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Conceding his content.un to b« tnu, we are tl.en l.rought
^'^-/Vr" r' what' did'

U

of aerious import, and that is: What did the cro.. stand for, or what d.d it

symbolize to those ancient ixjoples and those lost civilizations

'
Without, in any way, compromising my uidependoiue of thought, ...den

tifvi. V,„vse f with any party, I am free to state what. ... .ny op.n.on, the pre-

S^Stosrhl AnirLa ;;nii.oli.ed in the religious lives ,.f tj- «-- -
Mavas From the dim traditions which yet linger among -.; tribes of Central

Amerta 1' o.n th- c.vilized Indians, a..d from .o..vcrsa.ions held with the pr.es.>

^iu^U ;: Uiese Indians, 1 am satis.ied tha, .he cn.s ^^^^[;:l^
Kod Of rain, of water, a..d futility. 1 refer .,ow to what we .a .he (.rtek cross

and .0 to the Swa tika with which I w.ll pre8e..tly deal The Mexican a.s ron-

m r Pe ag Gama, is of the opinion that the " C.-oss of
'l'-*'"-™';^^X?a^^

a a tronomical expression of the vernal and a..tumnal eqn.noxes when dnvs ami

"ghtrir" of the siine length; the times. March '>lst a..d Soptcnher 22. when the

snn ii. it- revolution stops for a moment, crossing the T-.quator.

RXJNK- S.ONE. ZEEI.AND.

Pr'-l hri.stiiiit.

it wa< to the cro- that the dwellers on the Aztec Plateau ni..de a pilgrimage

to Cholula to i.ivoke the help of Quetzalcoatl, god of the winds, and olTer sacr.li.-es

In him that he might -cii.l ilowii rai.i upon their pa.-.iicd lands.

At the foot of the cross the people of Oaxaca otTe.-e,l the.r supplications to

Votan "Heart of the Tleavenlv Kingdom." when their lands were pnrche,! with

prolonged drought.^, and it was bef..re the • C.-oss of ('ozu.ner the Mayas and

Quiches stood when thev petitio.ied their god Chiirhiilcan to send them ram and

-.ive their crops from the locusts and the hot winds. The temple nf the cros. on

the Island of Cozumcl off the coast of Yucatan was fre-pienf^d. at times, by such

multitudes from Tabasco. Chiapas. Honduras and Yucatan that paved roads

wc-e co.istrr ! from the distant towns to the shore where embarkation was ma.lc

forCozum. C.gollu.lo. " Hist, de Yucatan." Rook IV. CO.)

It is a angular and striking analog)-, that amon,. the Egypt.ans in tl.e time

of Mo es the cross was also the symhol of rain and fertility. Placed ,n the hand

of olir s it was the emblem of spring, and i,> tlu^ hand of Tsis it represented ^utiurni

and tlie inundation of the ^^i^^ TnY,.catante cross. .

!^t;V:::S;r th 'wateJof';!;:;^!:.;; and Ta^seo .ivers on the


