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Unwritten Books and Unexpressed Art
T lER lE w ere txx ( incidents in niv e perie îce

as an editor that have givc t' e uch food1
for specculati on and a niew p"oint of viw
regar hîng art and letters. One illormugi' a

wrî ter carie in to tell îne a goodI stor\,
"Have y ou scen Bobbieî1 attîxý fie iskedl.
"Not since last TncsdIaNv 1 bouiglit a couple of

comiîcs troîn hn.
Seeing- iliat niv visitor xvas griuing jox ous~ly,

thouigl 1 coîîhl iflot imiagine wlhat w avýi ý-unutsîin hini,
I %vent on.,

Htihhl)lie lias been (bing sîîlciffdlx lie is' getting

Robert Service the Once Bank Olerk in bawson, now the
Yuon Point, and the. Jack London of Verse, han

Written Another Bock cf Poems. He in ncw
Hovering on the. Flank of the. Balgarlan

Army.

texture inhe bis drawing and before long he will
be one of our best illustraters. 1 have raised his
scale of prices."

My visitor roared with laughter and then
spluttered:

"Say, have you any idea who Bobbie is ?"
I bail known Bobbie only as a young art student

who hook a portfolio under his arm once a week
and madea round of the art departments trying ho
seli pichures. He differed in no way from a score
of other brigbt young fellows who werc living in
studios and having a hard lime to make cenIs meet.
1 cenfessed that 1 knewv nothing more about lîim.

"Let me tell you whe he is," said n.y visihor."'Last night Bobbie came te, me and askcd me if 1
conîri lend hima fifty dollars. I had thc înoney
but didn't feel much like lending it without bei ng
fairly sure that I would gel it back, so 1 saiti: 'I
can Tcnd il te ycu, Bobbie, but how are yotî gcing
to pay me again. Yen don't selI many pichures and
you don't get very much for the ones yoti (Io selI.'
Then I3obbie opened up. He took a bundIe of let-
ters out of bis pccket to show me wlîo he is and te
prove tlîat 1 woultl be fairly safc in lending hint
flfty dollars. He is the only soit cf -, the multi-
millionaire lumberman, and the prospective heir of
a bachelor uncle wbo is wcrhh about ten millions.
His father did net want him, te studv art and Bobbie
had the spunk le xwant 10 show hirn tbat he could
make bis iîving at ît. He bas been living on what
he coul earn and your new scale of prices lias put
bim on easy strct. What he wanted the extra fifty
for was le celebrate bis victory witb bis fiancee,
wbe is coming to New York to-day.-

Bobbie neyer came back le sel pichures and 1
have flot seen bim since, but 1 bave heard tbat he
is new the managing member of the flrm, wbich
was built up by his father and bis uncle. Every
year bis mother sees to it that bis old friends have
a good Christmas by buying from eacb bis best
picture at a fancy price.

0" N another occasion a young man came te My
ofiewith a couple of poems that he wisbed

to selI. I read tbem, and finding tbemt gocd asked
for his address se that I could send himt a check.
He gave me an address in Chicago and went away
as pleased as any young poet il bas been my pleastire
te meet. When the pems were printed tbcy were
so well received that I wrote and asked him for
more, but got no answer. Seme lime later I wroîe
to him again and offered bim twice the previous rate
if he would send me seme more, but he did flot

By PETER McARTHUR
Abl ioît that tille I sass a paraagraph in a

p:îîîtr wiil told of the w raîh of one of tlic kiîgs
cf the Chtîcago stock x aî is (,ij fiîinîg îliaî lîiis soli,
xxi o biail hîtl tîtîcat al h ltîei beg. xxs a .îîîîbîîî n..

t bu lt :îî îîîi i ir.
'Ie b. ia. ýfOîlît thîiîî mnore impotant ti (Io thiaî

w rîîulic ooks. !' '.îorteil thîe obi portk packer. -' t
lit Wsaîîî. toi have booîîks xvrittcî lt liîîî hure 'ollicolît
ii ut (- uit aii for 'l'iî >1lie nalinet oif tue piiîicrat
-înd tilt lui)t i x ri the saille, iivith ilte excepîtionl tlî;
file i uig ,1 an \rote fr. after lîî. niainle. i have C 11

lifi lt lie wxa.. tIle cirîlîg sonl refoerrt' tu aiîî1
tl ,ît lio i.. mî i e of the lileai haruiî.. îf chîicag,
foi 1 hae îlevsincuîît. conle acrti.. auti g iii til
papt r. or miagazines. iîearîîîg Iiîî sîgliattil e.

11S{incidients. lise coninîceh Ilue thiat î1iltroT arîe 'places xhi. ar ai :iîl literatîîe rc w îlt
I îglhgiîl regariled as tiltv are inî ix lat wv t' re

pi '.'t i l t caIl cîdîtivate ci rcles, MIorco\,cr, tlîts,
ba ý,e gis en niC positivet proof tiîat filtre arecîtn 11i
the w urld, doing the w Norlid's w urk, whs aî re as
conipelen ut fuîiake ninîes ftor tlîeîîiseivt'. in ait or
liraltîl t as ailsix diu..t aeiiievtnitîiîs ut' acit'tbiîi
1 nu longt'r îiîîîîî tht exis~tenice of ''M ilt' iîîgiîîî'i îî
.\liitoîis,*' tlîeîîgiî the caise îvii i hici le 1o ac
far fî'oîir Niltuîîî. ebiss mnageto :et gtl iîir luioki
lîriliic nilîkes fhti r ex istence seeni sîoniewhlat in-
creulibie.

