
THE BULLF1MX10
THE DOUBLE HOUSE.

“James, tin» house is let."
“Which?’ said Mr. River*, never looking up from hi* dinner—for 

a dozen patients, scattered over a dozen square miles, were awaiting

“ The house—the Double House. The one that every l*ody thought 
would never get a tenant. Hut it has got one.”

“ Who !”
“ A l>r. Mcrchiston, a physician : hut luckily for us lie does not prac

tice. He is a man of large fortune,”
“ Married '—children ?"
“ I really don't know. But I should rather think not. Most family 

men would object to that very inconvenient house. It might suit an 
eccentric bachelor, who could live alone in the one half, and shut up 
his domestic* in the other, locking the door of communication between. 
But for a mistress and mother of a family—dear me !—one might as 
well live in two separate houses. One never could hear the children 
cry of nights, and the maids might idle as much as they liked witli-

Hero I turned round, finding I was talking to the air. My husband 
had disappeared. It was in vain to attempt to interest him about the 
Double House, ortho people that were coming there.

But as to the rest of our village—speculation ran wild concerning 
the new-comers. First because a grave, dignified, middle-aged gentle
man like Dr. Merehistoii—of such composed and quiet manners, too— 
had chosen to live in this eccentric and uncomfortable mansion : for ns 
before stated, it went by the name of the Double House and consisted 
of two houses joined together by a covered passage and door of commu
nication, each having its separate entrance and U-ing, in fact a complete 
dwelling. Secondly because, when the furniture was sent in, it was 
discovered to Ik- the appointments of two distinct habitations : namely 
two drawing-rooms, two dining-room*, two kitchens, and so on. The 
wonder grew—when Dr. Mcrchiston, accompanied bv an elderly per
son, “ Mrs Mcrchiston'* maid." (there was a Mrs. Mcrchiston, "then !) 
inducted into the establishment two distinct sets of domestics; two cooks, 
two housemaids, etc.

And now every laxly waited for the master, and mistress, who, we 
learned, had to make a longjourncy from London by post—fir all this 
happened when I was a young married woman, more than forty years 
ago. I hud my hands empty then—possibly, my head toil, for I 
remember loitering about tie- whole day. and "sitting lazily at parlor 
windows, just to catch the first sight of my neighbours. Nay. 1 will 
confess that w hen the chaise and four thundered past our house I peep- 
el from under the blind.

In the carriage I saw only the elderly female servant, and a figure, 
leaning back. Dr. Mcrchiston was certainly not there.

Half an hour alter wards he galloped past in the twilight to his own 
door, which closed ujioii him ns quickly ns it had, a short time before, 
closed upon the others.

“ Well, they are come," said I to James that evening.
“ Who?” he ejaculated, most provokinglv.
" The Merchistons, of course. And nobody is a hit the wiser.”
My husband put on his quaintest smile (a merry man, children, was 

your grandfather)—
•* Never mind—there's Sunday coming.”
My ho|ie* revived. I led a dull life in James's long absences, and 

had been really anxious lor a neighbour—a pleasant neighbour—a true 
gentlewoman. Yes, of course, we should see the Mcrchiston* at church 
on Sunday, for a large pew had been taken cushioned and has«orkfd to 
perfection ; besides, the doctor looked like a respectable church-going 
gentleman.

And sure enough, when service liegnn, nlmve the high pew, distinct 
to the eyes of the congregation, rose his tall head and shoulders.

He was in the prime of life, though hi' hair was already, as we say 
of a September tree, “ turning.” Ho bad a large, well-shaped hind, 
very broad across the crown, just where my grandson tolls mo lies the 
hump of conscientiousness ; hut we never thought of such foll v a* 
phrenology in my days. For the face—1 do not clearly remember the 
features, but I know the general impression conveyed wn< that of a 
strong will capable of any amount of self-control or self-denial. The 
eyes, though honest and clear, had at times much restlessness in them ; 
when steady and fixed, they were, I think, the saddest eyes I over saw. 
Hie countenance was sickly and pale, though he flushed up once or twice 
on meeting the universal stare—which stare increased tenfold when he 
actually repeated audibly and devoutly the responses which the Rubric 
enjoins on the congregation, and the congregation usually delegates to 
thcoharity-ltoys and the clerk.

