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Unlike the natural mind of the uncorrupted Celt, Arunta,
or American Red Man, which is ever open to unusual psychical
impressions, the mind of the business man in our great cities
tends to be obsessed with business affairs both during his
waking and during his dream states, the politician’s with
politics similarly, the society-leader’s with society; and the
unwholesome excitement felt by day in the city is apt to
be heightened at night through a satisfying of the feeling
which it morbidly creates for relaxation and change of
timuli. In the slums, humanity is divorced from Nature

nder even worse conditions, and becomes wholly decadent
But in slum and in palace alike there is continually a feverish

nerve-tension induced by unrest and worry : there is impure
ind smoke-impregnated air, a lack of sunshine, a substitu
tion of artificial objects for natural objects, and in place of

ude the eternal din of traffic. Instead of Nature, men
(and paradoxically some conventionalized men in
the country) have ‘ civilization —and ‘ culture’

Are city-dwellers like these, Nature's unnatural children,

w] rind out their lives in an unceasing struggle for wealth
ind power, social position, and even for bread, fit to judge
Nature’s natural children who believe in fairies ? Are they
ght in not believing in an invisible world which they cannot

mceive, which, if it exists, l]l(‘_\ even though they be

are through environment and temperament alike
wpable of knowing ? Or is the country-dwelling, the
ometimes ‘ unpractical * and ‘ unsuccessful ’, the dreaming,
and “uncivilized " peasant right ? These questions ought to
yuse in the minds of anthropologists very serious reflection,
world-wide in its s ope.

At all events, and equally for the unbeliever and for the
believer, the study of the Fairy-Faith is of vast importance
historically, philosophically, religiously, and scientifically.
In it lie the germs of much of our European religions and
philosophies, customs, and institutions. And it is one of
the chief keys to unlock the mysteries of Celtic mythology.
We believe that a greater age is coming soon, when all the
ancient mythologies will be carefully studied and interpreted,




