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‘WOMEN WHO WERE RELIGIOUS
IMPOSTORS?.

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Steele has been
eortributing to our estecmed Methodist
contemporary, Zion's Herald, a series
of articles on * Some Women Mislead-
ers,”’ which include Joanna Southcott,
1750 1514, who announced berself when
she was about forty two years of age to
be the woman spuken of in the twelfth
ehapter of the Apocalypse, with whom
the evil spirit was at enmity. Tais
impostor pablished several very sensa
tiopal religious works in London, and
issued six thousand four hundred sealed
papers to ber followers to ensure their

salvation, at a cost of from a guinea to |

twelve shillings, Even men of intel-
ligence became her dupes, and when
after a number of years of comfortable
livibg on her votaries, she died with
ber great prediction unfalfilled, these
still cherighed the hope o her bodily
resurrection, A few decades after her
death, they bad fallen to a few hundred,
and the whole sect is probably extinct
by this time.

Mother Arnne Lee, the foundress of
the Shakers, a sect begun in Eogland
in 1770, and soon after transplanted to
America, went further in her claims,
asserting herself to be the female in
earpation of the Divine Redeemer.
Bhe also found dujes, and in still

greater number, for there are yet more |

then a dozen Shaker settlements, chiefly
in New York ard New England, with a
total membership of about 1500,
Jemima Wilkinson, 1751 1520, was a
native of Cumberland, Rhode Island,
and in 1774, started her new religion
with the same blasphemous assertion
which was serving the ends of her con-
temporary, Anne Lee. Bat Miss Wil
kinscn claimed to have died and riser
again, and insisted that those who saw
in ber a young and lovely woman saw
her ‘‘spiritual body.”” The title by
which ske wounld be addressed
¢ Universal Friend and Saviour of
Sinners.”’ She surpassed both of the
other impostors in the cleverness of

| Andrew D, White, of Cornell

| answers

bher deceits, which passed amorg the |

credulous as Gospel miracles. She was
greedy for money, aud having not a few
wealthy disciples, presently became

rich, and bad the first initials of her
sell-chosen title engraved on ber eilver
snd on the parels of her carrisge. She
eame almost_into the clutches of the
law on two occasions through her Jove
for filthy lucre, and the frauds to which
she resorted for getting it. Finally,
she passed away at theage of sixty eight,

| dissection. It s

| &

although she had promised to live a|

thousand years. She still had her be
lievers, however, and when life returned
not to her bedy at the expected time,
they made away with it, and no one
now knows her burial place. Says Dr.
Bteele :

At the end of this third paper of the
series | wish to make one or two obser
vations : First, a beaatiful, artful,
quick witted woman, misleader is a
more dangerous impostor than a man
having the same qualities, especially to
men of tte Teutonic race. Taecitus, in
his ** Germania, '’ saysthatthe Teutons
think there is ** something divine "' ir
women. For this reason the Teuton

were the only pagans of ancient time |

We

that treated women decently.
Americans, counting out the recent
enormous immigration from souttern

Europe, are nearly all Tevtons. It is
not probable that Anne Leeand Jewima
Wilkinson would have had any success
among the Celts, the 8alvs, the Greeks,
or the Romans.

Dr. Steele is perfectly right. The
races which he mentions received the
Gospel of Christ with open hearts and
clear heads, being mindful of the warn
ing of St. Paul against the preacher of

|

bundred years or more. Their claims
bave collapsed, their works are
scattered, and A their disciples few
remain. The careers of pew misleaders
who found or are firding fleld of action
in America, demonstrate the truth of
the saying that Awmericans love to be
fooled,

