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The Realm of Scien<y-

=;
by Mike MacKinnon and Sheen

is The c lash of swords, the Ixwtle 
cry.
The wonder of mythical, 
magical, might.
• he lonely quest, the final stand, 
The forces of evil, the forces of 
right.

Dwell ihere (he things, the 
hof>es, the dreams in 
That dream-spun realm for 
eternity.
That thrill our heart and chill our 
soul;
There lives the world of fantasy.

Fantasy literature has become 
in our modern world, an ac­
cepted and even “trendy” 
medium of literature, j.r.r. 
Tolkien with his inspired epic. 
“The Lord of the Rings" has. 
I>erhaps, more than any other 
l>erson influenced the degree to 
which fantasy literature is 
cepted as a viable and literate 
form of writing.

Fieven years in the making, 
not even the harshest critic can 
deny the pure magnificence of 
the trilogy. This acceptance of 
the literary merit of fantasy, is a 
digression from the manner in 
which fantasy and horror 
literature was viewed twenty 
years ago.

in the 1950 s the small 
magazines such as Weird Tales,
I lorror and others sold well, but 
no one dared to suggest that 
their work was anything but 
pulp. Yet today the imagination 
and thought w'hich went into 
writing fantasy and horror is 
slowly but surely being 
recognized.

No one denies the magnitude 
of horror evoked by the blood 
dipped pen of writers such as 
l-dgar Allan Poe, H.P. Lovecraft 
and Lord Dunsang.

Fantasy, science fiction and 
horror are by now means the 
discovery of the twentieth cen­
tury, but fascination with the 
bizarre, the unknown and the 
fertile fields of man’s mind and 
imagination are apparent 
throughout man’s history.

Mary Shelly’s classic horror 
thriller Frankenstein comes 
readily to mind when consider­
ing horror fiction, while the fan­
tastic ravings of the Arabian 
l aies written so long ago still ap­
ical strongly to modern 
diences. Fantasy reflects the 
dreams and visions, the 
nightmares and hopes of 
countless people, who see in 
fantasy a form of escapism. The 
tediousness of the everyday 
world, its hardships, its horrors 
encourage sensitive minds to 
turn thoughts to other worlds, 
those which were, those which 
might have been.

Men have always had a thirst 
for the miraclous, a desire to find 
what is beyond the next horizon. 
This is what drove me to 
discover the atom, to fly a kite 
and to learn how to fly the skies.

Man has always seen the 
world as full of marvelous 
things, and despite the ra­

tionalism of the I8th century, a 
jieculiar steadfast tielief in them. 
Though few can rejiort fiersonal 
sightings of unicorns, man has 
been quite willing to believe the 
words of the (.reek physic ian 
Ctesias who said he has seen 
one. The Roman historian Pliny 
sf>oke seriously of the dog head­
ed men he had seen in Africa, 
and ('.redans were amazed and 
delighted by the historian l leor- 
ductus tales of the secret temple 
records kept by Fgypting 
hierophants which recorded 
how every five hundred years 
The Golden Phoenix came flying 
out of Arabia to build a nest of 
myrrh on the High Altar of the 
Temple of the Sun and burning 
himself, arises re-whole from the 
ashes.

The Christian church is not ex­
empt from its share of 
marvelous visions. "Lives of the 
Saints" told by church historians 
records many cases of dragon 
slaying among the saints, many 
of whom (notably Saint George) 
seemed to spend their lives slay­
ing dragons in the name of the 
church.

As the centuries crept on, allu­
sions to fantastic literature and 
events did not diminish and tales 
of mythological beasts people 
the pages of many books, 
magazines and articles. Political. 
Sociological and Psychological 
comments were made within 
the leaves of fantastic books. 
Men like Jonathan Smith delved 
into the realm of fantasy with 
Gullivers Travel, yet left a real 
and lasting comment on his 
day’s political life.

The list is endless and today 
more than ever, fantastic worlds, 
momentious events and mind 
boggling happenings are being 
created by the fertile imagina­
tions of the modern day fantasy 
writer. i-

Along with the writers are the 
illustrations, they who were in­
spired by the images and life of 
the literature, interpret the story in 
paintings and drawings. Frank 
Frazetta is one such author who 
illustrated, for instance one prin­
ting of the Conan the Barbarian 
series. Another notable illustra­
tion is the Fxpect No Mercy, 
Nazareth album.

One of the greatest, if the 
greatest, fantasy novel writer is 
J.R.R. Tolkien with his famous 
trilogy "The Lord of the Rings". 
Tolkien also wrote "The Hobbit" 
along with lesser works like 
“The Adventures of Tom Bom- 

badil" and "Farmers Giles of 
Ham". The latest Tolkien book 
released after his death, is the 
"Simarillian". This book is a 
history of Middle Parth before 
and after the rise and fall of Dark 
Lord Morgorth.

The first book in the long series 
of Tolkien’s is "The Hobbit", m 
this book the plot starts which 
later unfolds in "The Lx>rd of the 
Rings. Bilbo Baggins comes in 
contact with the ring while on an 
adventure with his Dwarf
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