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ARE FIRE INSURANCE RATES SUFFICIENT'
The above «piestion is. at present, agitating the re- 

1'i'vntatives nf the fire offices transacting Iwsiness 
in the Dominion. There

l.v Kreal." Anil it is so in nearly all vases. Careful 
examination into the profits of 1 rdinary l ire Insnr 
anve Companies will show no ill-treatment of the 
insureil.arc many considerations 

"heel in connection with the adeiptacv or other- 
of the rates. For, while they may 'he consiil-

tvl high on certain classes of risk, thev mav on the ENGLISH AND FRENCH OPINIONS
her hand he insufficient ,0 cover the other classes. The Statist tliscusses the financial side of a mss,hie 
U . lassihcation of fire hazards would he the best Spanish-American war. After pointing „nt the ex 

"" c lu ,l,v s,,llll",n ,,f 1 “• foregoing. We believe I'vttse of hurriedly creating an American armv and
there are mrrent a class of risks Cana,la on strengthening the navy, it agrees that the Cnite.l

hu ll the rates arc entirely made,p,ate, although a,, States will eventually obtain command of the
"l""' '"gh a,,d i;",,!V<'lU"t'y at,rac,ivi' "• «bet ing ■then, if Spain submitted, tin expenditure

l .mio accepting the business. The whole problem rapidly end. and the 
111 lire insurance is a <|Uestiou of average,
'."cslion of average carried out in Canada 
scientific basis, or is the business conducted large!,

- a game of chance?

MX

sea. add
would

war might not cost verv much.” 
Continuing, the Statist remarks; 'Hut ,1 Spain pro­
longed the contest the tinted States would find it­
self in an embarrassing position. The creation of a 

... , , , *lrKv arn|y 1° drive Spain out of Cuba woulde publish the results of the fire insurance bus a very considerable expense, and. when accomplished 
,'ic>> Canada for the .•* years ending Dec. 3'. what would the United States do with Cuba - I astlv

" ,,U' ehowV 1 “,n"K ",at |,Vn,Ml ,llv ,,vl : " S',ai" ,lu'" rvfused to submit, would America after 
I iciiimms amounted ,0 $.*>.o»3,.Uo, the amount paid capturing the Spanish Wes, Indies, extend the 
1 i I'-sm's ami taking the

l> this 
on a

mean

1* war
to I'.urope ? The collapse of Spanish credit might
lone her to peace; but if Spain simply defaulted her 
debt and devoted the money she could raise in any 
way to protracting the struggle the cost to the Cnite.l 

,, , , , S|ates would certainly be very great."
I "v>e figures speak loudly, and demonstrate that Dealing with Mr ( mmur • , ,. . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . *. . . . . . . . . . . . « “v;.............~.............. - «...................* «2 4"

XI: <|' I ’h,,'-' x 'l "...... _S' I"1"’ Sii.s.a, ■' |»n.rvr ci.untrv Ilian tl... i niir.l Si.i„
,1 ' ‘ o' , Newfoundland, Ouebec and other has over 131 millions in gold devotable to war mir

’ , ' lhe l<"iriagratioii hazaril is one that has poses. The large surplus h, the l nited States' 1 >
-unmee iiHld^ünUv3 ,K """ "" V"**™ '* "" 7,/* ^ "* 7' <' a"» and the sale
J* ‘I '"v 't ins,, contained a sens.....  ^.^r^

. . . « ■--s-uit*"k-
'ic who read of the

average ex
peitsc ratio (which is 30 per cent.), the result shows 
.1 trading profit of less than 1 per cent, on the actual 
business of the Companies, exclusive of theit invest-
incuts.

cas

deficit,
U seems incredible that the Secretary ,.f the Trcas 

, ,1, , immense amount of money paid ury will draw considerably on his cash balance without
’ "ll hre '"surance companies in premiums and fresh taxation " ' witliout

1 nothing of the cost of conducting the I,usine,
I hose who have * be / anf>s says it thinks the reports in the Ailier 

seen something of big tires are ican newspapers of the interview of the llriiisl, A,„: z t rrninK ",e ra,vs ,,f t"- *' îfire a, W, ds! r v's ,,a,"VS ’"'T , ^ 'hV ',ig K,"|VV' "Wvrt' inUnM «O sound the feeling of K„g
manv of the townspeoule'wl, ' “ T* ^ 3,1,1 I*"'1, which coun,r>' Americans are now mak-
|, 1 1‘ u" receiving the prompt- mg advances, which strangely contrasts with their
' ven if the rate was'lihrh di a’!< ' remarked previous haughty attitude towar.ls their llritishu uk raft xxa> high the risk xxas corresponding- , cousins."
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