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Then the judge (Lord Mansfield for inftance) tclis theju*

ry that they muft find generally and not partially; they mud
find the defendant altogether guilty, or altogether acquit him j

but he would not ajlow them the power of judging of
his guilt or innocence, for he fends them back witii this pro-

hibition, " that they are not to apply the law," v.'hich means
that they are to bring the defendant in guilty whether they

know him to be fo or not.

When Lord Mansfield revived this unintelllgiblii docflririe,

by the power of his eloquence, the fubtlety of his reafon-

ing, and the novelty of ihe fubjeft fince the revolution; and
by the difficult.es and perplexities, with which he teazed

the juries, fome of them were fatigued into verdicts accord-

ing to his good pleafure.

When the people found his pernicious principles were
gaining ground in the nation, that it was not the caufe of
one man who may be tried to day^ but the caufe of every
fubjeft, liable every day to be tormented, men of under-
ftanding and reading, jurilprudent men began to examine
this new fangled laWi and difcover on what bafis it llocd;

they difcovered it had no foundation in lawj or reafon, and
accordingly oppofed it. Junius attacked and confuted both
Lord, Mansfield, and Sir William Dlackftone;

When Lord Mansfield found he could not maintain his

fyftem of libels, he gradually relaxed in obti uding them upi
on the public, and though he could not fubriiit t;o alter lil^

pradlice altogether in dired contradidion to his firft attempts>

he foftened it very much latterly, and fjarticiilarly by declar-

ing that the man who piibliilies a libeli even though it be
a verr foul one, will be jullified, if he has been theretd * pro-
voked by infults and injuries;

* In the cafe, Rex vei-fuj Woodfall, , for a letter figned jUriius, L^Kl Mansfield
declared—*' That whefe an acl in itfelf indifferent, if donii with a particular intent^

beco»tes criminal; thert the /«/^»r ihuik be proved and found. Where the afl is

in itfcU uHtanvfal, the juftificatlon; or cxcule lies oft tlie defendant." Now let us
aflt, is not this publication in itfelf indifferent ? was it done with Jt criminal intent?
has it acquired, or Is it become criminal * can tht |)ro(cc'itor prove any fu'ch in-
tent ? have iibt the deftndanis proved provocaiki|: to ^^i^# ox excu/e fhctn tn
this, or any «thei- produ6li6i) iimilar to » I 'MIM^jiMJ.^ >
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