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him.* But the peculiaritioa of what ia desirable or agreeable in the anbjeot constitute what
is called bis diuposition ; therefore, the subject is always ttve to resolve in aoourdaiicu with
his disposition.

It is plain, therefore, from the foregoing, that every rational being subjectively resolves
from, and through, the impulse of motives. The subjective (eeling of consent, apparently
the most sovtroign of all subjeotive ieulings, is yet the servant of all—we had almost said the
most abject slave of all, at least of the dominant majority. The control of all our subjective
energies rests in subjeotive resolution ; and the control of all our subjeotive resolutions rents
ill the subjeotive feelings or motives which constitute the primary sources of volition in man's
nature; and were these sources withdrawn, all resolution and voluntary energy would be at
a standstill. Tho primary force which hurries the schoolboy whistling along the street—that
makes the rafirohsnt jump behind his counter in quick response to the calls of customers, or
that drags the farmer ploddmgly over his harvest field, is a motive or subjective feeling. He
may not be able always to tell you exactly what is the motive or feeling ; and he may answer
in a general way, that he does so because he loves to do it, or because it is his duty, etc.

;

but he is never surprised by your question, which supposes him to act so from the influence
of some motive.

Bo much, then, for the fact that all snbiective resolution is the result of motives. Let
ua now look more particularly at the character of motives. What are they 7 Our answer here is,
that all motives are simply reducible to those subjective feelings of the Conscience, Heart,
Taste, etfl., which we discussed at length in an earlier part of this work. It is vain, therefore',
to look f>.>

'
a motive outside of them. We have spoken very freely, in the earlier pages, about

the action of these subjective senses, their methods of excitement, their impulses, while in a
state of activity, upon the resolution or will, towards their appropriate gratiflcation or paci-
fication. It it now our duty, in discussing the will, to look at subjeotive resomtion more im-
mediately in relation to these subjective senses. In discussing these subjective senses, we
showed that most of them are attended, while in a state of activity, with certain impulses
towards their appropriate gratification or pacification. We now call special attention to the
fact, that the impulses of these subjective senses, in a state of activity, constitute what we
call motivea or springs of »c.ion. It is they, and they alone, that influence the subjective
resolution or consent in all its decisions.

In fact, thert, ia no other conceivable power by which the anbieotive reaolntion of a crea-
ture can be influenced rationally. They first act upon the subjeotive leaolution, then the
subjective reaolntion or feeling aota upon the aubjeetive energy, which accomplishes (he deed
which ia to gratify them. There are in all three forces in volition, and they are the first.

People say falsely " that a man in certain cases resolves from habit." Habit ia like
inertia in matter ; it la only a tendency to continue in states. It can never change ita atate
frona one of rest to motion, or from one of motion to rest. It cannot set the resolution in
motion any more than it can arrest its progress.

Habit gives a tendency to run in old channels, if the impetus ia communicated ; but <t
oannot communicate the impetus. The true impetus to resolution or consent is the impulse
of these aubjeetive feelings or senses.

A man may be oonatrained to do a thing by physical force, but that is an act in which hia
own voluntary powers have nothing to do. If he were impelled by fear, they would have
something to do; but in this case the motive would be the subjective sense of fear ; and this
would harmonize fully with our affirmation, that all motivea or springs of action are purely
reducible to these subjective senses of the Heart, Couscienoe, etc., in a state of activity. It
is the impulse of thflse foslingg, acting on the Ego, or subject, that excites the subjective
feeling of resolution or oor^Mnt :vithin him, and seta volition in motion.

The impulses of these senses are called motives, when they are thought of in relation to
the resolution, but this is a matter of indifference. They might as well be called ' impulses
on the resolution " as anything else, because it is on the resolution or consent of the Ego
that they, aa impulses, continually act. When we use the word motive, therefore, we do it
simply in conformity with usage, and for convenience, not because it expresses the philoao-
phioal idea more correctly than the word impulse-

There are, however, two distinct uses of the word motive. We may mean by the word

Some assert that a man is free to resolve even eontrarv to the strongest motives ; because thev
say, "he ia oonsoious that be is free to do so," In reply to this, we , have only to say that he is also
conscious that he never actually does so. As parallel to this, we are also oonsoious that a stone is
Jjistay free tomoye n^pward as to fallto the ground, were it not that the gravitating force is there to
SriiT it drTTirrir^. ii:= srsviiaiiEg fc~= in the rcnoiuticsB ars just tCB dCtlTcS. Vrt. u«vcr naw the
resolution resist the motives any moire than the stone the gravitating force. Neither of them is free
therefore, to resist the gravitating torfj. Both yield alike with the influence that is strongest tomove them. In like manner, man is never free to resolve contrary either to a strons motive when
single, or to the strongest class wheu others oppose tbeui.


