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POETRY
stern, a.iI « pair grey blue eyes totoc Mona watohed litoi curiously aw h« 
©d pathetically down upon him. ^ ran hi* linger tl «rough 4he envelope, for

"Is it all Tight ?” asked Mona, in a she feared it meant worry to lier hiia- 
whi*i>er. band; but «lie was not |»repared to

He diook Inis liead. wee lues face suddenly blanuli and liis
"All wrong 1” lie answered back. eyes gleam with exiger.
And tlien, es if -the temptation proved ‘Tier*! Piers! What is it?" “lie cned 

itoo nuwli for him, h «mounted the itremously. "Surel/ there id imi fresh 
dtariTt'awe and joined her on the landing, cause of trouble?”

"Mona—sweetheart !” he whispered, 
clasping her (two hands closely. "I 

you. Where can we talk 
interrupted?"

APPLES OF GOLD

By H. M. R.

"A word tiitly ejioken id Like aples of 
gold in pictures of ailver.”-<Prov. xxv.
11)

"I ®sk you once •again, sir—will you 
alter your decision, aiwl give your coil 
yeut to <mr marriage f Your daughter 
loves me. Will you ruin Ivor hapjdnese 
for life simply because I'm not so mob 
dn Mils world's goods as my rival, Lord 
langtou ?”

Mr. Fairleigli looked 
his wrV'ing^table, and 
ftwtied dangerously.

"I have given you my answer onoc,
Mi. Dash wood,” he replied, “and that» 
is enough. When you were your uncle a 
heir, and had every reason to expect 
you would suc«eed*4o his title, d-t was 
quite a different. matter; but as &*r 
Geoffrey is now married, and lias a son 
to succeed him, it is hardly likely lie 
will provide for you in tlie future. 1 
«an .‘«ay no more in the matter, so please 
«Irop (the subject."

"lie has irxmiised to leave me some­
thing,” said the younger man hastily.
"He is too generous to cut me out of 
the will altogether."

"Pshaw! A paltry thousand or «•!
Tliat is all you will get ! And mean 
while, what have you to live upon ? You 
cannot projiose to lave in a cottage ?

"I liave something certain, at any 
rate. The Duke of Gazely lias offered 

agency of Wenfonl Park, 
which means three hundred a year, two 
dior.ses, and a good house. If M on u 
content with that, why should you 
stand out against us? We lova each

Mr. Fairleigli towed his head 
contempt. Love to him meant an al 
liance of affectiin and capital.

"And you exi>eot my daughter, wlu> 
has Lived* in luxury all hear life. who has 
only needed to express a wish to have 
it fulfilled, to live upon three huudresl
a year in a small house and be happy? *nd sit down for a
You must be mad to speak of »uoh a sure you want a
(thing. 1/ive in a cottage da quite un day’* work." , .

ide« nmvadays. It>«» «m And Muim roowd bn .tarte A*to «• 
outlive the honeymoon. No — as qnake mom tor lier husband on 

attempted to tqieak

"I rwm dwmieeed," he said slowly, luis- 
tving out the words with a bWemes* 
whioh frightene<l her. “The duke wish­
es me to take six months' notice."

"DoMniseed V" she rejieated blankly. 
“Oh, surely he could not be eo unjust?

must s | ieak to 
without lieing 

Slie <lrew him towards (the big draw 
room «aid cloned the door.ius.angrily frun 

«lark eyes
There must be eoane mistake, Piers, or 
you have not read the letter rightly."

"I don't think there det aaiy mistake."
She left her «eat, and walked clowly 

round to his end of the table.
"Oil, my husband, don't take it so 

much to heart !" she whispered, kneel 
"We have sdx

No one comes *n here during tlie 
morning,” ''«he saisi. "But, oh, Piers, 
what diid he nay to you?”

The young meat looked away from lier 
winsome face.

"He says you shall marry Lord Lang- 
ton within (tlie month."

"I shall never do that !" replie*! the tog down beside him. 
girl gravely, (though her face paled at month* to look about us, and you are
his words. "I—1 hate him, with Ids sure to find something else won."
hard, cruel eyes.” "Alas, Mona, land agencies buoIi

He moved restlessly as she drew near difficult things to get nowadays. They
er to him with her arms outstretched. are generally kept to the family. I 

"Do not tempt me, Mona!” he cried, have known men wait four or five years
‘ God only knows how weak I am where for a ohsnoe, and if Huait is what I am
you are concerned ! Oil, my darling, it to expect, how are you and the boy to 
would be wrong! D would indeed!” live?”

Her hands dropped to her aides with He dropfied luis lie ad on his fouled 
a weary gesture of deqtair. arms, so tliat hid face was liidden from

"Wduere cam I go then?" elie cried her. 
piteously, "If you will have me, I w’ill "Only trust to God and we shall pull 
do my duty to my life’s end.” through,” sand luis wife, laying her luand

"If I will luave you!” lie repeated lit- oareesingly on his fair hair,
terly. “Oh, Mona, do you not under He raised Inks head and looked at her, 
stand? It is because I love you ahd A slow smile dawning on his lips as he 

much that I hesir ate to ask drew her closely to him.
"Sweet wife,” he wluispered lovingly, 

"you have comforted me to my trouble 
by the comfort wherewith you yourself 
ore comforted of God."

hie

the land
wan*, you ao 
you to take a step you might regret

She flung herself into lids outstretch­
ed arms. , .