Except this we could find nothing extraordinary in Dr. Merchiston’s 
appeurnnr- or behaviour. He sat in his pew alone ; ho went out as he 
had entered, silently, quietly, and alone. In another pew sat two of 
the house-servant » anil Mrs. Mcrchiston’a maid. The lady herself did 
not come to church at all that day.

It was rather di*ap|Niinting—*inee, by Apednle etiquette, no one 
could call on Mrs. Mcrchiston until she had appeared at church. Hut 
we heard during the v -uk that the Rector had called on Dr. Merchi-

1 tried to persuade Mr. Rivers to do the «nine—it would lie only kind 
and neighbourly. After hall an hour’s coaxing, which apparently, was 
nil thrown away, he briefly observed,

" Peggy, I’ve been."
“ O ! do tell me all about it. from the very beginning. Which door 

did you knock at ? The one with a brass plate, and, ‘ Dr. Mcrchiston’

“ Yes.”
“ And you «aw him ? You were shown up to the drawing-room or the 

library—which ?
" Library.”
” Was he alone ? Was he polite and pleasant ? Did vou see hie 

wife?
Two noils and n shake of the head were all the answer I received to 

these three questions.
" Dear me! How mid ! I hope you ii q tired after her’ How did 

her husband say she was 1”

“ Quite well.”
“ Nothing more f ”
" Nothing more’”
“ Well—you are the most provoking man to pet any thing out of.”
“ And you, my Peggy, are one of those excellent women who will 

never cease try ing hard to get out of a man things which he absolutely 
does not know.”

I laughed ; for what was the use of quarrelling ? Resides, didn’t I 
know all James’s little peculiarities before 1 married him ?

“ Just one question more, James. Have tlivv any children ?”
“ Didn't ask."
So the w hole Mcrchiston iiflair stood precisely w here it was—until the 

next Sunday. Then, in the afternoon, iis I walked to church, 1 saw a 
lady c one quietly out of the Double House, at the left-hand door—not 
the one with the brass nnine-nlati—close it after her, and proceed along 
«cross the road and down Clmrch.alley.

She panned a moment in the church-yard walk, which w as very 
heautilul in the May afternoon, with the two great trees meeting over
head, and throwing" checkers of light and shade on tin- path leading to 
the porch. She looked around as if she admired and enjoyed this 
scene, with its picturesque groups of twos and threes—fathers and 
mothers, husbands and w ives, lingering about ami talking till the chime 
of hells should cease. She looked apparently with a kindly interest < n 
them all, and then, as if suddenly conscious that they looked hack 
inquisitively at her, dropped her veil and hurriedly entered the church.

1 heard her asking the sexton in a low voice, w hich seemed to la-long 
to n woman still young, “ which was Dr. Merchiston’s pew ?”

She was shown in, and then—I icing small of stature—she entirely 
vanished from my gaze and that of the congregation.

Could it Ik- that this was Mrs. Merehistoii ?
I do not exaggerate when I say that I had six successive “ drop

pers in" on the Monday morning—to my great inconvenience, for 1 was 
making my rowslin-wint—I should say, my first attempt at this indent 
liquor—and that the sole subject of conversation was Mrs. Mcrchiston.

“ Wl. it a tiny woman !” “ How plainly dressed ! why, her pelisse 
was quite old-fashioned.” “ Yet some Issly said she was young. “ He 
does not seem aliove forty, either." “ How strange that he should let 
her go to church alone—the first time of her np|M-aranee, too !”

Such were the comments, blended with a small quantum of lately- 
elivilvd faets, which reached me concerning my new neighlKturs.

