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■Goind West? •1
Want information as to The Rural Minister
>T FARM LANDS
I M CANADA?

when they really are deserving of sym
pathy, The pastor of a rural ehurch 
is of this clues. He seems to have a 
“soft” job with good pay, «mple lei
sure, holidays and so forth. He labors 
among his flock of horny-handed til- 
lers of Mother Earth by the exercise 
of bis intellect, which would seem in
finitely les, laborious than with the 
plow, the hoe ..r the scythe. He has 
time and facilities to enjoy the won
drous beauties of Nature surrounding 

lo,*d •nd -
rural minister has a 
job. Usually
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And rm bound to die in His army.” 

their fe low-beings, who can put aside

jjpïSïrjï.
to infuse -.ew ideas, new life into ev- 
ery man, to change a preoccupied, 
apathetic congregation not into bigot
ed, self-righteous "unco guida," but

ment, giving the best yearn of his life 
and the ripeness of his scholastic 
achievement, for a stipend that would

with

n Central
Alberta • i iSJsd Still cheap. Free land in 

a* districts. No Irrigationt 
“Dry Farming." (yet the average 

most thankless 
of
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The city ’a all 
not a sou< 

Has any thought

Their voi

I so different, mother, 

or smile or word, or

■:

Vet by many persons connected i 
a church the parson is regarded mere
ly as a hired man. ||0 must at all 
times be under the thumb of the 
managers. He must not dare to use 
a free hand in introducing reforms 
and improvements into church schemes 
and programmes. Whilst outwardly 
the recipient of servile respect, he is 
nevertheless the most scandalised of 
men. His appearance, his enuncia
tion. his family affairs, how his wife
= ?,?„ X GT3 £*

sabbath after-dinner gossip Then, 
again, he stands practically isolated 
i rue, he has the apparent support of 
* ,.few „ aanctimonious, long-winded 

elders, but as these gentry usually 
the minister's functions on the 

they are sometimes

. &%voices are all silent, mother- 
don t know how to greet, 

all our good old naybours that a 
used to meet I 
are so differ 
smile or grin, 

to peer at

legrt
Like mbody

t v*
Their rent, mother, 

you an' ask XAn’ nary a one 
a body in ;

It’s nothin' like the country, m 
things ere built so high 

They shut out every breath of air an' 
every patch of akyl

It’a noisy—so noisy—mother, yet
There ain't . trie-toad aingin- 

cowbell anywhere ;
There ain’t no fields nor meadows, 

nuther, where a boy can be 
you 'round the springhouse 

hke 1 alius used to see, 
your voice a-singin’, 

wafted sweetly 'croet ; 
in in the city tha 
would get lost.

Or wasted on the people, mother, 
cause they live along 

And never know the beai 
«mple, homely song.
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HIS heart's dbsiri

Sabbath evening as he 
a Young People's Guild 

•crvioe, sees the rows of vaoant pews, 
and hears a burly six-foot farm lad 
^ j ’ 'I * mufflled monotone, a dull, 
stodgy homily clipped from a weekly 
journal, he must sometimes experi
ence a longing, a desire to see some 
young red-blooded Torrey or Gipsy 
Smith spring from the mediocrity be
fore him and there, in burning words 
and sentences, pour forth anew the 
story of Hope and Love and Li 
stilling his youthful earnestness and 
enthusiasm into the slothful minded 
audience and imbuing them with a 
desire to help, to go out into the 
world, even their own little world, and 
bring in the fallen, the indifferent, 
and the scoffer.

A great deal has been said of the 
rural clergyman ; how he must enter 
into the social and industrial life of 
his flock as well as being the spiritual 
adviser. This would not necessarily 
imply his toiling in the fields or con
ducting a miniature dairy farm on hie 
lot, but rather to cultivate a genuine 
interest in the noble profession prac
tised around him. The popular minis
ter is not one who looks down upon 
the laborer in the field or entertains 

oealed contempt for farm work- 
era in general. For whatever the 
faults of a congregation may be, a 
pastor who assumes an attitude of 
superiority or aloofness is not deserv
ing of sympathy.
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mother, where a boy can go 
An’ witch the kettl, boilin' up in' 

bear it singin’ low. 
the little fa

•r«V*x
Of all ancies, mother, that 

a boy can see,
Of all the things he’d like to do an’ 

all he’d like to be—
The fascinatin' pitchers, mother, in 

the risin' steam,

mother,

The city 'a all so different, 
yet they say that 1 

inebbe get the kna< 
like it bimeby ;

An’ that’s what I'm afraid of, mdther 
'fraid that afterwhile 

be like folks around me here, who 
never speak nor smile—

Afraid I'll ta forgetful, mother, of 
my boyhood’s spell,

Of naybours' folks an’ pi 
used V love so well;

I’m afraid I’ll get unheedful, 
when I get the knack.

An’ come t' think it over, don’t you 
think I’d best come back?
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mother, §-To him is given the privilege of 
being the guiding hand of the com
munity, the man at the helm, and
with ordinary response from his par- A • •
iahonere he can accomplish much, but . . ... **"*"*’“ ’■'*'* '*—4
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