <A„- 0,r s,1',ara ,on' or d.s,n ,->■«„„„ or
pinnae ,>—that of the Conservative party **"•*•' * '«’» '■«» ;""l
a very large majority are in tax or of 1 T ’ T’ l"? " "rst, 
it, that in all more than four out of ; ? mT, »a,mv , llear

■rv live Canadians, as I said before. ! “,a 1 1 , * 1,UNl8ure, wh'''h
are in tavor of Home Unie Now, I , !mfonU'' 1 W!M ,,1"aW
have not the least objection in >he In.penal 1 a,Lament to d.seharge
world to the meeting of the small f ""portant inipi-rial and comme,,
minority against us, 1 have not tll(. |‘1»»“ noxv m ereJy beyond ,ts power 
least objection in the world to their pmp(irl-V ,0 ,lls,hai”,v " 18 
resolutions and expressing their views, 
but 1 respectfully decline to accept 
their verdict. (Cheers. > Why this 
disinclination to ventilate this ques­
tion here ; why this erving out about . .... .
strife and division? Vox. know it is °''j*c'.'xa Government ot that country,

and will, I firmly believe, amongst its 
blessings, 
demand

(Cheers.) Thus it had hap 
that when this invita

Hear, hear, and ap­
plause. iViubtless, Mr. Chairman, 
these affairs will he managed on popu 
lar principles. Doubtless the present 
centralized and autocratie system, 
under which important county husi 
ness is done by sheriffs and grand 
juries, chosen, not r 
and by Castle author!tes, will lm 
modified hear, hear the people will 
gain control of their own 
Doubtless there will he, hut doubtless 
there ought to he a change in this di 

this, though naturally not 
agreeable to the present ruling Minis 
try in these concerns, seems just to us.
Hear, hear, and cheers. We would 

not tolerate in Canada for 2 1 hours the 
condition that obtains in this regard in 
Ireland. (Loud cheers.) They say 
there will be oppression. How ? By 
whom ? In what ? There have, been 
oppression and ascendancy, and those 
who now express these fears were the 
supporters of that system. (Hear, hear 
and applavse. But 1 have, shown

those other spheres of usefulness 
which remained open to me, of our 
university, not far from here, and the 
Law Society, of which I was the head, 
and so giving to them the time which 
I had formerly devoted to politics. 1 
had also engaged for a year or so in 
the pleasing task of making the 
acquaintance of my own family, 
which your service had prevented my 
accomplishing for twenty-five years 
before and of resuming some slight 
connection with the profession which 
your service had also divorced me 
from for a very long period. There 
were ties enough, then, of relationship 
and friendship, business and affairs, 
minor, but still important duties, to 
make me feel in

j to-day with Irish and every other 
It will also conferparish business, 

great local advantages on Ireland. It 
will give speed, economy and elliciency 
in carrying into effect the popular will

concerns.

rectum, and

because the objectors know that they 
are but an insignificant fraction of
our whole people, and thev don’t want , , „ .. ,, , , ... .
tli" decision of the. Canadian ,,,,,,,hi wh:a,,taPcs,T !" , I*’
froelv jfix’on. Su-, I appeal unto (!n,‘ »N I/"" '“T i
Osar : I invito friends of Home liule L"; ’ ha“ m": " V 110 wnml,.‘r 1
,.«• . , think that North America, en ovnigof whatever creed or race or part v to ,, , .... . , , 1 • n
take rare that next session of ' the ! • ,• "”!•
Canadian Parliament, in the fourth L - g“at p i lK'!. ",v™tl<m <" 
house elected sineo the question he- ‘«la.aHH.n, ot uu.oi. lor common emu 
came a horning one that House shall, ^ 0 ‘/■overnm.m s tor „cal
like its predecessors, give an exprès- f .v,‘r-v ...

. . ? ,. ., tavor ot Home Rue appbed to Ireland,
“'"t ll,y °;ulion ( ayndian Wr know its ,.„,VJIU(ages. Here, as
people upon this question. I Cheers.) als0 in States, xve see local affairs

managed by local legislatures, justice 
administered, property and civil rights 
disposed of, local and municipal i list in 
lions created and supervised, all local 
matters handled locally, while trade, 
commerce and navigation, 
and excise, militia and defence and 
other common concerns are dealt with 
by a central legislature and executive.

