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wife remained with her paramour. A negotiation was set on

foot with the chiefs of the Highland and Island Scots, large

numbers of whom entered into O'Neil's service. Emissaries

were despatched to the French Court, where they found a favor-

able reception, as Elizabeth was known to be in len rrue with the

King of Navarre and the Huguenot leaders against Francis 11.

The unexpected death of the King at the close of 1560 ; the return

of his youthful widow, Queen Mary, to Scotland ; the vigorous

regency of Catherine de Medicia during the minority of her

second son ; the ill-success of Elizabeth's arms daring the

campaigns of 1561-2-3, fiollowed by the humiliating peace

of April, 1564—these events are all to be borne in memory

when considering the extraordinary relations which were main-

tained during the same years by the proud Prince of Ulster,

with the still prouder Queen of England. The apparently

contradictory tactics pursued by the Lord Deputy Sussex, be-

tween hia return to Dublin in the spring of 1561, and his final

recall in 1564, when read by the light of events which tran-

spired at Paris, London and Edinburgh, become easily intel-

ligible. In the spring of the first mentioned year, it waa

thought possible to intimidate O'Neil, so Lord Sussex, with

the Earl of Ormond as second in command, marched north-

wards, entered Armagh, and began to fortify the city, with a

view to placing in it a powerful garrison. O'Neil, to remove

the seat of hostilities, made an irruption into the plain of Meath,

and menaced Dublin. The utmost consternation prevailed at

his approach, and the Deputy, while continuing the fortifi-

cation of Armagh, despatched the main body of his troops to

press on the rear of the aggressor. By a rapid countermarch,

O'Neil came up with this force, laden with spoils, in Louth,

and after an obstinate engagement routed them with immense

loss. On receipt of this intelligence, Sussex promptly aban-

doned Armagh, and returned to Dublin, while O'Neil erected

his standard, as far South as Drogheda, within twenty miles of

the capital. So critical at this moment was the aspect of

affairs, that all the energies of the English interest were taxed

to the utmost. In the autumn of the year, Sussex marched

again from Dublin northward, having at his side the five


