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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (LIVE STOCK BRANCH J

t/(MANAGEMENT OF GEESE.

IlV .1. It. TKBKY, ClllKK I'ori.TRY I>-.STm<T()R.

IVK.N Ciiviiur.ilili' .•inir(Mii](liiii;s. pi-sc iii-c tin- ciisii'st of :ill (loiiicstii-

fowls to liaiidlc. Whcii' snlllciciit t'li't'ii luixturi' mikI wiifcr ari- nvail-
iiiiic, this liass of lovN cnn he krpt vi'i-y clUNiply ill this I'rovlmi'.
.\s jft, liowi'vcr, very lew uw'st. iirc lii-iiiK kept. (juiK' a lar«o iiiiiiiliir

of coldstoratfo (iccso arc iiiiportiMl into the i'rovliu-<' diiriim tlic wiiitoi-

iiioiitlis to supply tlio (Iciimiid. TIhto Is apparently no n'asoii. oulsido
lack of liitorest, why more p-csc shoiilil not lie lircd.

BREEDS OF GEESE.

Tlie most protitahle are tin- Tonloiise. KiiiImIcii. African, fhlnese, and Camnhi
(or wild) tits'se. Of the above, the llrst two hrtvds n:ini<>d are the most popular.
The stand.ird weiKlits are: Adnit Kanders, I'D 11..; udiilt pn's*', IS II..; youn«
Winders. IS lli. ; f-eese, 11! Ih. The African weights are as fi>r tlie previous two
l>ree<ls. Actually, the weishts of the stiK-k kept liy the average fanner are in most
oases a few pounds less thnn standard retpdremeiits. The Chinese geese are about
li 11). liRhti'r iier bird than the others. The wild koos«> averaijes about 10 to 12 lb.

for gander and 8 to 10 lb. for geese.

Descbiption of Bbkeos.

Toulouse, grey and white In colour, are proliably the iH-st la.vers of the three
heavy breeds; not .sueh good mothers as the KmlKlen. Ordinarily they do not
mate as early in the year as the South African and Kmbdens. and will generally
mate with less females then the other two breeds. For the production of green
gi>pse or goslings for early market they are perhaps not quite so g.sid as the others,
for, although the goslings attain to a large size, they are not (|uite so rapid ie
"plumping." Il,)wever, when the earliest or first eggs laid are fertile, the additl.ma.
goslings will eventually prove them as protitahle as the other breeds.

The Einhden or Bremen geese are pure white in plumage, are fair layers, and
splendid sitters and mothers. Like the Toulou.se, the ganders are rather slow in
mating, and early in the sea.son infertile eggs an- often laid. The goslings, liowever,
are quick growers, "plunqr' well, and make excellent " grtvn s'se." They ar»>
generally tamer than the otlier hreiMls. Another advanlage is ;; lact th,.t the
while feathers fetch more i«t iwund than the gn'y or brown.

The Africjin geese, which are distingulslu^l by the •>tiit>ei,iiiee or "knol>"
between or Just below the eyes, are of greyisli-lirowii plumage, ami uiore pugnacious
than the other l)re<Mls. They mate eirly, and on tlie average the gw'se will lay more
fertile eggs tlian the others. They ar.^ nearly as giK)d it.vers .-is the Toulouse, and
their .voung grow fast and will lie ready to market quite as early as the Kmbden.