"God bless and help us!" die wJiid|ier 
ed, l lending hi - head to lier lovely, up 
turned fa<-e. “You ha e placed yout 
entire trust in me, and 1 ball not »»•

with
III

"I’m so hungry, muiumy. Baby 
something to eat."

Mona raised herself from the low, 
hard bed on which die was lying, and 
threw her arms round the 'little child.

"My <learie," she said, burying her 
face In lids fair curls, "daddy will lie 
home soon, and lie will bring you some­
thing. We sluall not have long to wait

The boy «lruimned Ills fingers im­
patiently togetlver, and -seemed not to 
hee«l her wor«la.

“I’m so hungry,” lie repeated vvist- 
i,, ,Ue<i lovinglv at luis young fully. "P'ease- pease, mummy, give 
io two years ago, had left « baby something to eat I”

her lot wdtdi A low sob shook lier slender frame as 
(die tightened her arm* round Mm.

"My God, my God, hear my prayer 1 
Have mercy on u*l" she cried, in her 
agony.

you know well, ft waa nearly a year, ai nee they hod 
steps nearer. •oannmuai o.."wewth «way « Jeft Wenford, and yet Piers was still out

Mr Fairleigli rose trim his ohadr. ^onc.' The duke is » hard roan, end of work. Agencies, *s he had foretold,
• My time Is very valuable,” he «aid filing seems to pleme Mm. Everyone wore laard to get, and though he would

at-itfkly "and I have already wasted an mc when I look the post I «“juld willingly have tuniie*! Ids hand to any
hour or more over a fruitless subject. 1 11im1 h]tm very difficult to get on with. thing, there «eoirwxl no vacancy tm him 
sluall lie much obliged if you will oon- "What has lie been cavilling e* now? anywhere.
si«ler tlie mat ter settled, and leave me." .asked Mom, laying lier haaul an a »>m- Hh micle had g me to Australia for 

Piers Doshwo «1 turned to quit 'the pathetic w ay over his. Ids Jiealith, eo, -as lie was away, Piero
room, hut |«aused fox a moment on the "Oh, about Hie timlier on the west mwje a detqierale apjieal for lielp to «me 
threshold. boundary of the park. I did what ie m (wo frieiwls; but he found a vast ddf

"You will not change your mind?” he me against my own judgment, end fetence in Hueir at-titudes from the time
asked. "For your child'# sake I give 1V)W j,e turns round and lays tlie blame wjwi was heir to a baronetcy and 
you one more ohanoe. God have mercy an nie.” tern thousand a year.

her if you marry her to Lord I>ang "Poor Piers!” slie sold gently. "But, jn ,i,e Imiught lUs wife and
ton.” i,<. will sc? tlie lnjn.et.ioe of i* 1^-ter on, to London, aaul took a «ipying

Mr. Fairleigh’s etern features e-tiffeci- ajyî At 4ny r^c, you have -tlie mtisfac- derk^up mn a solicitor’s office; while
<-d visibly, and hk hand turued the tjou ,,f knowing you «Lid right." Mona did a little needle work for one of
hra.«w knob <if the door -inirjiatiieintiy. "Ah, I know, Mona,” lie replied ead ^ |kjg tdv>pe, and cheered her Ixus-
Pie:s waited just a moment for a w««r«l . . ^ ^ ]fciu1d txi be mi»uiiderst<io<l iwly m, tlie lw*t o4 her power,
ou hto inrl. ^'i! *mt <n «.lifer mijwUy." Then omim (r.A trouble. Wm
"*• ,M" w'.” "It mill All «MB. H«h' *1 «te r,lrt. Ml ill, a,„l Ute copying clerkaWp lad to
in :,.Kt - ,v<. «IM,,. Il f -hi '. phe wliitpeieil. I»-given n|.. Hie UUk howl el raving»
swung to nil- 1 ^ he stood "A note for you, nir,” saiid (tlie maid wa« dipj»e<l into to buy mourkhing f<*od
in'uJ h«l! A Ataaltto glaiK-e up At hiv ellnw, rallier roughly iiilemii>t end luly doolura UUa, until there wsa

« golden head appeared above the haul- one of Ms Graces grooms. wbioh wse akaady oiavdna.

II
I"You look very tiired, Pie.v. Come 

little while. I 
rest after your hand

!

!

the younger
"I wish to hear no more about tlie mad 

I have already given my consent 
tc M<ma's nearriage with I/vr«l Langt«m, j.assecl Ills hand heavily

Piers
wife, who, two years ago 
luxurdnus lw>nie to oait in

"It is iHithing niiKih." lie replied, with 
en attempt ■»' olieertnlueM wlthh did 

much pa .nr,t deceive 'her. "Only t.he uaikiI lAim- 
Uniting, and, «w 
‘onutihluAl dmiiptng
stone.' The duke i- » -i»rd mm, o'"1 
nothing «mm» to pleoe horn. Everymie 
(told me '

"What -is the matter dear? ’ slie con­
tinued. as he «at down lieside her aiwl 

across hts t* ►re
«nd the wedding will tikeplace within 
the month.”

"And you vviill marry her to a man 
*ilie does not love—a man who Is re­
nowned fur his mode of life?”

"Blackeniwig hi i< it her will luvt d<i yuur 
any good, Mr. Daslivvood."

"it Is not my oause «o 
Mona's,” he replie«l, moving « few


