
T'lIRD MHTHVU KHTKIl OF PMTIIAI.IC ACID. 1067

c«ter. If th«. ester were derived as suf

[C,H,(C<),CH,),],C.H4(C(),H,) + 4 - .,

but with the data we have at present, tt

um-hI is

/

' its formula would be

V >^H,),[C.H,(CO,H,)],

.ily formula which can be

-CO,
C,H.(CO.CH,)..(C.H.<( ^O),.

*\co/

It is hniH-d that m .-.urement of the rati «>f saponification of dimethyl

plithalate or of the rate of esterification of phthalic acid or of phthulic

anhydride by methyl alcohol will show whether this new si.tei is an inter-

meiliatc stage in one or mort- «if these reactions.

Only about 0.6 g. of this ester has been prepared as the yield is very

poor. This is probably due to the barium salt becoming protected by

a layer l)ariu:n sulphate and it is hoped that some method of shaking

tlie tube may increp«e tiie yield. I-'urthe' investigation of t»<is very

intert; 'g ester is ir )guss.
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