THE CHURCH AND MEDICAL
SCIENCE
JAMES J. WALAH 8ETS
AGAINST FICTION,

Dr. James J. Walsh contributes the
initial paper *‘ The Supposed Warfare
between Medical Science and Theo
logy'' to the September pumber cf the
Messenger, It deals with ‘* A History
of tae Warfare of Science with Theo
logy in Christendom,” by President
Univer-
sity, and takes up again the contro
versy belween its author and Dr
Cruikshank, begno in response to that
gentleman’s article, ** Some Relations
of the Chureh to Scientific Prcgress,””
by Dr. Walsh in tre Medical Library
and Historical Journal, Presiden:t
White has taken up a defensive atti
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tude apparently ou behalf of both him
self and Dr, Cruikshank. |

The two important questions involved |
are, ** Did the Popes forbid dissection, |
or was some papal decree falsely inter-
preted, so as to be considered jo pro
hibit dissection ?'" and, ** Did the Popes
forbid chemistry or the science that
preceded chemistry, or was some papal
decree taken to mean that the investi
on of chemical or alchemical prob
lems were forbidden 7’

Let us say at once that Dr, Walsh
both parts of both questions
unmistakah negative ; but

with

an

our readers will be glad to have the
prools of his p ion.
President White insists in his book

above pamed that ‘' anatomical investi
gation was considered a sin against
Holy Ghrost,’' and that the Ball of J

XXII., Spondent pariter, ‘‘dealt a
terrible blow at the beginnings of
chemi science,”’

President White falls back on a

Decretal of Pope Bogiface VIII. for sup
port of his first asser Dr. Walsh
answers with a translation which even |
bis opponent admits to be absolutely
without flaw, of the aforesaid Decretal.
It has nothing whatever to say about
concerned with
burials, and it forbids under pain of ex |
communication the custom then existing |
of catting up the bodies of the dead— |
especially those of persons of distine |
tion who had died in foreizn lands—and ‘
boiling them to separate the flesh from
the bones, in order that these latter
might be carried home for interment.
The Pope says io ths coarse of t'ma}
document: *' In order tha: tte bodie:}
|
|
|
|

ol the dead should not be thus impious
)y and barbarously treated and then
transpored to the places in which,
while alive, they had selected to be
buried, let them be given sepulture for |

| the time being either in the city or the |

| Dr. Walsh :

any but the reaveled Christian doctrine, |

were it even a seeming angel of light—
much less a beautiful, artful, quick-
witted woman, ' Even though many
among the Greecks and the Slavs have
fallen into schism, they have never
been misled by the delusions which from
time to time gain such large followings
among the various non-Catholic
tians of the West. Catholics have had
ol course, women propagators of faise
devotions, an or deceitful
visioraries, followings
for right quickly th etentions
punctured by the test of = and doctrire
= give only a fresh proof of the menta
sanity of those who hold the Divine
authority of Church and are
strengthened  witl er life - giving
sacraments,

Women are withheld among Catho
lics from asurping the f preacl
ers and expourders of strine by botl
divine and ecclesiast hibition
Women teact
as 8t, Paul reminds ns. Yet, now
have women had greater scope for al
seemly activit
in life and
knowledge and
of Catnolic &
representative of a
tions of life, The
educational foundations of good womer
are beyond counting, and
ample encouragemnet from the (
There has never been a
Church that He
be born of a w
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yman mwAy reveal new
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had |

aspects of the old dev s through
holy women as well as gh holy
men. But such women go not forth t
found discordant sects nor to make |
money and live in luxury.

We marvel at Dr. Steele's second

question, There can be no new Gospel ;
and the poor dupes of the ‘* beautiful
and artful women '’ who
personate Christ for a thousand years,
had an appalling ignorance even of the
letter of the Scriptures which they
were supposed to search. No second
coming of Christ has been foretold to
us but that in which He will come to
judge the living and the dead; and the
boldest or the craziest of impostors has
pot attempted to impersonate Christ in
judgment.