. We realize the elliciency thus ol>-
. , , i . .. . l,ls tained in each sphere, and we can see

z 5 xx'mr ’ ,,utrrs g° «<. .nmcuitv i.. «,.Piv-
furthcr yet. \\e have much to cheer ; l|ie ^Hnciplc, to the case in 
US--XCO have conccrmd an anu-Hmnc |u”(L yR would
Rule house into a Home. Rule house SCIlt tn legislation at 
(applause —we. have taken in an ex- 7-,.
haustive poll a popular majority in . ., ' " * < pi « s« n a ion,
Great Britian and Ireland three or four !, ' ^ h"

.. abandoned suggest on of \\ es nuns er times as great as that ot Lon Salis- , , - .. , 4 ... .,7 , , i, .v . legislation for unrepresented Ire and.mirv in the ast House. We, have m- \y i ,, , 1 , ,. I..,.. .. , We lune see that practical and offer-stalled hv that vote ot the members, ,• , , „ . , .-..i live control hv the Province of its ownof winch I was permitted to bo one, a i . ... .,, n i /• . allairs can be reconciled with the eflec-«omo Rnlo t.overunumt on an occmaon tlV(, Vl.si.n ,(l dscxvhcm to he.
xxhtch xvtil he huruaftcr regarded ns lls,(l in impmhnble, hut .............
h stone, xvhe.p. out of Og men 4. W(! ,im| (|im'
xxho could have voted, hi», _ were eult.v in laxv or restraints of eonstitu
fr£ptaj,r
Coercion Act - (cheers) - next Feh- tions the orgnnl law arem,rmj and 
ruary I have to assist ... its «lierai „ v inadvertent or intend,si attempt 
ceremonies, hy winch >t si,all he. eon- vi(lla,e then, fails. We here see

‘X»r;;rrr.onnhr,(7
to be presented to that Parliament such W(. J verv'ntmL-'^ hen;

I as for ton years the, Canadian Con, nU)S| ,(lUd|v erv nut about the danger 
mens has asked. We hope to pass ,t mi„orities in Ireland complain nmst 
through the h.tiglish Commons, hut xve and undue favor
have to meet great dilheulttes ot detail itis,„ t„ minorities here complain in 
in its construction : xve have to meet that ()ntal.in lnRj„r ,v does
divisions in he Irish ranks ; xx-e have 1|ot , I rights he
o repress extremists who may tor lac cause the Ontario minorité is too strong 

tion sake, put all in peril, hearten f()l. jt
timid men, enlighten uninformed men, ,,,u;s As T„ UK1.tutors „ verras.
combat the desperate forces of religious Nmv as t0 th(!  ........ .,.|,e„sio„ of op
prejudtee and class ascendancy and ,,ssi„„ in matters !.f religion, inch'd
grapple wuth a great load of other ques- i„g education, even those who ........ot
turns, and a! tins xvith a popular s|,a,v this .............. nsinn agree that it
majonty of oniy 40 and a hos tie House shouid he relieved hv express provis
ol Txn-ds. W e need your help Can- ion. That ............... F,vas contained in
ada- ' Mr. Gladstone’s Hill of 188(1, and xviil

doubtless reappear. Some talk xvith 
dread of the establishment and endmv 
ment of the. Roman Catholic Church, 

, ... tho Church of the majority in Ireland.
edexpresstono sympathy by Canadian Thev are the. verv people who most 
,.copie through their representatives |mll(,v |)(1Wail the. dis estahlishnmnt and 
addressed to the s, nation as it stands (lisl,nd„xx nment of tin- Knglish Clmreh

V f "0r, ^hlSj,e,S 0r ,nt.n"T the church of the minorilv in Ireland, 
ol a baffled and beaten minority be h(,nr aml laUgf,t(„. ,
potent to check or bush the voice ot l{,„nan Catboliesare readv to secure for 
the nation but speak your mind with ln,lan(1 m><,,..tl principle that
freedom. appea^ to my old political ; religion shall be between the eon 
friends to co-operate as need may load science of the individual and his 
,hcm to co-operate with my old political , makcr agm
opponents, and to See that Canada j abstraction of all power to endow and 
speaks again with a ifu.tcd and deter- estahlishany church ; to agree, to secure 
mined voice, as she spoke in the days the advantages now possessed hv re 
gone by. (Hear, bear. ) ligions and charitable corporation's ; tn

agroo to provisions protecting tho
These are days of public opinion sciontious scruples of tint minority in 

and moral force. Do not underrate | education. Let me quote the identical 
your power ; do not neglect your 
solemn duty. So much I have said to 
my fellow-countrymen, to all creeds 
and races. To my fellow country 
men of the Irish race I have hr*,thnt Bill :

W’liile they •y The Irish Legislature shall not 
malSs any law 1 respecting tin- estai» 
lishmout or endowment of religion, or 
prohibiting the. free, exercise thereof, 
or X

the way for a 
somewhat similarfor

nerve and fibreevery
the loss involved in acceptance : but 
I deny, for the reasons I have already 
given, that there existed that prior 
tie of political duty which has been 
invented hy my critics, and I did not 
hesitate. Why ? Because I thought 
that next to that supreme duty came 
my public duty to the country of my 
origin, and to the empire of which I 
was a humble citizen.

you
that in the points dreaded precautions 
are taken, and I ask that we should bo 
shown an v tangible, reasonable ground 
of apprehension, and I for 
prepared to make the effort to meet it. 
But the bottom of it all is this. and it. 
is not unnatural- it is the lower side 
of human nature, hut it is human

I appeal from the murmurs of the 
Auditorium to tin*, voice of the nation. 
(Renewed cheering. )

ZEAL MUST NOT SLACK.
1 invite all friends to take care that 

the cause suffers no damage from any 
insinidation that our zeal has grown 
slack or our opinions have changed. 
The battle is not yet won. Our cause, 
though not disgraced or failing, is yet 
in a critical

«me am

(Cheers. I
believed that the election was

A CRITICAL ONE,
in which even the slightest impulse 
might perhaps help. I saw the Irish 
cause in serious peril through un­
happy divisions : I respected the judg­
ment of the Irish leaders who called 
me ; I did not choose upon my own 
unaided judgment to overrule it, and 
1 believed that in some aspect, at any 
rate, my knowledge and experience in 
the practical working of Home Rule 
would enable me to give some help in 
instructing and expounding a scheme 
of Home Rule. I Lad a deep love of 
and sympathy for the Irish race and 
an honest pride in the empire to 
which 1 belong, and 1 believed from 
my soul that Home Rule was essential 
to the well-being of both. (Continued 
applause.) Some have professed to read 
my mind and attributed to me ns 
motives expectations of a lead in the 
Irish party, of a place in Mr. Glad­
stone’s Government, of a judgship or 
some particular honor. 1 might, I
think, pretty safely appeal to my pub 
lie career amongst you as the best evi­
dence that I have never wished either 
lead or office, or honors. ( Loud and 
continued cheering.) 1 have re 
fused them as often as I could, 
have accepted them as seldom as 1 
could and I have resigned them as soon 
as I could. (Laughter and applause. )
But the idea of stepping into the Irish 
lead over the heads of able and devoted 
men, familar with the ground, who 
had fought the battles and suffered the 
loss and all but won the victory, is too 
preposterous for serious discussion.
The idea of political office is even more 
absurd. The very foundation of that 
Irish party which I was asked to join 
was absolute independence, until home 
rule should be won, of all English 
political parties and refusual of all 
political office. (Hear, hear.) Judicial 
office was equally absurd, for 1 was not 
even a member of the bar. None of 
these things were attainable by me if 
I had desired them : nor were they de­
sired had they been attainable. It was 
too late for me to open a new career 
in such a sphere. I might indeed 
lose. I was certainly risking an 
acquired reputation of which I thought 
1 had some right to be proud, but I 
could not hope at my time of life, and 
under those circumstances, to gain a 
new one. And had all these things 
been otherwise with me

