ven by Christ.  Prior to A. D, 1600, no
man or class of men of whom we have
any record, regarded dipping as anything
more than a mode of water baptism, or
denied the Sciiptural character of baptism
by sprinkling  Exclusive dipping is a
very modern theory indeed, and so, of
course, close communion, which is based
upon it But the theory and the practice,
born but as of yesterday, are likely to be
short lived, and they have just received
what will probably prove the death blow
Dr W, H Whitsitt, President of the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louvisville, Ky, has lately published a
book entitled @ “A question in Baptist
History.”  The question is, Did the Erg
lish  Baptists, in the early part of the
seventecnth century, baptize by dipping ?
This question the learned Baptist Presi-
dent is compelled to answer with an honest
and emphatic no  Prior to 1041, the Bap
tists of England, he tells us, baptized by
sprinkling or pouring. President Whit
sitt's book has thrown the whole Baptist
Church of the South into a fever of ex
citement. and the trouble has extended
into the Baptist churches of Canada Not
that President Whitsitt has announced
any new truth that scholars of other de
nominations did not know betore, but he
has given such “irretragable proot” of the
truth that no  fair-minded.  intelligent
writer will ever again call it in question
From original documen's preserved in the
British  Museum,  President  Whitsitt
shows in a way that does not admit of
successful contradiction, that “immersion
s introduced into England about the
vear 1641 " He quotes profusely  from
books and tracts written about the mid
dle of the seventeenth century, showing
that dipping was a novelty at that time.
It is spoken of as “an yesterday conceit,”
“anew invention,” ** a sparkle of new
ight,” “a new crochet,” ete, etc On
page 130, President Whitsitt says, “ln
the vear 1041 the change from pouring
and sprinkling to immersion was duly in-
angura ed ;7 and on page 133, he says:
“Whtever else may be truc i history, |
believe it is beyond question that the
practice ot adult immersion was introduc
ed anew into England in the vear 1641,
Few other facts are capable of more con
vincing demonstration ”

And yet it is upon this “‘novelty,” this
“crochet,” that Baptists claim that their
fellow Christians  of other denominations
are not baptized, and have no right to the
Lord's Supper. It the Churches to day
which baptize by sprinkling have no
Scripture baptisim or ordination, then all
the first Baptists of the seventeenth cen
tury had none, tor President Whitsitt
proves that they, too, baptized by sprinke
ling.
*

* * * . * *

To the Baptists denying our sacramen-
tal rights, and assigning us a lower place
in the kingdom of God, we will patiently
but confidently present the remonstrance
of the Apostle, *Why dost thou judge thy
brother ? or why dost thou set at nought
thy brother ? for we shall all stand betore
the judg ment seat ot Christ (Romans 14:
10)"

Woodstock, Ont.
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The Blessedness of the Rut

This constant travelling in a wut, “the
everlasting - routine,”  ““the  perpetual
grind”—how common such expressions
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are, and how familiarly they voice tne
discontent of people who cannot find any-
thing more serious or distressing to come
plain about the sameness of their days !
It would almost seem, from the prevalence
of this sort of grumbling, as if man w re
by nature a complaining creature, born to
protest, to worry, to covet the things he
has not and cannot hay
wavs with present conditions and neces
sities, and disposed to attribute his anhap-
piness to his lotin life rather than 1o his
own attitude and point of view with res
pect to life. What other explanation
seems adequate wo account for a condi
tion so uriversal and persistent 2 For we
find all classes of men complaining aboot
the monotonies of life.  Even great men,
doing a great work, are apt to speak of
their time as consumed by weary ond un
interesting  routine.  Lives which  the
more humble of us picture as tull of inter
est and variety and inspiration are how
often declared by who are living
them to be wearisomely dull and mono-
tonous ! What is wrong with men and
women in gencral, that they should find
lie so cursed with samencss and tame
ness and lack of that fresh dedight and
buoyancy of service which is so essential
to hestachicvement ?

The trouble seems to be that we do not
rightly interpret and value repetitiousness
orsamencess in life as a guality conducive
1o truest happiness as well as largest suc
cess  Itis in the so-called monotonies of
life, did we but realize it, that the greater
part of the quiet, deep, equible happiness
of life consists.  Someone has expressed
this thought of the joy of the smooth rou
tine of lile in a most happy phrase  *“the
dear, evervdayness of life And when
one thinks of the matter reasonably and
candidly, is it not true that the sense of
peace and satety and mastery and won
tedness that attaches 1o the r utine of our
days is, or should be, one of the deepest
sources of personal  satisfaction 7 The
task that  we are accustomed to do and
perform with practiced ease and accuracy
the duties that we approach w th a tull
understanding of their requirements and
method of performance § the daily events
so like each other as to be free from
shock and strain , the smooth and at the
same time useful alternation of rest and
toil, planning  and performing —are not
these repetitious experiences of daily life
full of a serene satisfaction and comfort,
il we on'y estimate them rightly ?

Let a few days of life be broken in upon
by unwonted experiences, even such as
might be pleasurable in anticipation, and
how glad we are to get back again to the
accustomed rut ! The sense of strain
and confusion  disappears when we get
back to our wonted routine, and we
breathe a sigh of r s ful content as we re
sume the old round of familiar duties.

And still more, it the experiences that
have broken in upon the routine of lile
are of a distressing or exacting character

sicknes, suspense, a trying ordeal ot
any sort—what grateful, what blessed re
lief to return to the dear everydayness of
hfe once more! We wonder how we
could ever have grumbled over it. How
could it ever have scemed to us anyth ng
but the only serene and happy path tor
our feet to pursue ?

dissatisfied al

those

The remedy for dissatisfaction with the
routine  character ol 1 be
simple enough —a temporary suspension
ol the routine, with all the special and un
accustomed strain that such a departure

e

seems

276

from one's regular habits entails. We
have only to demonstrate thus in person-
al experience, from time to time, how
dear the everydayness of life actually is,
in order to be weaned from that dissatis-
faction and spirit of grumbling that are
so unworthy a child of God. By thus at-
taining the right viewpoint we shall get
rid of the notion that there is anything
regrettable, anything  that ought 1o be
changed, in God's appointment of routine
to be the normal condition of  life.  We
shall see clearly that it is the very condi-
tion which is, on the whole, productive of
the greatest amount of peace and happin-
Out of no other ordering of life
could so much real and permanent hap
piness proceed

And if the routine of life is the condi-
tion of the hizhest avernge of happiness,
it is evon more evidently the condition of
life's highestaverage of achievement.  In
no other way than by performing the same
kind of tasks over and over again, day
after day, could the individual or the race
accomplish the greatest amount of endur
ing work I'lis initselt should be an ad
ditional cause for rejoicing in the mono
tonies of life  If we accomplish more by
following the rut than we could in any
other way, we ought 10 be glad that our
appointed pathways fal” into ruts - There
is still another satistaction, then, be ides
the peace and ease of the rut —the satis
faction of knowing that we are thus real-
izing our highest pessibilities as workers,
as contributors to the welfare of the race.

Heow ungracious, then to grumble at
the very wisest provision which God has
made both for our happiness and our
fruitfulness in life ! OFf all the paths that
strike the world, t!ere is none,
after all, so pleasant and <o profitable as
the commonplace rut.  Abolish it, and
vou would have a weirld full of confused,
erratic, unhappy, ineflectual men and wo
men -a human chaos  Blessed indeed
are the habitual things that regulate con-
duct, and concentrate cffort, and fill our
dayvs with that quict. lasting  happiness
which is the most precious heritage of hu
man experience.— The Intc “or
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