18 CANADIAN COURIER.

The Waste Tin Can O
HE tons of empty tin cans that OSC

are thrown weekly on the large

dumps of dur municipalities are
a source of serious thought on the
part of economists every time a de-
pression comes along, and we are
forced to look on waste as a by-pro-
duct capable of producing wealth, or
at least reducing expenditures. Along
comes the depression in the wake of
the great war, and true to established
reputation, along comes the engineers
who would turn the tin can into gold.
But the recent developments of sci-
ence give the matter a new light, and
gradually the scientific press are tak-
ing the matter up in a much morer
serious manner; in fact, it is seriously
rumoured that one of our leading uni-
versities is going to experiment this
winter, and it is known that the new
project has received attention at the
hands of the chief engineer of one of
Canada’s great power systems.

What, then, is the mystery, and how
can the tin waste produce wealth.
The reclamation of tin and treatment
to melt the solder off have both proven
commercial failures, but the electric
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furnace has proven its ability to trans- Buy an economica_l
form the waste tins into steel. ive
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that if a layer of ordinary lime is
kept in a molten state by the passage
of powerful electric currents that it
will handle the tin can problem in
great shape. When the waste tins are
thrown into the molten mass they im-
mediately melt, and their impurities
are absorbed by the lime. The molten
iron—formerly the tin cans—being
heavier than the lime, sinks to the
bottom of the mass. When sufficient

Canadian workmén employed Think this over.
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iron. Steel worth twelve cents a
pound has been made with great profit
in the experimental furnaces. But
this is not all, for, by a simple treat-

\—JQ u_ ! ment of the line the tin, solder and

other matter may be distilled from its
prison home and sold as by-products.
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