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he would find everything comfortable for
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cooled down, the warm room, and the still-
ness, and the thought of the bed, made the
poor ten-year-old boy feel so very tired
that he knew that he could not make his
feet drag over the frozen distance between
him and mother,
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Spunk bad a time of it last night. Ran
away did he ! the scamp ! I remember some-
thing about his being restive, but one of
my hard headaches came on in the after
noon, and [ was soon beyond having much
idea of what was going on. How came
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it ; I remember your face now ; I thought
it looked familiar, Well, let me see, didn’t
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they will take you faster than your feet,” |few strangers can manage Spunk, though
“Yes'm,” said Reuben, “but my feet|he is well behaved, gt nerally, too, Well, I

will do it cheaper.” But he followed her|0We you a great deal of thanks for your
linto the elegant dining-room ; there did not skill, and good sense. Now, what else do
[scem to be anything else that he could do, | You need, besides thanks. Mother tells me
[just then. As he did so, the memory of his|You have a family to support.

breakfast the morning before, flashed over| *Yes, sir,”” said Reuben, gravely ; *
him. “I declare! I take my breakfasts| mother and a sister.”

out now-a-days,” he said to himself, Inu;h.‘ “Pretty heavy burden at your age ; what
ing over the queerness of it all. This wasa|do you do for a living I’

very different dining-room from Miss| “Hold horses, and all such things,” said
Huuter's. It was handsomely furnished, | Reuben, with a twinkle in his eye,

and the table was set with silver and china,| “Then you have no regular employ-
|and gleamed with a dozen pretty things of (ment.”

which Reuben did not know the name. It| “Yes, sir, my regular employment all
was set for two, and Reuben presently found | winter has been to look for steady work ;
| nimself seated opposite the pale lady and [but I haven't found it yet,”

he said when the story was
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