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But a study of the records ol
each hen shows that some of them
are simply ‘‘eating their heads off
while others are money makers,
For example, the hall that did the
best, produced 12,796 egg nd
average of 106 eggs each, while the
other hall produced only 5,377 vuy
an average of 44 each,

This variation is not due to dif
ference in  breeds, for the records
show that it is even greater in in
dividual colony houses occupicd by
a single breed. As an instance the
best ten birds in  one breed laid
1140 eggs, an average of 114 cygs
each, while the worst ten birds
the same breed laid only 142 ¢
an average ol 14 eggs cach,

These results show that with
well selected hens in good condition
no very expensive housing is nece
sary so long as protection is uffor
ed against  extreme cold and
storms, The colony houses referred
to here were described in detail in
The Farming World of September
and, 1907

A plentiful supply of nest boxes
should always be provided for lay
ing hens, for if there is an insuflic
ient number some of the ¢ will
be laid in the litter on the floor
this will encourage one of the most
troublesome vices that can be
quired, viz., egg eating

The nest boxes need only to lLe
very simply constructed, consist-
ing of sides and top, the back being
formed by the wall of the
house and the front Dbeing
left altogether open, though if a
little more trouble can le taken
with them and the front closed in
enough to darken the nest itsell
there is less danger that the eggs
will be broken and subsejuently
eaten They should alwayvs Le
bottomless, resting upon a shelf a
few inches  wider than the nest
boxes, so as to form a ledge upon
which the hirds can alight when
entering or leaving the nest. The
shell should be raised about ten
or twelve inches above the
as a protection from rats and to
prevent egg cating The reason
for advocating this is on the score
of cleanliness, as nest hoxes with
fixed floors are troublesome to
clean, the dirt lodging in the corn
ers and crevices. A good plan is
to have a row of nest boxes built
together, thereby saving a consid
erab amount  of material, and
when cleaning is nccessary all one
has to dois to lilt the row of nest
boxes and the contents will remain
upon the shelf, which can then be
swept off. A convenient size for a
nest box is fifteen inches square
and about eighteen inche:
which allows an abundance of
space for the hens to lay their
eges comlortably

The advance made in the use of
trap nests  during  the last fow
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years has been very marked, their
value in building up a laying strain
being now perfectly realized, but
wre expensive and require
some attention
dealing only with the simplest and  est
cheapest

they

forms

and fixtures, they may be allowed
Lo pass for the present.

It may seem that the connection
between the arrangement of perch-
es in a poultry house and egg pr
duction would  be rather remote,
vet it is not  so, for fowls to do
their best and produce profitable
returns must be kept comfortable
like other farm animals. Probably
the worst form of perch is the one
generally in use in farm
poultry houses, that is the sloping
ladder perch All the hirds invan
ibly want to occupy the top one,
wd that gives rise to constant
fighting when roosting time comes
The perches should be on the same

level throughout and placed if

' I
SPECKLEL EX HEN space permits it, thout two feet
ipart. There is no advantage in

having them high, in fuct where the
heavy breeds ore kept it a decided
disadvanta Filteen to ecighteen
inches from  the round is quite
high enough to afford ample pro
tection from damp and rats, It is
to have the perches so con-
trived that they shall Le easily re-

ind as we are now
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