Yot women are still numerous among
the false prophets of the honr ; still
reckless in their assertions of super-
natural powers, and still, in their love
of money and good living in horrible
contrast with the Divine Redeemer
and the saints who followed Him along
the way of the Cross bettering the
world in pain and privation, It is well,
however, to review the more notorious

wof the female impostors of the past

proposed to |

camp or in the place where they
died, or in some neig
that, when finally their bodies have
reduced to ashes cr otherwise,
they may be brought to the places
where they wish to be buried, and there
interred.”” It might be well to look
into present law regulating the trans
lation of the remains of the dead from
foreign coantries to our own before
rathly deciding that Pope Bouiface was
very far behiod modern ideas. Says
**This, as can be readily
, Was a very wise measure f{rom a
hygienic stand point, The Pope de

havs |
boring place, so
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Church's opposition to dissection.
Prominently displayed in the principal
corridor of the medical baildirg at
Ithaca is a pictnre of Vesalins. [t is
Hamann's well known portrait, wh
represents the great apatomist as li
bis eyes to the crucifx above him as he
n, guite as Pastenr is
e in his laboratory. It
is the pictorial representation of the

r / character,

suxm

ag B Yl PR
ming up of Vvesalius s

is given by Roth in his preface

Iam

of Vesalios,
refore,
1ate, tot

called

and which
President White
e LH

¢ ALA per
But the inscription beneath this pictare
of Vesalins at Ithaca, with its emphatic
assertion 3 against much
opposition | tised dissection, will
surely lead most stadenis to conmsider
that before Vesalius's time there was
practizally no dissection, acd will
press upon them President W
expressed opinion at
the reason {or the absence of dissection
before Vesalius's time was the cpp
tion of the Church.”
THE POPES AND CHEMISTRY.

Did the Popes forbid chemistry?

No; but Pope John XXII. did forbid

im

| certain alchemies, the pretended mak

ing of gold and silver by fakirs who
wculd thus deceive the credulous and
debase -the currency of the country.
Have we not had charlatans in
own day who bad plans for extrac.ing
gold from the most impossible sources ?
and may not our curreut expr
of ‘*“gold brick "' have a remote ances-

try ?
Apyhow, Dr. W iocn
of any adve i ndy
| ¢ emistry from the Ball of the upe
named, recorded in e standard
chemical works io German, French and
| English, acd he cites Kopp, Hoefer,
Ernest von M r, Berthelot's * His

tory of Chemistry in the Middle Age
the _French ** Grande Eacpclopedia’
and the Encyclopedia Brittanica for the
sake of those who wou!d like to go over
the ground themselves.

Space forbids us to quote all the
assertions of Dr. Cruikshank which Dr,
Walsh demolishes in his first article,
and which the former leaves undefend

clares the custom revolting under every
human aspect. All the modern world, |
even the most scier tific will agree with |
him." i
But though it is evident that the De
cretal has nothing to do with dissec- |
tior, Presicent White insists that it |
was ‘‘nniversally construed’ to forbid |
Dr, Walsh follows this np with |
citations from the most eminent medi- |

+

cal auathorities, including Haeser, |
rrzdi, Roth, the biographer of |
Vesalius—to prove that ‘it never en- |
tered the minds of medieval anato- |
a to consider it as having any |
gnification.”” Roth cites a num- |
b ! dissections in the Papal Uni |
v y ¢f Bologna between 1302 tmll
1322, the twe ears immedia y fol- |
lowing the Decretal of Bor |
Guy de ( aailiac who |
Bologoa, just before the
irteenth century, 18 cited by
loserig n of th2 manner in which his
master, Bertroceios onducted his
ry f anatomies, T noiver i
sity statues of PPadua as wel! as of |
Bologna are in evider ana :
ical work of the fifte ntury, |
1 latter city was then Venetian. |
Dr y represents the great |

s a8 conducting bis anatomical :
hes in the face of ost vio

welegiastical 8, and even |
n peril of his life from *‘the fires of the |

rEsSear the

lent e censur

Inquisition.”” l
I'he ith is that Vesalivs and his
great contemporary, Columbue, pur |
sued their anatomical investigations |
in peace, the former had his troubles

from a carrent rumor that he bad dis
sected a living man. Says Dr. Walsh :

“ The whole thing seems to be a
trumped-up story, bat supposing it

true, would it not be only proper that
v man who had made an actopsy on a
living person should be brougth belore
the court ? He certainly would in our
day in any civilized country.”