MY TIES TO HOME ANI) COUNTRY 
were too numerous and too strong for 
me to dream of severance. I have en­
listed, indeed, for a campaign, but its 
most joyful day for me will be that 
which releases me to return to my own 
fireside. But there was, 1 will admit, 
a feeling which animated me which I 
have not yet stated. I make no pro­
fession, God forbid that I should, to be 
in any sense the delegate or represen­
tative of any Canadian interest or 
party, even of any single man, still 
less of this great country. I claim to 
have no title to speak in your name or 
on your behalf abroad, but 1 did think 
and hope that I was going to help to 
further a cause dear to the hearts of 
the great body of the Canadian people 
— a cause which had stirred their 
noblest feelings and which it would be 
pleasing to them that one of their own 
sons should, however slightly, promote.
And now, forsooth, because you have 
been good enough to greet me on my
return amongst you for a few weeks The demands on it for evicted tenants, 
and to express your favor for home pending inquiry into their cases, and 
rule, I am told that 1 have done wrong t]1(- legislative action which we expect 
in accepting this kindness at your next session ; the demands upon it 
hands and that I am responsible for for elections and protests, for organiz- 
bringing strife and division among Ation and maintenance arc heavy and

I urgent. I fear that the Irish crops are

nature.customs
Tin; I’.ottom nr it all

is the reluctance of a minority to allow 
the majority to rule. Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) I am not for a divided Ire­
land for local concerns. I am not for 
that, more in the interest of the I’rot es­
tants than the Roman Catholics, if I 
am to make a distinction, 1 am not for 
it in the common interest. I am con 
vinced that the true interests of he-

eomlition.

Ottawa if

land, and of each of tho classes, creeds, 
races, so to speak, which there exist, 
will host be served by the common 
local concerns of that count rv being*
administered by a common I’ailiament. 
and a common executive, i Hear,hear. ) 
In truth, I am hound to say that al 
though northeast Lister speaks loud 
and strong, although she expresses her 
apprehensions with great freedom and 
force, she does ask for separation from 
the. rest of Ireland. It would he a 
cowardly thing to do it, because if 
there were reality in the local appro- 
nensions, if l ister were likely really 
to suffer, if strong northeast Lister, 
with its popular dower, with its intel­
lectual power, with its national power, 
were likely to suffer, wlmt would In­
come of the scattered and small minor­
ities of 1 Tot estants through the rest of 
Ireland ? ( Hear, hear. ) For shame 
sake they could not, it they would, ask 
to he separated. But they say : “ We 
who are s»> strong, who can manage 
our own affairs, who control Belfast 
and the neighboring municipalities 
and who manage them according to 
the well understood principles of I To 
testant ascendancy we are so afraid 
that we will be treated pretty much as 
we used to treat the others (cheers ami 
daughter) that there must he no Home 
Rule for Ireland at all." Now I main 
tain that these apprehensions 
wholly i magi ne ry. Hear, hear.) I 
hold it to he important under any cir­
cumstances, and most important hav­
ing regard to these, allegations, that 
we should give, as your address sug­
gests we should give, ill I the guaran 
tees, securities and restraints against 
injustice that can he reasonably de­
vised. But removing tin; question of 
religion from the political 
we can do, as the bil proposes to do, I 
want to know what it is in respect of 
which oppression is to 
I want to know what it is in re­
spect of injustice to bo 

want to Know

A voice—You have got it.
Mr. Blake—And I claim with confi­

dence from you that great moral sup - 
port which you can afford from renew-

Ivisli

arena, as

come in.

