
A Short History of Tillsotiburg—Continued

wooded bluff, und overlooking Lake 
Joseph, THIsonburg, Ontario, may be 
seen this Inscription carved on a plain 
marble slab : "George Tillson was born 
in Greenwich, Mass., In 1782, settled at
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Ismg Point Furnace, C. W.. In 1822, 
moved from there to THIsonburg, then 
a dense wilderness, in 1825." This 
simple and unostentatious history Is an 
index of the man, and no words could

more fittingly designate the life-work 
of one who pioneered his own way.

When George Tillson (sprung from 
hardy Pilgrim Father stock and rear­
ed amid those New England hills—the 
nursery of nature's gentlemen) first 
caught sight In 1825 of the lovely val­
ley and slope along which the town 
of THIsonburg Is now scattered, a far 
different picture was presented from 
the present one. though It Is one of 
surpassing beauty. The tree is re­
ligiously preserved under which he 
camped the first night, and is still a 
conspicuous landmark on the Vienna 
road, it being a tall, towering fir. close­
ly allied to the Douglas pine of Brit­
ish Columbia. From his camp-fire un­
der this noble fir, George Tillson could 
see the Big Otter Creek—named from 
Its abundance of specially fine otters— 
like a silver thread In a setting of 
dense evergreens down to the very wa­
ter's edge. With an eye ever looking 
for water-power, and Its possibilities, 
he saw at a glance that this stream of 
clear, cool spring water could be made 
the site of a town, and there and then 
he decided to stay.

Nothing Impresses a stranger visit­
ing THIsonburg more than the part 
water may be made to play even in 
these days of steam and electricity. 
The sense of water-power seems all- 
pervading and no part of the town Is 
far distant from a cool stream of pure 
spring water gushing out of an Iron 
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pipe constantly, with no niggardly tap, 
but pouring out night and day. sum­
mer and winter, from the storage re-
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servo!rs of the big Otter and other re­
sources. At the corner of Oxford and