The ** exile '" of Vesalius was a trip
to the Holy Lsnd made partly for his
health and partly for reasons of piety
He died on the trip.

N> modern authorities mention the
Bull of Pope Boniface VIII. as affecting
the study of anatomy, or mention it
only to deny it ; and Dr. Walsh gives
us some great names, for the benefit ¢f
those who have only recently asked
him, in regard to the Medical Depart
ment of Fordham University, if anatomy
is not forbidden by the Church! These
are referred for answer not only to
Vesalius and Columbus but to Malpighi,

Steno, Winslow, Morgagni, Mauller,
Laennec, Claude Bernard, Theodore
Scwann. Continnes Dr. Walsh :

*“ I should not be surprised, however,
if many of the medical students, who
take their first two years at Ithaca,
should still continue to harbor this
erroneous potion with regard to the

ed in his rejoinder. The only asser-
tion which he defendsis this ** For one
thousand years in papal Christendom
the stady of astronomy was considered

| criminal and frequently paid the
penalty of imprisonment and death.
THE LAST WORD ON GA Ds

Here he brings !n the ¢ of Gali-

leo. We quote the conclusion of Dr.
Walsh's article. ** Galileo's case was
an incident and not a portion of a set
po'icy. No one, who is not bizotedly
intolerant, now views tae Galileo case
in the light in waich it has been placed
in Dr. White's book. The last word on

the subject of Galileo is a guotation
from a distingnished French authority
to which Americans’ attention was
called by Mr. Holden, the librarian of
our Military Academy at West Point.

¢ It was said by the per 1al see

| retary of the Paris . of Sci

ences, M. Bertrand, oreat
mathematician and who
declared that ‘the tale of Gi 3 mis
fortunes has confirmed the t 1iph of
the truth for which he suffere Let
us tell the whole truth. Tia's great
lesson was learned without pro-
found sorrow to Galileo ; and his long
life, considered as a whole, me of
the most s rene and enviable in the
history of science."’

** Yet his case is cited as proof for
the assertion that for a thousand years
in Papal Christendom the stndy of as
tronomy was considered crimiual and

frequently paid the penalty i imprice
onment and death.

¢ Of Dr. Cruaikshank's pa;er Presi
dent White says : *‘ Not only is there
historical basis for every leadinz state-
ment of the article, but, though you
make the lights and shadows somewhat
strong, your whole coutention scems to
me in strictest accord with historical
truth, as recoguized by the writings of
unbiased scholars.' It is interesting to
know that President Wuite agrees
with all these assertions of Dr. Oruik
shank. One is prone to wonder if the
agreement is for argument's sake only,
or for the purpose of bringing out his
torical trath. It is true, President
White adds : ‘I differ with you some-
what in my estimate of the general in-

!

Professor White has some kindly feel
ing toward the wonderfal Middle Ages,
but even this excepticn is made only
to emphasize more completely his
agreement with Dr. Cruikshank. The
proof of any of these assertions of Dr,
Cruickshank would revolutionize his
tory.

“*Dr. Craickshank snggests in his an
swer that I may bave bis paper put on
e May I reply that works of
agination, unless of very serious
port, never find a place on the
d In his defence Dr. Cruikshank
quotes Professor Ernest Haeckel, Now
an opinion from Professor Haeckel
s scientific subj

on
ct is usvally worth
little en Tbe Professor ovLce
showed that in order to make the em
bryos of the dog, the monkey and man
more alike for his scientific (?)
purposes Haeckel prejared them for
the press by taking the picture of one
of them and then mcdifying It to suit
the needs of his argument. Haeckel
bas long been discredited among Ger-
man scientists, Virchow considered
bim a disgrace to German science. It
is easy to see then how much his opin-
ion is worth on a disputea historical
question.

