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•UNDRY. CONTENTS OF APRIL NUMBER. To the Honorable Members of the Conn- States are not considered beneficial by the 
cil, and, Gentlemen of the Legislature farmers of the country, notwithstanding 

• 0, O,iiari0 ._ the many attempts to make them appear
so by those interested in their mainten- 

Gbntlemkn,— ance.
A semblance to the justification for 

such an expenditure may perhaps 
tempted by showing that the Board of Ag­
riculture commends it. We would inform 
yeur honorable body that the suggestion 
originated not with the farmers who com­
pose the Board, but with political mem­
bers, the Hon. A. McKellar and the Hon. 
D. Christie. What farmer could be found 
to stand against such a powerful request 1 
The very same persons who have supported 
the resolution, have, on more than one oc­
casion, informed the writer that they did 
not believe the institution proposed by the 
Government would be of any benefit to 
the farmers, and that it would be more in­
jurious than beneficial.

We would be extremely sorry to injure 
the Board of Agriculture and Arts, as it is 
composed of many gentlemen who wish 
for the prosperity of the agricultural in­
terests of the country, but who could dare 
oppose a suggestion from the Minister of 
Agriculture and the Hon. D. Christie.

charter or money to it would tend rather 
to its injury than to its benefit.

There may be alterations required in 
the Agricultural Bill. The Board of Ag­
riculture and Arts should be composed of 
gentlemen elected by the farmers of each 

bo at- electoral district, and they should be the 
persons to control the agricultu­
ral affairs of the country, and there should 
bo enough of them for the purpose. It 
is already found that the Board is becom­
ing too large ; the Fruit Growers’ Asso­
ciation, the Entomological Society and 
the Mechanics’ Institutes now have their 
representatives there. No doubt they are 
good men, but for the benefit of farmers 
it would be better to have the Associa­
tion untrammelled by any others thau 
those elected by the farmers.

The members now having seats at the 
Board, who are not elected by the farmers, 
are, undoubtedly, worthy gentlemen. Wo 
do not wish to injure them, but the Board 
is now too large ; this is admitted by 
many of its members.

It is proposed to allow the Dairymen’s 
Association a voice at the Board. If this 
is granted, the stock men, the grain grow-, 
e:s, the veterinary department, the seeds­
men, the lumbermen and a host of others 
would be applying. We are quite satis­
fied that the interests of the country 
would bo better served if the members of 
the Board were all elected by the farmers 
of the country.

Instead of adding- to the Association, 
which is becoming too unwieldy now, it 
would be better to take off the names of 
those who are there without having been 
elected by the farmers.

It may bo said that the opinions we 
have expressed are only those of an indi­
vidual, and, consequently, of little impor­
tance. In reply, we state that as editor 
and publisher of an agricultural paper, 
having a much larger circulation than any 
other agricultural paper in the country; our 
opposition to measures relating to agricul­
ture should have some weight. Wears 
confident that our opinions on these sub­
jects arc the opinions of our subscribers. 
Wc have spoken to hundreds of farmers 
on these subjects and have received letters 
from all parts of the country, and they all 
agree with us. We therefore protest 
against such uses of the public money, 
under the guise of beneficial and necessary 
agricultural
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On behalf of a very large number of 
the farmers of Canada, we deem it our 
duty to express our opinion regarding some 
important questions that will be brought 
belore you affecting the prosperity 
progress of the agricultural interests.

The establishment of an Agricultural, 
Educational, Experimental and Test Farm 
was not originated, devised, or suggested 
by any member of the Government, until 
the plan had been put into operation by 
private enterprise. No farmer or farmers 
have ever memorialized the Government 
or requested the Government to establish 
such an institution, previous to their be­
ing asked to do so by the Government 
through its supporters to ,glvc it an ap­
parent justification for establishing such 
an institution.

We, on behalf of the farmers of Can­
ada, most humbly request that you will 
not make any expenditure for the estab­
lishment of a Government Farm. We do 
not consider that such an institution, car­
ried on by the Government, would be for 
our interest ; we believe that such an in­
stitution, established by the Government, 
would be of greater injury than benefit to 
farmers. It must assuredly check, to a 
very great extent, the enterprise of pri­
vate individuals ; it most assuredly would 
be made entirely subservient to a few in­
dividuals, to the detriment of the majority 
of farmers.

The Government had previously estab­
lished their Model Farm at Toronto, but 
it proved only an expensive failure, confer­
ring benefit only on a very few who had 
the control, and of no use to the country. 
The Government previously attempted to 
establish an agricultural paper, the On­
tario Farmer, by giving an order of $1000 
to commence with and subsequent aid, but 
the paper was not of any benefit to the 
farmers ; they would not support it.

It must be the same with this contem­
plated institution ; it cannot exist unless 
the farmers are heavily taxed every year 
for its support and the feeding and fatten­
ing of its few controllers, A grant is now 
given for Agricultural Education in the 
Province of Quebec, and it is with the ut­
most difficulty that the ten pupils can be 
obtained, required to enable the controllers 
to receive the grant that is appropriated 
to it, that being the least number that en­
ables them to receive it, and no good ap- 

to have resulted from the expendi-
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Another measure will probably be 
brought before your notice—the granting 
of a charter to the Dairymen’s Associa­
tion and a grant of money for its aid.

Having attended the Dairymen’s Asso­
ciation for several years, we have always 
looked upon it as one of the most useful 
institutions in our country. It has pro­
gressed, and is now a successful institu­
tion. The request for a charter was 
brought forward by some of the leaders 
of this Assoc ation, but the qucstioil was 
not openly discussed. We have heard 
remarks from some, much interested in 
dairy matters, who have been in the habit 
of attending the meetings, questioning 
the advisability of such a course and con­
demning it. It is our opinion that grant­
ing a charter to the Association, and the 
granting of money towards it would not 
be of advantage to the general dairy in­
terests of the country ; the advantage 
would be to the favored few, to the injury 
anil loss of others.

The Association and the interests of the 
dairy have succeeded, and without Gov­
ernment interference, 
with favoritism is creeping into it, and 
the fostering of the institution by Gov­
ernment will at once injure it, and less 
satisfaction and less good, we fear, will be 
the result if it should be made a Govern­
ment institution.

We wish the Dairymen’s Association
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59 We issued the foregoing article as a sup­
plement during the last month, and sent 
one to every member of the Ontario Legis­
lature previous to their adoption of the 
Guelph farm project. There was also a 
petition sent and laid before the Legisla­
ture, signed by real, practical and intelli­
gent farmers, praying that the Govern-
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From reports received at this office we 

are led to the conclusion that the Govern­
ment agricultural establishments in the success, but we believe your granting a
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