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her timid but trustful touch, virtue from Him shall quicken and
awaken us. You remember that legend of Leonardo di Vici,
which is told in connection with his painting of the Last
Supper. As I recall it now, it runs that when the wall of the
convent in Milan, on wliich he had painted it, was first exposed
to view, the monks gathered round the picture, eager to criticize

its details au'^ to admire and applaud its most insignificant

accessories. There were loud voices and fierce disputes, until
it was with one consent agreed that, if there was one thing
better than another about the picture, it was tliu drawing and
coloring ut the table-cloth. The impatient painter listened
with flushed cheek and flasliing eye until the last of the order
had spoken, and then seizing his brush, with one dash of color
blotted every admired detail of the table-cloth out. He
had brought them to look upon tlie face and figure of Christ,

and they could be so absorbed upon so paltry a thing as the
painting of a bit of cloth ! Even so, I think, in these days of
restlessness without devotion, of bustle without faith, we are

absorbed in a thousand small details, well enough in themselves
it may be, but oh! how far removed from the central fact of that
religion of which we claim to be disciples. And all the while
the Master is looking calmly down upon us, waiting until we
shall consent to withdraw our eyes from these and lift them to

Himself. For then liow surely shall it come to pass that,

drawing our inspiration straight froni Him, our work, our
duty, our shortcomings, will all alike stand forth in a new and
clearer light. If we are the pastors of His flock, we shall, as

we lift our eyes to Him, find ourselves moved to feed them
more diligently, and lead them more prudently than we have
ever done before ; and, whether clergy or laity, looking to Him
we shall catch the spirit of Him who said, " I must work the

works of Him who sent me while it is called to-day,: the night

cometh when no man can work !" Show us, therefore, thou
mighty One, first of all Thyself, and so arouse us to the work
which Thou hast given us to do

!