;
testant as distinguished from Catholic, 
is to be injured. And I want to know 
whether it is reasonable that the men 
who declare that they to-day constitute 
t wo

THE POWER OK PI III.1(1 OPINION.

fifths of the people, and that they 
have wealth and intelligence and edu­
cation and material power of the,-coun­
try in their hands, should be so very 
much afraid because what they declare 
to be so very small a numerical ma jor­
ity happen to he of another creed in 

proposed common Parliament. 
That is the whole of it. I want to know 
whether our hislo

scruples clauses inserted in the Bill of 
1 SH(», which met hearty assent in Ire 
land then and meets that hearty assent 
to da This is the fourth clause of

make a further appeal, 
and I ask for sympathy and moral 
support of all, we do not choose to beg 
of those of other races that material

t he,

ry and tin* history of
“(2) Imposing any disability, or °ther countries, with our notions of 

conferring any privilege, on account s1,(,l| matters, in these modern days, 
of religious belief, or gives any reasonable color of truth to

“(8) Abrogating or derogating these apprehensions. My own opinion, 
from the right to estabish or maintain 'Giich 1 have, expressed in Ireland and 
any place of denominational education in England, is that if they will but 
or any denominational institution or (,,,rnti in —I repeat the phrase, which has 
charity, or been commented on instead of being’

“(1) ITejudiciallv affecting the | the oppressed, the Protestants will bo
right of any child 'to attend a school I Hie spoiled children of Ireland, 
receiving public money w ithout attend- (Goud cheers.) I shall not enter into 
ing the religious instruction at that , any contrast, into w hich J might enter,

as to tlx1; tolerance and liberality
“(5) Impairing, Without either the hi hi ted by the adherents of the two 

leave of her Majesty in Council first creeds in Irelatnd, in those matters in 
obtained oi an addrws presented by |

aid which we may freely claim from 
our own people. And you who are my 
fellow-countrymen in the. sense in 
which I speak, you of the Irish race, 
to which I belong, will readily see that 
the consequences of the schism, includ­
ing the detention of the large Paris 
fund, and the injurious effects at home 
and abroad, have greatly impaired the 
resources of the national federation.

school, or ox-

you. UONTHF UD m KIRUT l‘AUIi.

It™’
I
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mark its words. You will lind them 
important In dealing with this (men­
tion to-day. It declared to the Queen 
that tho Commons ol' Canada had ob- 
serx'ed xvith feelings of profound regret 
ami concern the distress ami discontent 
which had for some time prevailed in 
Ireland ; that the Irishmen of Canada 
were amongst the most loyal and most 
prosperous and most contented of her 
Majesty’s subjects ; the Dominion xvhich 
offered the greatest advantages and at­
tractions for fellow-subjects, did not re­
ceive its fair proportion of immigrants 
from Ireland, and that this was largely 
due to feelings of estrangement 
toxvards the Imperial Government, and 
xvas undesirable in the interests of the 
Dominion and of the empire ; that 
Canada and Canadians had prospered 
exceedingly under the Federal system 
allowing to each Province oi' the 
Dominion considerable power of self- 
government, and it expressed hope 
that if consistent with tho in­
tegrity and well-being of the 
empire, and if tho rights ami 
status of tile minority were fully pro­
tected ami secure, some means might 
he found of meeting the expressed de­
sire of so many Irish subjects in that 
regard, and that Irishmen might be­
come a source of strength to the em­
pire, and that Irishmen at home and 
abroad might feel the same pride in the 
greatness of the empire, the same ven­
eration for the justice of the Queen's 
rule, the same devotion to and affec­
tion for tho common Hag as are noxv 
felt by all classes in the Dominion. It 
also asked for clemency for the politi­
cal prisoners then lodged as suspects at 
Kilmainham. I do not pretend that 
the language of that address altogether 
pleased me. Then, as on all subse­
quent occasions, I would have pre­
ferred a more decided tone, but I state 
that now historically only, not contro­
versially, because I am xvell aware 
that there xvcrc difficulties in the xvay 
of Mr. Costigan and his friends, of 
which they were better judges than I 
could he. Such as the address xvas I 
supported it with all my might. I felt 
that it xvas a great help to the cause, 
and I assisted ill its passage. Mr. 
Gladstone did not think the question 
was at that time one of

Commous of Canada ; not of the Irish 
Catholic members, hut of the French 
and English, Scotch, Irish ami Ger­
man, of all creeds and of all national­
ities. *
speak, but not as a Reformer or as a 
party leader ; I speak as a Canadian 
and a citizen of the empire to brother 
Canadians and fellow-citizens of the 
empire. This is not a Protestant or 
Catholic question ; they are enemies 
of their country xvlio would make it so. 
It should not he, in Canada at all events, 
a Conservative or Reform measure. 
I regard those as enemies of their 
country xvlio would try to make it so. 
1 hope that xve may, by our own 
action this day, show ourselves united 
in the redress of xvrongs and in the 
advancement of the cause of liberty."

