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tession, because of the big job of rigging work

they were now called upon to perform, all work

of the most interesting character, and highly

educational for most of the men as well. Few
people ashore realise how a sailor enjoys a job

of rigging work, if the onditions under which

it is performed are at all bearable.

The repairs progressed apace, and Frank and

Wilson both felt as thoroughly 'appy as ever

they had been in their lives, especially as neither

had received anything but good news from home.

The only uneasy feeling they had was concerning

their well-beloved skipper. He had yet to face

the ordeal of the Board of Trade inquiry, an

ordeal which is proverbially uncerlain in its re-

sults, sometimes resulting in the grossest injustice

being perpetrated upon a good man, sometimes

allowing the worthless to escape scot free, but

always, 1 believe, conducted u.ih the most earnest

desire to ariive at the truth. Unfortunately for

tiie skipper, his suspense was prolonged by the

fact that the Government department moved

slowly, while his work went on very rapidly, so

that the Thurifer was ready for sea before the

inquiry could be held.

In thr=e weeks from the ime she entered

Falmouth harbour she was towing out of it

again completely fitted aloft, but temporarily

patched as to her bows, and spreadmg her huge

white v/iiv^s, bore away grandly uj- Cha.ncl bt fore

:; strong westerly bree/e, a Chaiinel p lot bemg

o;i board, and all hands, including the two

rescued Italian seamen, who had b" this tiint-


