Avcusr 16, 1912

Prominent Toplcs.

Colonel the Hon. Sam. Hughes,
Minister of Militia \linister of Militia, has return-

to Visit Europe. ¢d to Ottawa from Western

f Canada. He <ays  he  found

a splendid spirit existing amongst the troops. The
cadet movement was particularly popular. 1 find
the respectable and reputable element are looking
upon our volunteer system in a different light from
the past.”

The Minister will sail on Wednesday for England
and take part in the manceuvres at Aldershot.  Sub
cequently he will visit France where he has been
invited to be present at the army maneuvres. He
will also go to Germany and possibly some other
European countries to study their respective military
Hughes will e accompanied by
everal officers who will take part in the Aldershot

systems, Col.

manceuvres.  Col. Maunsell, Chief of the Engineer
ong  Staff, will study particularly acroplanes and
wircless: Col. Hartstone will study the question of
arms and ammunitions.  Other  officers who are
going with a view to making the Canadian army
more efficient are Col. Morrison of  Ottawa, Col.
Hodgins, of London and Col. Landry, of Quebec.
Western Canada is threatened with
Binder Twine ; <hortage of binder twine at a

Famine. rather critical moment.  The scarcity
is attributed 1o two causes, the qual-
ity test, which keeps out a good deal of American
twine; and the credit system, which has discouraged
the English  manufacturers. A Canadian  dealer
says that some of the principal English exporters
have practically abandoned  the market because of
their losses, through the credit system prevailing.
Ome of these firms on five-year-old debts was only
able to collect forty or fifty cents on the dollar, and
another lost gwelve hundred on orders aggregating
a little over three thousand. These English firms
do business at home on a strictly cash basis, and were
not prepared to undertake the very heavy expenses
of collection here.

“Phe twine market is on a cash buying basis, and
it requires a year's capital ahead to run i, Itis un-
like any other commodity, for it is impossible to take
4 lien note on it, like on farm machinery, as the
security evaporates as harvest proceeds, 1 selling
were on a cash basis, the selling  price might he
cheapened, and incidentally  these British manufac
turers would be encouraged to re-enter the ficld
But. of course, many farmers are i no shape o pay
for the twine tll after harvest.” L

The harvest is a bountiful one, and it ought not
to be bevond the resources of Canadian ingemnty
to get over such a ditticulty as a Jortage of binder
twine on the spot. It seems to be largely a question
of finance.
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Sir Donald  Mann  <tates that

Canadian Northern (he Canadian  Northern, from

Developments. the north end  of  the  Mount
Roval tunnel to Vancouver, will
be finished in eighteen months. He also savs that
the Montreal terminals will cost from 13,000,000
W $20,000000. Regarding the movement of  the
wheat erop Sir Donald states that the € NCRC brought
out last vear about thirty per cent. of the export and
no doubt they would get as much as they would he
able to handle during the present year. “\We reahze
what it all means,” he added, “and for this reason
o000 men are at work between Montreal and Port
Arthur building the main line with all possible <peed
and about the same number on the British Columbia
sections.”

Maritime  \Vorld
cavs the  Railway  Commission hasapproved of

The Canadian  Railway and
the Tocation plans of the James Bay and Fastern
Railway in the township of Roberval, 1O Grading
on the line from outside Roberval was on July 19
reported to be completed o Chute i TOurs, ahout
cighty miles, and track-laying was to he started on
August 1. 1. I Mullarkey is the contractor. Tt s
aaid that the Tine will be extended along the valley
of the Ashuapmouchouan  River and through the
Chibougamou country  to - Nottaway Bayv or fames
Bay.
This extension of the Lake St. John route is said
to be part of the Canadian Northern system
During the month of July this
Montreal Harbour year vessels visiting  the  port
Statistics. pumbered 21 less than in July
last year, but there was an
crease in their tonnage of 18,205 tons, Figures for
this and the three preceding vears arc: 1o, 327
vessels, 800u128 tons,  In 1910, 351 vessels rogrz 2l
tons; 1911, 372 vessels, 1,112,400 tons, and during July
this vear, 351 vessels and 1,130,014 tons The colled
tor of customs reported receipts amounting to $38,
ooo during July, 1912, as compared with - S34.500
during July, 1911, from imports. Revenue from ex
ports during the same periods, $17.000 during the
past month, and  $16,000 during  July last vear
Total, $33.000, as against $30,500 for Tulv, 1o
The wharfinger for local trathe reported receipts
amounting  to $67,530.74, s agan-t $57.380.71
Adding the amounts previously reported as having
been received since the opening of navigation ecach
vear, totals are arrived at of $191.72000 for the pre
sent season up to and including Tulv 31, as agamst
$170,3%0.73 for last year during the corresponding
period. The increase 1~ therefore $13.348.43. The
above totals  were received, from o unports S1O3,000
this vear and $108000 lasty esports, S3R000 this
vear and $37.500 last; Jocal trafhe, $3%.720.00 th
vear and $30880.73 last This <hows a decrease of
$3,000 0 MNports, snall ncrease e exports, and
an increase in local traffic anmounting to nearly
S1R,000.
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