Till! 1IAHK TIMES.
So, substantially, xve did act, though 

with less decision than I, for one, could 
have wished, hut Mr. Gladstone 
beaten by thirty votes. The times 
looked dark indeed. Our Parliament 
about the same time xvas also dissolved, 
and a new House fresh from the people 
met in both countries, and in England 
the deplorable Crimes Hill was in­
troduced. Seeing its introduction Mr. 
Curran, a Canadian Conservative, 
moved in the Canadian House of Com­
mons a resolution looking to the re- 
affirmance by tlm new House of the 
views already expressed twice as to 
local government for Ireland, but 
mainly directed against the Crimes or 
Coercion Hill then pending.

There was a division of opinion as to 
the propriety of moving against tho 
Crimes Bill. Mr, McNeil proposed 
amendment, which declined to deal 
with the Crimes Hill and re­
affirmed the expression of the 
former 
rule. Mr.

ty in 
ilonc

ex-
was 

’« in 
i the 
itiou 
with 
lula- 
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es iu 
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McCarthy proposed an 
amendment which, without any such 
re affirmance, declined to express 
opinion on the Crimes Bill. These 
amendments were defeated hy over­
whelming majorities. Then Mr. Davin 
moved an amendment, expressing the 
regret of the House at learning that it 
was considered necessary to pass a 
coercive measure for Ireland ; and re­
affirming the conviction, as expressed 
in the resolutions of 1H82 and 18H(>, 
that a plan of local government for 
Ireland, which would leave unimpaired 
the links connecting Ireland with the 
British Empire and guard the rights of 
the minority, would be conducive to the 
prosperity of Ireland and the stability 
of the Empire. To this amendment 
Sir John Thompson lent his powerful 
support. It numbered, however, only 
00 votes, while against it were no less 
than 128.
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practical politics,

Tout I believe that our action was one of 
the many forces that were bringing it 
into the realm of practical politics,— 
(hear, hear, and applause)—and I be­
lieve, at any rate, that it was well for 
Canada that she should show, as she 
did show, a deep interest in this Im­
perial concern, which so closely touched 
the interests and the honor of the em­
pire, and the welfare of Canada her­
self. (Cheers. ) Time passed, the 
Irish masses obtained popular repres­
entation, and as a result four-fifths of

I had pointed out early in the debate 
some improvements which I thought 
might be made in Mr. Curran’s reso­
lution. These he adopted, and his 
resolution was carried by 100 to 47. 
But mark this, that majority is impos­
ing, but it was not the real feeling of 
the House in favor of home rule, for 
the adverse minority was opposed only 
to dealing with the Crimes Bill ; out of 
the 47 who voted in the minority, no 
less thon 44 were present and voted for 
Mr. Davin's amendment, which was in 
favor of home rule, and thus proclaim­
ed their continued adhesion to home 
rule for Ireland, so that once again 
there was continued unanimity in the 
last of the three Canadian Houses in 
favor of homo rule Now, what was 
this last expression, so far as it relates 
to the only presently material question, 
home rule ? After referring to the 
former resolutions it says :—

the Irish scats were taken by Nation­
alist representatives. Applause.) 
Mr. Gladstone acted, and in 188(1, in a 
Parliament not elected on the question, 
and in a condition of public, opinion— 
ripened for action upon it, he brought 
in the bill ot that year. 1 

