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carefully as any 'Gentiles' or 'white people,' and
some are in~ principle opposed to polygamny or at
least would prefer to see it dropped from the tenets
of the Mormon Church. .. . There are cases of
a second woman living in a house beside the legal
wif e, but such a woman, even though treated as a
wife, rarely, if ever, bears a child in Canada."

Other gyentlemien ýwho had made charges-Pres-
byterians, Methodists, and Anglicans-were corres-
ponded with, but, when pinned down, each showed
a discreet, not to say elegant, reticence, on matters
Mormon. They had "little specific information";
they found it "bard to state facts exactly," or
"Mormon tactics are difficult to understand." In
a word, these gentlemen would rather be safe than
-shaîl we say, accurate? To sumn up the whole
matter, not one man made good his insinuations or
charges, se it would seemn that polygamous practice
in Alberta is only so much smug talk, the uneasy
dream of a few would-be Bumbles.

I repeat again, that anyone is at liberty to caîl
upon the police to investigate the case of a man
with plural wives, and until, this is donc we should
keep "tongues off."

There was, however, one point upon which my
correspondents came out fiat-footed. They said the
Government should not allow the Mormons to
preach their "pagan Christianity" in Canada, nor
allow them to leave Canada and preach it in other
lands.

This mnatter of the freedom of opinion, and f ree-
dom of expressing it (so long as such opinion be
not blasphemous or traitorous), is one that goes
very f ar hack and beyond either the Presbyterian or
Mormon tenets, and we are greatly mistaken if, at
this stage of civilization, the authorities at either
Ottawa or Edmonton will undertake to say to the
Mormons, or to any other law-abiding body, "Thou
shait not."

It has been urged that the success of the Mormon
settlement is largely based upon its power to attract
to the community men who are only imperfectly
monogamous. "110w else," asks the critic, "does
this organization hold together? Is there any special
benefit in being a Mormon? How do you account
for their marked prosperity ?"

Even the most dispassionate critic cannot but be
interested ini these questions.
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1 hold no brief for Mormonism and have a pro-
nounced antipathy to the doctrine of polygamy,
which doctrine I believe the Mormons have largely
outgrown, even as the Presbyterians outgrew the
doctrine of infant damnation, but these questions
as to their communal growth seemed to me inevad-
able. It was only when I came close and studied
the conditions at first hand-and with as open a
mind as I could manage-that the reason of their
prosperity became manifest. The secret of their
growth 18 not in the attraction of a mere sensualist
(who would be of little, if any, benefit, to any coin-
munity), but, on the contrary, lies in their system
of self-denial with its rule of tithing, this, and thcir
putting into actual practice the Christian doctrine
of the brotherhood of man-with them, the Mormon
brother, in particular. Once a man joins the con:-.
munity every "saint" lends him a hand whenever
needed.- Yes 1 two hands. No man is allowed to
fail because of illness, lack of work, or any other
mis.fortune. Back of him, there is the clever ex-
perienced management of the eIders to supply the
money which any particular saint may lack, s0 that
the saint gets on in spite of himself. They have a
fraternal system which cuts out the objectionable
features of socialismn, such as the equalizing of pro-
fits, the nationalization of the land, and an equal
minimum wage. In a word, these Mormon folk are
like the Hyperboreans-the people who lived at the
back of the north wind, where everyone is warm.
happy, and comfortable. It is a condition settlers
are not able to duplicate in any other part of Can-
ada, or in any part of the .world, except in Utah,
where the samne fraternal conditions prevail. I
have not any recent statistics by me, but I find in
the year 1878, there was not a saloon, a brewery,
a gambling-house, a brothel, or a beggar, and as a
consequence, not a lawyer, in thirteen of their coun-
ties. That the Alberta Mormons are equally law-
abiding is evidenced by the fact that although they
have been here thirteen years, not one memnber of
their large community has been confined in our
Provincial Penitentiary-a statement that cannot be
made of any other religious body. This being the
case, it is the commonest kind of sense that we pre-
sent to them the tolerant spirit and the kindly,
courteous manner that befits us as Canadian citizens
and gentlefolk.
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And now we corne to the "last word" on Cricket
vs. Basebaîl. It is a mistake, as has been said, to
compare the two games, and say that.cricket is the
hetter game, and therefore Canadians musst play
cricket; or, on the other hand, to say thaàt basebaîl
is the better game, and therefore let Canadians play
basebaîl and do not bother them. Things are only
good, bad or îndifferent as circumstances make them
s0. Cricket will neyer become in Canada a national
game, or even a popular gaule, for the simple reason
that it does not and neyer will appeal to the ideals
and type of mind of the Canadian. This is' not
sayinga, anything ungracious about the Canadian-
far fromn it; but I have neyer seen 'a Canadian really
enjoy a game of cricket and neyer expect to. On
the other hand, basebaîl will neyer "cut any figure"
in England for similar reasons: it offends an Eng-
lishman's sense of the fitness of things and shocks
him. »lIn fine, cricket is a good game, and s0 also
is baseball-which is the better 1 do not know, and
would not say if I did know; but both are eminently
local, and cricket requires an Englishman to play it
properly, just as surely as basebaîl requires an Am-
enican or Canadian.

A Defence of Tennis
I N a recent issue of the CANADIAN CouRieR, says

."A mateur," in a letter to thîs paper, Mr. J. P.
Fitzgerald makes, a defense of professional basebaîl
which may or may nlot appeal to the average citizen.
As a reader of the COURIRa and a supporter of ahl
good, clean, wholesome sport, 1 cannot let some of
Mr. Fitzgerald's statements pass without a protest.

lu defending professional basebaîl Mr. Fitzgerald
makes the statemnent that, "amateurs.are bought and
sold." Such a statement does not strengthen the
defenise of professionalismi nor is it a f air thing to
say about our amateur sports. They may not attain
perfection in every case, but they aim high and take
a mnost vital part in the education of our children.

Again, Mr. Fitzgerald makes the perfectly reason-
able dlaim that dlean, open professionalism is de-
cent, but then asks his readers if as much can be
said for a great part of the species of amateurism
that stalks through the land. H1e goes on to say
that, "You can't find a tennis meet at which stars
are not imported to add interest. Are they real
amateurs ?"

Anyone who knows tennis and tennis players
knows also that no player enters a tournament with
any other reason than an ambition to reach the top,
to improve bis game by meeting strong players, or
simply for his love of the sport. I have attended
many such tournaments and neyer did I hear of
the importation of a star. The open events are for
alI-comners, and a Montreal player may enter an
event of this kind in a Toronto tournament if he
thinks enough of the game to make the trip and pay
ail bis own expenses.

In~ criticizing Mr. Ernest Paterson's views on
basebali, Mr. Fitzgerald comes to the conclusion
that Mr. Pateison can't be very welI acquainted with
basebaîl conditions, and then shows bis own ig-nor-
ance regarding amateur sports by making a state-
ment about tennis so absobztely wide of the mark.

Well,' every man tu his own tastes. Mr. Fitz-
gerald's is professional basebail, and when bis
favourite sport is attacked he will put up a better
defense if lie will stick to basebaîl, which is evidently
his forte.
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