** Dr. Cruikshank has been unfortu
pate in the selcction of his reading.
in many people it hapoens that the
loss of faith in the eternal verities leads
to the pinning of faith to some very
falliv'e authorities, Still, under the
circumstances, he is scarcely to be
blamed. He confessedly takes his in-
formation at second hand, and when
this is false, only his authorities can be
properly beld responsible.

* President White expressed much
surprise that the Professor of the His-
tory of Medicine at Fordham Univer-
sity should make some of the statements
that he fcund in my article with regard
to the supposed Bull prohibiting chem
istry, He may be still more surprised
at many s:atewrents made in tbis pres
eant article, This little discossion of
ours has had one much appreciated re-
sult for me, however. As it seemed
desirable that we should know one
another, I ontained his permission to
call on him. I spect a day under his
roof and found him a most cordial host.
With him as guide through the Univers
ity of Cornell, I spent many pleasant
boars. I should be glad to reciprocate
by taking him through the University of

100

Fordnam. We teach the history of
Medicine there rather differently to
what is the castom in Awmerican col-

leges g=nerally, but we try to get at
truth and help others to it. May I
say that the story of the Popes and
what they did for medical education is
an unwritten chapter in medical his

| tory that will shortly appear.”’

fluence of the Church and its theology |

in the Middle Ages. An organization
which produced the medieval cathedrals
and the scholastic philosophy, super-
seded though the latter may now have
become, was certainly not deficient in
strong men and in earnest thought.
But, while differing with you, I reiter-
ate my conviction that your statements
of facts, as regards the influence of
dogmatic theology on science, are based
on sound historical aunchority, Catholie
as well as Protestant, and, what is

—————————-

A REAL MIRACLE.

Jas, R. Randall in Catholic Columbian.

When I reached Augusta and ap
proached my residence there I looked
painiully aud apprehensively toward
the door, fearing that perchance one of
wy daughters, the youngest child, had
passed away and that some funereal sigo
would indicate it., But there was no
1 symbol of woe and my heart beat
oly again. For 'our weeks she had
been prostrate and I longed to look
upon her sweet face, but hesitated to
dy so. [ learned that on the afternoon
before wy arrival she had while I was
detained in Birmingham, collapsed,
Apparently her days were done. She
indicated all of the marks of rapidly
approaching dissolution. Tne doctor
aud trained nurse summoned the family
to see her die. The physician said :
** She will be dead within fifteen minu
tes. I will go to my office. Telephone
me when she is dead.’”’ He departed.
I'ne death rattle was in her throat ;
the breath came gospingly and then,
with cne long exhalation, she seemed to
have breathed her last. To the amaze-
ment of all present she slowly rallied,
opened her eyes and re umed her
normal condition, and as if, I thing
surely, by some supernatural power,
she was literally drawn from the tomb.
The miracle had been performed bef re
the eyes of all prescnt, and they ex
claimed : ‘‘She has been mysterions'y
saved by prayer.”” Just before I left
New Orleans the good Carmelite Sisters
agreed to make a wnovera to the
Holy Face of Jesus for her recovery,
and but for that I would, [ am con
vinced, have returned to my daughter's
funeral. The Sisters had given me a
bottle of blessed water of St. Albert. 1
bade my child drink a little of it, pro-
mouncing, as she did, after me : *' St,
Albert, cure me."”” Then she said con
fidently, gently : * I will get well.”
I signed her forehead and breast with
the Sign of the Cross with the water of
St. Albert. She is still ill, but de-
cidedly improving. Iam confident that
the fever will abate and disappear.
Then she will rapidly recover. She
has never murmured during all of these
fearful trials and never but once or

better, upon documentary evidence, | t¥ice by a little impatient expression,

impossible to gainsay.’

a mere flitting whim immediately van-.

*It is at least gratifying to find that 1 quished, indicated an aversion to any
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By the will of the late George W,
Hairis, a public spirited citizen of
Jamaica Plain, Mass , and a devoat

Episcopalian, a legacy of $2 500 is left
to St. Thomas' Catholic Church of that
place.
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