assent tocould not give
some of the provisions of that 
bill, notably to that which excluded 
the Irish from the Westminster Rarlia-
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ment- i hear, hear and applause)—and 
many British Liberals were of the same 
opinion. But Mr. Gladstone’s offer as 
to the term upon which he asked the 
second reading before acceded to by 
the supporters of Home Rule was that 
it should be taken as a simple agree­
ment to the general principle of an 
efficient measure of local government 
for Ireland, reserving all details, in­
cluding that very important detail of 
the question of representation at West­
minster. The question, notwithstand­
ing, hung in the balance. The decision 
of those who later became, as they called 
themselves, Liberal Unionists, but as I 
believe, dis-Vnionists and Separatists 
—(hear, hear, and applause)—was at 
that time still uncertain. I thought 
the occasion critical and our help 
morally important. A new Canadian 
Parliament had in the meantime been 
chosen. I moved accordingly, and my 
friend, Mr. Costigan, who had since the 
former occasion succeeded to Minis-

“ The House again expresses the 
hope that there may speedlv be grant­
ed to Ireland a substantial measure 
of home rule xvhich, while satisfying 
the national aspirations of the people 
of Ireland for self-governmend. shall 
also be consistent with the integrity of 
tho empire as a whole. That the 
granting of home rule to Ireland will 
fittingly crown the already glorious 
reign of her Most Mrations Majesty 
as a constitutional sovereign, will come 
with special appropriateness in this 
her jubilee year, and, if possible, ren­
der her Majesty more dear to the hearts 
of her already devoted and loyal sub- 

terial honors, carried an amendment jeets.”
—not, I once again confess, an im- These hopes were not realised. The. 
provement. I dare say I was a little jubilee year was not so crowned. The 
partial to the child of my own odious Crimes Bill was passed. The 
brains, but he carried what he called efforts of Lord Salisbury to deal with 
an amendment. That having been Ireland on anti-home rule lines lasted 
carried, l voted for the proposition for six weary years. The Irish people 
as so amended with the whole House on the whole, though with exceptions, 
that voted at all, save only six recorded showed during that time great patience 
votes. One of them voted against the and moderation. (Applause. ) Feel- 
resolution, not because he was not a ings born of a new emotion, that of 
friend of Home Rule, but because he hope in a great English party, of hope 
thought the amended resolution was in the British democracy, of hope in 
not strong enough. That was my the moral force of the opinion of the 
friend Mr. Mitchell, who is on the plat- world, restrained them. (Cheers.) The 
form here. (Laughter and applause.) blessed work of healing and reconcil- 
The other five I am afraid did not vote iation went on. Belief that Britain 
for that reason, and I fancy the most 
of them belonged to the association to 
which I have referred—(laughter)— 
though, on the other hand, l am glad 
to say that many prominent members 
of that association voted with the 
majority on that occasion. (Hear, 
hear, and- applause. ) Thus, by a 
practically unanimous resolution in 
the year 1880 we restated and re­
affirmed our resolution of 1882, and covery of Mr. Parnell’s fault, his 
thus a second Canadian House of Coin- lamentable fall, with all the unhappy 
mons spoke in the same-sense, with all episodes and divisions that accom- 
the advantage given by four years’ panied it. Thus for a time all energies 
confederation, by a fresh election, by seemed paralysed, all hopes blighted, 
the advance that the question had The. prospects of the election were ser- 
made throughout the world mean- i ou si y affected, and no doubt, antici- 
time and by the circumstance that paling for the moment, but for this and 
an Imperial bill was on the certain other minor divisions, the. 
tiftrpet. During that debate I took majority actually obtained in the end 
occasion to state my principle of action would have been largely increased, 
•n this question, and I quote it to you As that election approached, under 
now so
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A would ultimately be just and gener­
ous, knowledge that British statesmen 
and British masses were looking at 
Ireland for themselves, and were de­
termined to heal the sore if possible, 
soothed and sustained the Irish people. 
Thct great work of popular education 
went on in Britain ; its progress be­
came manifest : everything pointed to 
decisive victory. Then came the dis

that you may see how early those difficult circumstances, I received 
it has been guarded since I said this:— tho call, my acceptance of which is the 

“What is required is the. assurance, occasion of this demonstration. (Pro- 
not one, but of all classes ; not of a longed applause.) Thot.objection has 
section, but of the people ; not of a beentaken to my course that jefery man 
Minister of the Crown, but of the owes a first duty to his own land,
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