AXs a iuiathcr (if fact, il i., uiîi withiî thie pa.15 fesv
cenuturies that books and the wxriter', of booitks bc-
camîe se, prtenuîîiet iin the w'orild Atgr at rnai
iiîiglît enmîdev a mînstrel ho sing bis aeîîiei'cients
or a hishorian te recordl tbcîî, lut few, like Caesar,
stoopedi ho athorsliip tlienîseives. This feuilal anis-
tocratic contenîpt for lî'arning andl lethers was weil
expressed by Angits Bell-tlie-Cat, xxhem Scott fables
as exclaiming,

"Tbaiiks le Saint Botban, son of mine,
Save Gawain, îîc'er could pen a Eie!

Like the Chicago pork packer, the stern Douglas
tlicugbt there we're mîore important tbings in the
w'erld Ilan reading and wriîng. Tt would really
be îuîleresing if someone wih sufficient bîstorical
knowledge were ho compile a list of the great nmen
"'Kings and Counsellors cf the earlh wbich built
desolate places for tbemselves" who were entirely
tinlettered. 1h weîîld tloubtless be found that many
of the men wbose wcrk bas made tîîem immortal
as rulers antI shatesmien could net possibly have
ivrilten cf tbeir own achievements. They accom-
plislied mighîy works, but the malter cf making
records and writing bocks was left le clerkly
persons wbo werc seldom beld in mucb csteem. Even
ta-dav, whem aiîthorship is an applatuded and petted
profe'ssion, tîiere are înany vigorous men who re-
gard "wriling fellers" as men wbo are tee lazy ho
caru their livings by decent work. Sth11 the pre-
juilice cf tbe great nmass cf the pîeople is in favotîr
cf aulborshilp, and if Horace WValpole wcre alîve
bie ccuîd add maux' distinguisbed naies 10 bis
"Catalogue tif Royal and Noble Atllrs."* Athor-
shiî bas receivcîl the approval of the lîighest sciety
anud îîo ni or w'cnian nced be aslîamed of the
profession.

W ITFI the popularity cf writing wc semn to bave
liist scmnething of the vcîîcration in whicb

books wCru on1ce lit hi Miton ..ail, "\good book
is dhe pi ccioul î le bloîjil of a master spirit emhbalmved
andî tresit îuroi 11p ou put po'.c to a life bex ond life.''

A stiviv o f li tel ature s~hows iis that wllli books
of tlîiis clîaracer are bin Novwritten it taks ani age
tu protie tlie mîuîhî , antd it take', the anîhor a
Il ftiiî 1<> pralîîct tlil boîok. \ow lflays w C (Io1
îlîings.îî'teîs.i.e n whli feels like Nvritiing
\vrifes andI riislîcs îîîî prilît, and i lals thers, like
the por packer, wix i tilev vaitL a bîook wxritten
hir iluene luý \%ric il fui tiîcîîî lu this corinece

S. A. Whîte is the Alîthor of Several Books Dealing with
Modern Out-door Li e in Story Ferra. Ris $tory,

"'The Wildeatters , was First Publishod as a
Serial in The Canadien Corier In 1911.

tion there is a gooul story about Forrest -Crisscy, thc
well known Anierican magazine writer. On one
occasion he wrote a book which was signed by a
Chicago mnillionaire, and wben the publisher sent
the great ni the ctîstomiary haîf dozen copies hie
presenîti a copy to Mr. Crissey, and wrote on the
fly leaf, "With the compliments of the Author."

But thoughi the world is flooded with books-I sce
that thc collection in the British Museum lias now
passeil the four million mark-I arn stili convînced
that many great books are stili îînwritten. The
divine impulse that goes to the writing of a true
book or the painting of a great picture may find
expression in other ways. The man wlbo bas a
message for the world ean express it ini action or
conduct as truly as in even prose or triuimphant
song, and il is ivell for thie worltl that this is so.
We learn more froîîî cxample than we do front
precept, and the men xvho set ns examples of great
or kindly tleeds are as truly adding ho the thouglît
of the werld as those who write books. To em-
phaie this point andI tiien leave the nîatter to the
tlîouigltful reader, 1 sliall qîlete wlîat bas alwavs
seemned te nie one of tbe nîost xvonderful texts in
thec Bible:

"And tiiere are aIse nîany other things which
Jesus did, the w hici, if tlîey should lbe wriÏten every
one, J suppose thai even the worltl itself coulîl not
conhain the bîooks that shntîld be writteri."

Are College Men Well Read?
By DONALD B. SINCLAIR

ACOUPLP of years ag, a prmnent and
acute Canadian journalist was writing an
editorial about the annual production of
books in the Dominion. He was, moved to

a reflection sometîng like this: "Our college
graduales number hundreds every spring. In the
last tîecade, how many B.A.'s in Canada have
written books?" B.A.'s of universities in otber
ceuntries write novels and become fameus littera-
teurs. Mr, James M. Barrie published a novel when
be was still an undergraduate. In Canada, men like
Mr. Stringer and Mr. O'H-iggins have occasionally
left college because tbey wisbed to write, and found
the academic curriculum irksome and confiuing.

But this article bas as its subject the reading of
books, and not tbe writing. The above facîs are

cited only to point out tlîat rcading and writing
books may be cause antI cifect wbere the creation
of literature is concerued. The fuiture literalure of
Canada will be the work of men of sound and xvide
r'eading if it is to be permanent.

'l'lie question arises, if otîr college men are net
doing mucb literary work, are they rcading
seriouisly? Logically, tbe college man shotnld be the
besl read man in the cemmunity. Evcry facility
seems bis to assist bim in tbe acqtîaintance of books.
l'he State pays men for guiding lis falleriug and
hesitating feet in the mysterieus and formidable
ways of bistory, science and pbilosopby. Priceless
voltumes are bis to fendle for tbe asking. The
business of the college man is tbe perusal of books.

What a radically differeut role books mtîst play


