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OUR WESTERN MOUNTAINS. the hook being published by the depart­
ment of the interior. Hi* work presents 
splendid photograph* and describe* fx> 
'tematically the eurl.v exploration* and 
the present eurvey 
ing by different parties < f n large array 
of peak*, and i* to be followed by maps 
and chart*. One should refer also to a 
coming book by Mr*. Ilenehnw. of Van­
couver, on the flora of the mountains, and 
to the photograph* of flowers taken by 
Mrs. Schaffer. Besides there have l»ccn 
many articles concerning our Canid in 
mountain» published in magazines in 
the Staten, especially in the 
chian Journal, of Cambridge, Mass.

hood present the same appearance, the 
heavy rock* on the minace being appar­
ently a sort of veneering. There are evi­
dences of sVdes also in the "ice gorge" 
on Mt. Stephen and in a valley between 
Pciks Stutfield and Wooley. 
slope of earth slid right 
yeirs ago at Maple Ridge near Westmin­
ster Junction and last voir a »mall 
hill moved away at Spence’s Bridge and 
buried a settlement of Indians.

By Rev. Dr. Herdman.
Ruskin ha#» written that at the age 

of two his mother placed him on a crag- 
summit in the north of England. Peer­
ing through the roots of a tree, there 
flashed into his infant eves the sight of 
a wide valley with elanting rays of sun­
light and the gleam of far-off distances. 
Then he woke, in that tender age of 
hi*, to a sen*e of the vaetne»s and love­
liness of Nature. Born again into the 
kingdom of beauty he became an artis­
tic soul. Perhaps we older infants may 
also see sight* and get some inspiration 
—will one only absorb into our heart» 
the glow and vision of the great mountain 
scenery of our Dominion.

system and the climb
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Our Loftiest ha* ">untains.
W hat is the height of our loftiest 

mountains? The highest so far known 
is Mount Robson, 1.1.500 f .et, west of 
the Yi11 low henl Pas». Next to it are 
Mounts Columbia (12.500), 1’orbes (1». 
100). Alberta (12.000). Those last named 
mountains are 50 to 90 miles north of 
T.aggm. Then come Lyell. Athabasca, 
and Assmiboine. The highest moun­
tains visible easily from the railway 
are Temple (11.617). Stephen (10.821). 
Xaux (10,741), Sir Donald (10,806), and 
Bonney (10.700).

Appaln-

To get a proper understanding of the 
heights and sizes of the mountains, 

t, ... . . , one must remember that the . laws of
Bewildering as our mountains are m perspective apply here as elsewhere,

variety an,I number, at kart one ran A .mall hm will ,„melimM hide ,
eo^t nm four main range, '«««hly large mountain. When you look.t
£ L to -he Pan e .bore line-- he g,„cier „„ Mt T ,|p ^
Rot-bien, the Selkirk the field and the js „,ven mile* from the railway.
Tuant range. Sometime, three two tat- traveller, think it i, only a few feet
ter are thrown together and named ihe in thiekne.,: it mu.t he at len.t 200
Oarcade Another range .omet,me. fort. o„ the ell,,,- hand, it i. ,,„,.ihle
ruggMed. eenmrting of .uhmergrd mono. that in the early guide honk, of the
tarn, their tojw, forming the lalandl and f. p. R. ,he Orrrn fliarier on the e„t
archinelagoe off the Pacific -here. The .K|c „t Mt Stephen won rated a. en-

l î '.é "T”?,". i tire'v ««*• «id If in the early
ten 1.CW) fee higher than the Selkirk-. folder, 500 fee,, which may he an exag
l pm, he Selkirk range, however. gerati. n. and there were ,nine dmrnn-
tore fall, abundantly, which mean, many that impl'ed that our Canadian
glacier, and large .novrWik There are r„k, were higher lhan the All*! Here 
hut few lake, in the Selkirk- the vah i, w„y ef „c,rtaining the rtand- 
ley, being precimtoii, the field range „vi!, ,ho„ld be applied t
really include, an indiacnmina te number „in,; o„ flr,t the illr1 t| ..
of -ub range,. fairly well flatten, d down. then ef the limit of yrgetatinn,

"■ ^"•t,P”kl,r’‘‘ "" ,!"'n nf ll,e "f ">*■ thru nf
from «..level and to that w-y like ,|„ glacier, and -now field,, nod the
rheam. a nohle mountain. ,0 mile, from cornice, that cling to the crest,. Tree,
the mouth „f the Fryer river) really af- rue up the ode. ef the mountain, to
ford a longer climb than from the huh about 7.m»l feet i„ the Reekie,, and
peak, of the interior, and pment view, „ (hnu.md feel h-wer in the Sel
that alternate between a aea of mn„„. kirk,. Vegetation, in the ahnp, of ,hr„t„. 
tarn, to the ea.t and ai „.ht of flnOTm. m„„ heath, proceed- from
j'™* .**" n '"’V' * " !K n," " «" l«0 thousand fret higher,
the difficult, near the Mast i. how to when the ,l„r«e are not too ,t,e„ <r 
get through the dense dripping veget* covered with rocks, 
tien and timber. Selkirk* come down sometime* a* low

a* 5,000 feet above sea level. While from 
the peak of a mountain

Avalanches fall from the cornices and 
the overhanging glaciers on the moun­
tain cre»ts. In Abbot'* pass, between 
the steep sides of Lefroy and Victoria, 
great masses are often to he seen, 
launched out suddenly into space. Then 
there is a noise like the roar of Niagara, 
and behind the avalanche streams of 
snow dust trail down like cascades. Climb­
ing up the »tceo side of a high crest you 
often find a ehelf of snow and ice extend­
ing over your head for 20 feet or more 
into space. This needs caution and more 
caution perhaps when you are rounding 
|*eak* or corners where the enowslope 
seems firm but ha* nothing hut air be­
neath it.

o the ntntin-

As for the glaciers, they 
move an inch o- two on an avenge 
day. Some are steep, others-like the 
x ictera glacier, near Lake Louise—almost 
level. The ice is vicious and the snout 
of the glaciers is usually the most slip- 
perv and dangerous part. The reason 
of thie is because the warm air of the 
valley has effect upon the ice. and the 
glacer itself i* fed usually from a «mow 
field (reve) covering a large area. The 
reve on the slopes of Mount Columbia 
is said to include 200 square miles, ami 
in many places, as near Glacier House, 
the enow field* often connect and com 
bine, in climbing to the great ice field 
of Mount Hector, you mount up to a 
he:ght of perhaps 9,000 feet and reach 
a h'gh escarpment: the cl mate seem» 
tropical all the way if the sun is shin­
ing. hut when you come to the gap 
which forward* you toward* the lion- 

I*:ik. you plunge in five minutes’ 
into Arctic condition*—snow, cold 

air. ice, frigidity. Nature abound* in 
moments and varieties.

The gliders in the

Literature of Our Mountains.
get a groat 

me» from aWhat book* are there that deal with panoramic view, yet 
our mountains? The literature i* height of about seven or eight thousand
charming and fascinating. First, l)r. feet you can see more detail in the
Green'» little volume published in lHf-8. °f lakes, ravines, valley*, couloirs—and 
“Among the Selkirk Gliders." Mount llP some good imitations of Scotch
Bonney was his greatest conquest. Mac- heather and capture some gaily colored
donald and Sir Donald were hi* defeats. butterflies.
But he wa* one of the pioneer climbers 
of our mountains, and the mapping of 
routes, and the studies of rocks and of 
the glaciers make the book instructive to 
this day. Then came in 1891, Walter D.
Wilcox'* "Camping in the Canadian 
Rockies,'* followed by. a later edition 
named "The Rockies of Canada." Very 
fine are the photograph* given in the*e 
books, and the author is a in in in love 
with nature and with the climbing of 
high peaks as well a* the studying in 
detail of peaceful valley*. In 1904 
out a book of constant climbs anil fre­
quent conquests, along with a good dull 
of the history of the first tran-"contin­
ental explorers—the authors being H. E.
M. Stutfield and Prof. Collie, and the 
name of the book being "Climbs and Ex­
plorations in the Rockies." 
book of perhaps even more added in 
terest, full of poetry and spiritual thought 
and of long lists of "first ascents." 
named “In the heart of tlie Rockies," 
was published hut year by an intrepid 
mountain! 
at the eni

The steeper a mountain is on 
side, the more accessible it usually is 
from some other side. Mountains have 
all they can do to maintain their equili­
brium and presene their own peaks! 
And where a castellated tower or crest 
rises up, as on the Crow's Nest 
tain, and the highest wall of Stephen and 
the top of Cathedral and other summit»— 
Nature has thoughtfully, in most cases, 
thrown a ledge around a precipice, and 
opened up a chimney crack just at the 
rerilous places. Many of the

like

mniin-

Maritime Baptist: Churches, , are, a* a
rule, about ns brood in their sympathies a* 
self sacrificing, as liberal, as progressive, ns 
devoted in even’ way to Christ and His 
rinse as their ministers, in their live* and 
teachings, are. Sometimes churches are 
far behind their ministers: but they are 
not often in advance of them. Churches 
do not lend ; they follow. How important 
that they he wisely led and taught.

mountains 
or large rock- 

A curved peak near Arrowhead 
threw a mass of dehri* into the Ar­
row lake three yearn ago. which rased 
a tidal wave that broke the C. P. R. 
steamer from her moorings at the wharf. 
°nd only for the cool hendedness and 
goc,: seamanship of her captain she 
would have been dashed to pieces or 
sunk. Near Field from the slopes of 
Cathedral mountain there are visible 
evidences of a great slide, perhaps sec­
ond only to the Frank slide.

have sent down

Another

A natunli-t. discu-sing the materiel» 
out of which bird* sometimes make their 
nests, mention* cases where dog’s hair, 
wool, watch springs, and strip* of new* 
paper have been used.Rev. .Tame- Out ram. Then 

the year rime the magnifi- 
our lending Canadian

d of
cent work of 
climber and 
Range," by A. O. Wheeler, of Calgary,

As for
this last one. I think Turtle mountain 
was largely composed of -gravel on the 
sido from which the rocks fell, and 

then mountains in that neighbor
When men put politic* above Christian­

ity they cease to be 
Christians.

surveyor, “The Selkirk
cither patriot* orsome o

h