" Very odd people—exceedingly queer—ought to Is- inquired into," 
was the general conclusion. All the villageliegan to discuss t!ic Double 
House, the duplicate establishment, and the notable facts that, since 
their arrival. Dr. Mcrehi«ton had liecn seen out every day, Mrs. Mvrehi»- 
ton never; that Dr. Merehiston hod come to church, Mrs. Mcrchiston 
staving at home and rice reran.

The result was the Apednle ladies cautiously resolved to defer “ visit
ing" the strangers a little longer, till assured of their respectability ;urd 
I being myself a new-comer, hating gossip, scandal, and ccnsoriousness, 
with the virulence of warm-hearted, all credulous youth, inly determin
ed to call next day.

(To lie continued.)

AiUrrtismrnts.

GEO. I). HAIJHIS’ 
MOTODJUM JEU) iîfliJlD-fïJ-a ÜA113ÜT,

No. 15. l'HISCE STREET, the New I’tiioH Hank.
fartes de Visite, Vhmettes, Amhmtypee, &c , ia sujieti >r finish. 

Large Photographs mad from life or copied and finished in Oil or Wa
ter Colors, Imli in Ink or Crayons. N. 11.—Copying of all descriptions 

[IT-* Photographs of Confedmnle It tin Tennessee, for sale. Also of 
II. M. S. I>nm an. under full sail.

Frnuooula.
New Hook* hi the Army à Navy Hook 6 Smilenrry Depot, 

lOO, Hollies Street.
Adventures of Ituli Itny, by .lames Grant, L*|.—(late of the 62 Regiment.) 
Godey's Lady's Book fur December.
Is* lion Ton do,
Denior-ct.« Mirror of Fashion do,
American lloys Hook of Sports and Game»,
Kllnna. by ( liarle* Lamb.
Oswald Gray, by Mrs Wood.
Kx|H-rlence« of si trench Dei.relive, hr Wafers,
Looking Towards Sunset, by Mrs. « liifd,
A New Atmosphere, liv Gall Hamilton,
Gentle Life
l.vm Angllvnna. by Rev. R. T. Ridge, M A.
( lirisl a ml Ills Salvation, by II. Itushnell,
Melbourne House, by Author of the Wide World.
Mrs .lamesou's sacred and la-geudary Art. I I Vol.
ALSO—All the late Huston and New "York imiH-rs.
bAMK.nl ( Itotjl I f Z. S. HALL.

MAGAZINES FOR DECEMBER,

ARMY AND NAVY HOOK AND STATIONERY DEPOT,
166 Holms si rkkt.

DIF.TRK’HSF.X k II ANNA Y S ALMA N At FOR 1*6.
Illustrated London ditto, ditto.

All tlio Lnte.-t Magazines ami Newspajiers. Z. S. HALL.

Floaao Notice.
The visitor of a large and very poor dlslrlrl is nuislrained io appeal to the 

< bristian publie for assistance lii rlolliing, that she may be enabled to ei-ud 
the children to u sabbath mid weekly School, I'-iverliigfor the head and feet 
will la- particularly acceptable.

The above can he left at the Bible Depository op|awdte Kt. Paul’s ( liurch

Modlonl Copn rtuoralilp.
THE Public an- hereby Informed lluil Du. TPI I Lit lias entered into a Pro" 

fesslonal co|iartnersliip with W. N Wit KWIHL. M. D . a t.raduaie of Hie 
Vnlvendty of Edinburgh, who may lie at all limes consulted at their Oflicva 
1"1 Hollis Hired. (next door South of the Halifax lloti-l.)

Halifax. Nov. 13. 1HM lm

Milite* anil Boxing Glovo#.
Rent thiality EnyHiK SKA TES anil IW.X/XU MOVES or Sale at 187. 

llnmvH/e Stre-l. JOU.\ JÊ. SYMONS.


