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of mines have been worked to a con-
siderable extent. Placer gold mining in
Siberia il over 200 years old; Peter the
Great established Îhere the two first îron
works; for decades conviots and private
minera worked governiment and priva-te
gold, silver, copper, Lead, zinc, ceai.
graplitie and other mines. Oil is known
to exist in several places; for instance,
on the 'Sakhain Isand, in thie Okhiotsk
regien, and to the north of Kamnchatka.

Siberia is rich in all Icinds of valuable
fur-bearing animais. Polar bear, north-
cmn deer and polar fox are replaced more
to the sou.t by sable, ermine, black and
brown bear, ¶rock-doe moose, red fox,
etc., and tigers. Millions of birds înhabît
and pass across the country twice each
year. Rivera and co'ast waters are enor-
snOUaly mric in snany varieties of fiali; and
the choicest kinds of salmon, hcrrîng,
mackerel, cod, etc. Sca animaIs, such as
wliales, wa}rus and seals, five almoat un-
molested. Crustaceana of many kincis,
oysters, clams, are ¶xardly touched by the
fishermen, and generally speaking, 'the
*hole Siberia does not utilize more than
1 or 2 per cent of ita piscatorial reslourcea.

Siberian Forests.
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and whi'te), fir, larch and spruce from
the immense systemrs of these rivera. Sev-
eral years before the world war British
and Scandinavian steamers were making
attempts to establiali regular connection
with these rivera. Thcy found the float-
ing ice fields of the Arctic to be the great-
est obstacle in fheir achievement. At the
present time a plan hi been worked out
te patrol the ice fiel!s by hydroplane'M.
attached to the liglithouse on the Yaxnal
peninsula, reaching out far inte the Kara
Sea; the liglitixouse',tô report the position
of ice to the steamers. Sucli a lighthouse
is already erected, and is equipped with
-a powerful wireless station.

Woods Eventually Will Fmid Market.

The -appearance of the western Siber-
ian wood on the European market' is
bound to have an effect on American tim-
ber trade. Previeus te the war Ruasian
White and1 Baltic Sea tîuber was domin-
ating the Britishi tîmber trade. ýIt cloea
not make any particular di*ference as te
what kind ef government wîll lie next and
permanexxtly established in Western Sili-
cria. This governiment is býouixd to be
poor and in need-ef money. The easiest
way of obtaining it would be te selI tia
ber, or by granting concessions. British-
crs -are already obtaining timaber co>nces-
sions in the northern part of European
Ruasia. The Obi and Yenesey rivera arc
not far from Britishi centres cf timbering
in the Ruasian north. They are also
nearer to the European consuxmng centers
than the American expert ports, especial-
ly those on the Pacific. Siberia has .aF
ways been noted for its clxeap labor, and
this dcapnesa, combined wihthe low
royalties, ne port ducs or other taxes on
the Ob and Yenesey. and cheap steamer
freiglit on European waters, net only eut-

figures are changeable. A great many
streams are net classified as navigable,
flot because they -arc net such, but be-
cause there ia nobody to navigate them.
The same refera te streams suitable or un-
suitable for rafting. A great number of
thean can easily lie made to raft or float
down timber.

Seventli Longest in World.

The Amur River is formed by the con-
flux of the Shilka and Argun rivers. From
this point down te the Tartar Strait, the
main. srteama is 1532 miles long. Together
with the Argun River, it is the seventh
longest, river in the world. In its sources,
the river lias the character of a swift
moun-tail atream, thougli navigable fer a
f <w hundreci miles. Towarda the Zea-
Amur waterthed it lecomes a quiet broad
river, at places as mucli as five and six
mile. wide, and runa throughi narshy low-
landa at a spced of bout four miles per
-hour, with an averate depth of about ten
feet, and from twe to 4three feet of water
on the numerous shallews. The fail of
the river water'level is a foliowa: At
Polcrovka. it is 1180 feet -above dxc osea
level; at Blagovei§htcxensk, 360 feet, and
at Habarovair, 90 feet, a tetal fail of 1090
feet. The lower Arnur, f rom Habarovak
te îhe mouth of the river, is 588 miles
long. Its wir.kh at places ia 1.5 te 2 miles.
It ferma many lakes and re-ceives water
from others. The curreýa becomes slow-
er; the average depth greater, with only
a few ahallows not les. than 14 te 16 feet
deep, andý for some distance f rom its
mouth the river is deep enough to accom-
modate the biggest ocean going veuacîs.


