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We here Been aeked by the InterwServicee Committee em 
Chemical Warfare whether we adhere to the views expreeeed la 
J.I.C. (44) 278 ( 0), dated 28th June. 1944. Our conclusion then 
was ae follows:.

"We therefore conclude that the chances of the Germans 
initiating gas warfare have decreased, and that, in the only 
circumstances in which we envisage the elicit possibility of 
the Osmans deciding to use gas, they could not expect to 
achieve more than a temporary and tactical advantage from its 
use.”

2. Since then the German Army in the West has suffered an 
overwhelming defeat, and has lost heavily in equipment and 
personnel. Its supply lines are thoroughly disorganised and 
will be increasingly exposed to Aliiéd air attack and sabotage.
It is thus in no condition nor in i position do initiate gas 
warfare effectively and would stand to ioee more than it night 
gain from attempting such tactics.

3. The German Air force is no more capable than on 28th June 
of carrying out gas warfare. On the contrary, as the Allied 
advance progresses, the German Air Force will find it 
increasingly difficult to operate either against the battle 
area or against the United Kingdom.

A. While antl.gae preparations inside Germany have continued,
there is no sign of their being speeded up. Moreover such 
direct evidence as we have recently received ef German intentions 
indicates that Germany has no intention of initiating gas warfare.

5. We therefore conclude that, although Hitler is faced with 
imminent military disaster - the only contingency in which we 
have envisaged him ordering gas warfare - the likelihood of the 
Germane initiating gas warfare has decreased.
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C.G. TICKERS
A.N.NOELS (for Mr. T. Cavendlal

Offices of the War Cabinet, Bentlnok)
" SeWel

24th August, 1944.

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950, 
MG 26 J 4, Volume 408, pages C287138-C287875

PUBLIC ARCHIVES ^ 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA


