
Preface

pleasant one, and without whose kindly aid we should

have missed a large part of" its interest. The Medical

Mission work of the Irish and S( '':h Presbyterians in

Manchurir., and the various branches oi work of

American and Australian Presbyterians in Korea have

been briefly described in this book, but their profound

value can only be appreciated by those who have come
in personal contact with them. In the troublous

times of the last decade they have proved their worth,

and I only hope that the ominous cloud still over-

hanging the land may be dispersed and a time of

prosperous growth succeed the trials which they have

triumphantly endured.

As I write these words the June number oiWorhCs
Work falls into my hands, and I read what Japanese

writers have to say upon the Manchurian question.

Adachi Kinnosuke pointsout that, despite theimmense
financial strain of the war with Russia, Japan has

trebled her army and strengthened her navy to an

equal extent during the few years that have elapsed

since that struggle, which cost her the lives of 300,000
men. The reason which he assigns for these military

preparations is the necessityof being able to face China.

At the close of the Russo-Japanese war Baron Komura
tried to induce the Chinese Government to open
Manchuria to Japanese colonists, but as Manchuria is

imperatively needed by China for her own surplus pop-
ulation, which are pouring into it daily by thousands

in the early spring, it was only natural that she should

resent the proposal, and refuse to grant the desired
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