
iliosf (.tliPi- iiirtiieiweH Worked
I" iliaw iix Hpiirt.

"til the utriijfjrle iK-fweeri tlii. t,v„
"lii.-h l.av.. won? \V,. aie .,1| ^,i,„|'

'<' Ixiinw tiiiit tin- rfiitrip«'tnl for
Imvc iriuriipluMl over the cfiitrifinri!;
"n»I in proportion, n* we •:„{ i;..,.;'i .-

•"iM-doiii, we hcrarn, t,. loval t,i thf
Kier. ,-:• Kiiipir,.. dl.Mi. Iii-ar.) Tl,,.
I wo. insteiK^ of .•oiinteraotiiiir o.i.'i
other, ih)Vf»aileil.

Three Oonriei Open
"There were three eoiirs' which

tins yoiiM^r people, so welde.l .ogether
• '•imd hefore then,. I'here waM the
poliey of ahsorptioii in the jrreat
••"untry to the south, with its treinen-
dous muitiiet of iittraelioi, operutin^'
III «o many way^.. There were .idvo-
niles of tiiat stej, in this eonntrv,
more a.Iv.rates of it i„ ,„|,er ,.„„;,.
tries, and, 1 am ashamed to say, some
people in the Motherland, that would
have seen that take place and never

^turn a hair. Canada was saved from
that, first by the instinet of preser-A vation.

' Protest Against Absorption
"She hioked on abso piion as a ro-

«"« out ot individual and corporate
existence, dH not like it. and made

^^^^ , ^ protes' i,g:ainst it. Besides all
the other eiicnmstauces which led t(.

confederation was thi>. arisinj; out of
the retusal to renew il,c old recipn,
city treaty or make another, that an
attempt was beinjr made by the
I nited States to incline Canada bv
way of partial compulsion, to sucii
absorption. It was in protest against
that pressure that the farseeinjf men
of confederation days were .Iriven in-
to buildii.jr the units into one stron-
body. (Cheers.)

"That wa.« Canada's Hist recorded
protest against absorption. The next
came in 1873 an<l 1S74, and by the
year 1S7S it had developed naiional
proportions. It was a Dominion ques-
tion. It became known as the na-
tional policy, and it was in reality
the protest of the people against in-
dustrial absorption into the country
to the south of Hs. And it has neyer
be'-n eflfected.

'•In the years 1S91 and 1911 when

Fou

I lie •iiieslion of eonimerrial abHorp-
lion wiw ruined, the protest wan re-
IH-ated with a<l.ted emphasis. These
I'lolcsts had ..iiderlyintf them the
leuacily of 11,,.^,. northern fH-ople to
be II emselves, and to live their own
I'^cs. (Applause.! They did not
'"tend to xiihmit to pcditical, indus-
trinl or commercial absorption. They
nniy hav^been wronjr, but 1 tiiink
thai It vr4K a 1 veuble trait in any
man to be wroii. under such circuni-
stances. .So that today among the
deadest of dead issni-s there is the
corpse, or the nifthtmrre, or the will-
o'-the-wisp of absorption into the
country to the south of us.

No Sentiment for Independence
"There was another ;'ourse open. It

was the course of in.lependence.
"oiihl they cut loose froi- (Jreat
Mritain and proclaim themselves a re-
{Miblic? We had kiiiuly advLsors « ho
sai.l we were too old to hang onto our
mother '.s apron strings; that we
''I'onld paddle <.ur own canoe and
run our own ship, and so om ; but none
of them were entirely disinterested.
Anyway the advice was not taken,
and I think we may all cndiide that
independence was never much of an
i^sne in this country. And why?
"ell. for two reasons: First, beet .se
"t the wide freedom that was con-
terred upon us by the Mother Coun-
tij Ml the management of our own
atTaiis; and second, the part of pro-
tector that she has always played on
onr behalf. The.se two things, to-
gether with the stronf common .sense
which I think Canada has alwavs pos-
sessed in a large measure, made it im-
possible f> r any propaganda in favor
ot indepen('ncp to be wortli the
name.

"The common st ise of the country
said we are independent now; we are
as free as we nee., be. We have the
substance now. Suppose we cut loose
from the Mother Country and .set up
an independent Canada, would we
have the substance or the shadow?
And the common .sense of Canada
answered that question at the very
moment it was put. It would have
meant no independence for Canada


