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FARM AND DAIRY

(8}

A Hen tothe Acre
Wilbur Bennett, Petorboro Co., Ont.

Poultry is at its best as a side line to general
farm work. I do not beliove that, as a general
rule, poultry keeping will be a success on a large
scale. It is not impossible to conduct successfully
a large poultry plant, but we have very few large
plants in either Canada or the United States that
have been a success. J3ut with a hen to an acre
on the average farm there is no other department
of farm work thet will pay better

The writer of this article has had experience
with poultry both on a large commercial basis
and as a side line to the general farm. Sucocess
in poultry kee, ag we have found depends largely
on attention to dotails, and as the poultry flock
multiplies the details multiply in proportion, and
soon there are so many little things to Le looked
aftor that it is almost impossible to keep track
of them.

MOBT MONEY IN EGGS

We believe that eggs should be the end and
aim of the poultry man on the farm. Wo can
make more money from eggs than from dressed
poultry. Of course there is always a certain
amount of dressed poultry to market. Tt is prof-
itable, and it all adds to the returns from the
poultry department.

With a hen to the acre on a 100-acre farm we
would raise 200 chicks a year. It would be neces-
siry to hatch this many eggs in order to ensure
having 50 good pullets to replenish the old stoc!
We generally keep the pullets for laying two win-
ters but no longer.

We believe that birds of utility breeding will
give the best results with the average farmer
They do not require the same care and attention
and will stand our winters better than the Medi-
torranean breeds, such as Leghorns and Minoreas

ABOUT OROSS BREEDING

In our experience, a cross between the two
classes of fowl, American and Mediterranean, pro-
duces excellent winter layers, and the birds are
more vigorous. If this class of breeding is to be
followed, however, it is mecessary to retain two
flocks of pure bred fowls to carry on the Lreeding
from year to year. With most of us there is &
temptation to breed from the cross breeds, and in
the end this is bound to result in poorer poultry
than we started with. Such cross breeding is
only for those who are careful by nature and in-
tend to give their poultry the best of care.

Selection is almost the whole thing in keeping
np the vigor of the flock. Professor Graham at
the Ontario Agricultural College has a bunch of
Wyandottes which have been inbred for 20 years
and they are still as vigorous as the best; but
such inbreeding must be accompanied by the most
careful seleotion, and I would not advise that it
be carried to extremes by the most of our farm-
ers.

INTRODUOE NEW BLOOD

The Lest method of keeping up the vitality of
our flocks is by the introduction into the flock of
new blood esch year and by selection for the
breeding pen of our best pullets. Another way
of introducing pure blood and one that I practice
myself, is by purchasing a set of eggs from a
breeder whose stock 1 know to be good.

Housing for 100 fowls on the average farm
need not cost more than $756. We endeavor
to keep down the cost as much as
possible in building our poultry houses. The
two requisites are dryness and freedom from
drafts. Absolute dryness is of first importance
Too many of the poultry houses on our farms are
too dsmp. We go on the fresh air plan and
have ootton fronts to the houses and straw oeil-
ings. The house does not need to be warm for
the heavier breeds, and this is an additional argu-
ment for utility fowls.

MY BEST RESULTS IN 20O YIRLD

One winter I kept six Orpington pullets in »

six by six-foot chicken coop with a two Ly three
foot window in the front. This window wns
closed only in the winter. These pullets lnid bet
tor than I ever had hens lay
tions. This instance mind,
efficiency of cheap, cuid air houses
In the summer season we make use of the ool
ony systom should be ownwd

under other oond|
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A few cheap coops

Women have better Success with Poultry than Men

There is a reason why our 'lrm women take  grenter

interest in poultry and are --m.mv with it
than the mon. They are better ml«r disposi
tion to the work. Success with poultry Ahpr b on

attei uon to details, and it i here that women shine
In our {llustration vory  wicoosst il
poultry woman, Miss obictoria Oa., Ot
and wome of her pure bred Wyandot

Fhoto by an edltor of Farm wnd Dairy

on every 100-acre farm. Chickens and hous
be kept in the orchard whare they will do hetter
than if housed in the regular poultry house

" O

HOPPER FEEDING ADVOOATED
The hopper system of feeding and the colony
system go together. We use just the graina that

From Incubator to Fattening Crate
D. Burch, Norfolk Co., Ont.
We frrmers have to raise about four chickens
to get one pullet suitable for laying purposes.

That 18, we have to raise 40 chicks to get 100
wood pullets, For this reason I prefer to keep
birds that are of the market type, so when they

are marketed they will bring fair value for the
work and expens. we have expended on them
We have a 200-egg incubator. We try to have
hroody hens rendy for the young chicks when
they are hatched: if have a home-made
hrooder which we prefer to the one we got with
the incubator
THR OHIOKSF

For the first feed of the chicks.

not we

FIRET FRED

we boil the in-

fortile eggs that are tested out of the incubator
We mioke a fohnny cake with corn meal, soak it
In milk and squeeze it cut dry. As soon as the
chirks are large enough we put cracked corn
wnd wheat in a hopper and keep it before them
Ml the time. The hopper is inside of a large,
envared, wire feeding crate to prevent the old
hens and other poultry from cetting the erain
Intended for the vounesters. This method saves
 erent deal of time in feeding and gives the de-
velopine chickens as free a range as possible
which 18 essential to success in raising poultry
with the least amount of work

We keen them growing
&0 that when they

We do not let them
wre ready to he fattened
healthy birds

ston

they will be strong which is very

sentinl to best success in fattening.

PINIRIING MORE THAN DOUBLES VALUR

My experience in fattening is that it does not
pav to start feeding them until they weigh about
four pounds. A four pound bird at seven cents
I8 worth 28 cents. The same bird at six pounds
Is worth 12¢ a nound, or 72. Three years ago I
Indueed to try fattening
40 hirds, and he had good success. Some other
nelghhors also tried it with profit

In 1911 we fattened 120 birds. This year
(1M2) we will fatten about 1200 birds. If these
1900 birds had been sold at the market price of

oue of our neighbors

are grown on the average farm, and hence keep seven cente a pound they would have brought
$336, fonr pounds
3%T v each. When fatten-
SR Ay L yo ed to six pounds
each, it means

The Cheapest and Best in the Line of Poultry Housing

Fresh air and lots of n is the
to think Ih‘ll warmth wi e important point

Cuts & small figure in winter ok DPOMUOLI0N 1‘3 !
open at the lmnl and roaaiod o all wintér. T4
with prepared Brant
Sonelders it an ideal orie for the farier.

down the cost of feeding to the minimum, Ground
oats is one of the best feeds we have, Whest, of
course, is our standard foed for poultry,

For winter feed we wuse the ordinary farm
grains, feeding in a litter on the floor, enough
being scattered around to keep the hens hungry

(Concluded on page 12)

first. easentinl 10 & good poultry Iwune
but we
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7200 nounds, at
120, $864.

This
dream. Anyone ean
make money equal-
Iy fast who will at-
tend to his ponltry
and market it in
the best possible
shane Thera 1
nothing that hurts
the poultry market
more than to flood
it with poor, thin
noultry. It pays
better to fatten the
poultry than any
stock have on
the farm. The cost
will_not exceed 150
a bird for grain
I use the crate re-
commended Ly the
poultry department
of the 0.A.0,, Guelph. We dry pick all the fat-
tened poultry and never kil them unless starved
for 24 to 86 hours previously.

result is no

wa

We used
now know t

Illul'.r-md h
cheap lumber covered
Ont, who owns this house,

Warm poultry houses breed disease in the flock.
<Prof. W. R. Graham, Onterio Agricultural Col-
loge, Guelph, "nt.




