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Cor espondence of the said judge in the year 1827. At the terni of the said court held at Ncw Carlisle in
respecting Marcl 1828, 1 likew'ise saw the said judge several times drunk on the bench while the court

N, Th2ompson. was sitting. On a great many occasions 1 renarked that the said judge, vithout being,
drunk, was nevertheless under the influence of spirituois liquors, which made mue very nuch
doubt whethelr lie was capable of' acquiting himself of his judicial duties. i also saw him
sober during the said terni, but very rarely, and frequently shaking froma head to foot, and
almost unable while in that state to sign his naine. At several of the sittings at the said
terni 1 saw the judge have something mn his great coat pocket, very much like a connion
bottle in shape. I did not sec hii drnk durng the said term in March 1828 in the room
at the court-house; but my duty having called nie into the said rooni after the sittings of'
the court, I freqnently remarked a smell of rui wlich prevailed in the said roon, and made
Ie always believe that the saidjudge did, during the said March terni, muake use of intoxi-
cating hquors alnost on the very bench. At the July terni at Carleton, in the year 1828,
I saw the said judge on the bench, while the court was sitting, frequently unler the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquors, without being absolutely drank ; but I still think that he
w as, at certain of tie said sittings, incapable of doing justice fairly to the suitors of the
court. From the said terni at Carleton in the year t828, to the March ternn in the year
1832 inclusively, the conduct of the said judge on the bench, in the said inferior district of
Gaspé, was very ncarly the saine at the several ternis of the said provincial court held during
that time, and that which lie had held at the July terni of the year 1828. I saw him, how-
ever,drunk on Uie bench while the court was sittng during that period, but not often. I at-
tribute the difference in the conduct of the saîd judge at the circuit courts during the said
space of time to his laving been accompanied and watched over by a person whom the most
sacred tics have attached to hiim, and wlho niust have uscd lier ascendancy over hini for his
good, as to my knowledge she lias done: I speak of the lady of the said judge. At the July
terni at Carleton in 1832, the said judge travelling alone that year, was alinost constantly
drunk before, during and after the sittings of the said court, during the whole of the said
tern at Carleton in the year 1832. I except two or three sittings of the said court, during
which the said judge, without being positively drunk, was unfit to attend to his business in
consequence of his imnioderate use of intoxicating liquors. There vere a great niany causes
before the court, and I was myself concerned in many; a portion of these causes could
not be decided in consequence of the judge's drunkenness, to the great detriment of the
parties initercsted. I think that conduct of this kind is calculated to create distrust and
to inspire coutempt for the administration of justice. Froi the year 1832, until I left the
district of Gaspé te coae to Quebec last fall, I had occasion to meet the Honourable John
Gaw'ler Thompson during the holding of the several ternis of the said court in the inferior
district of Gaspé. as well as during the vacations, and without being able to say tlhat
1 often sauw hi iiin a state of drunkenness, although during the said time I saw hina

'everal times drunk on the benich, I can say, that I saw hiai frequently, while the court
was sitting, in a state very closely bordering on drunikeinness. I have likewise seen hin
u ring that time, both in court and at clianbers, under the influence of strong liquors, and

i such a state as to induce me to believe that lie was not in a state to decide on the business
which I lid to bring before hin. This conviction has frequently led ie to put off till another
day business which tic said judge might have conpleted at once if I had thouglt it prudent
to submit il to hii in the state imi which I then found hini. I nean to speak eof business te
be done iii court, as well as that at chanbers during the vacations. I frequently during the
said tine, and at different intervals, saw the said judge in such a state as to be almost unable
to sign his nanie in consequence of his intemperance. I must except the tern at Carleton
in July of the year 18;p, where the conduct of the said judge, during the sittings of' the
court, out of court and at chambers, was distinguislhed by frequent traits of drunkenness,
When i speak of the conmon report, I mean to say that the comnion report has been, since
the spriîng of the year 1827, and is up to the presenrt day, that the said j udge is a drunkard,
Souglt te state thiat I was iot at the terns at Percé and Douglass Town il the year- 1834,
so that the matters te which I have deposed, and which fori part of' my deposition, and
whicb are within ny personal knowledge, are not applicable to the said terns last above-
mentioned: but connmmon report, and the conversations I have had silice with respectable
inhabitants of the said two last-mentioned places, lead me to believe that the conduct of the
.uudge at the Percé and Douiglass Town ternis in the year 1834, was similar to that which
i have amply described above. I can safely state that the intemperance of the said judge
is one of the principal causes why the inhabitants of the said inferior district have ceased to,
have any confidence in the said judge of the said provincial court. The dan gers and incon-
veniences which I have pointed out as arising froin the onduct of the said j u ge are not the
onfly ones to which the inhabitants of the said inferior district are exposed. It is te my
knowledge that the said judge is in the habit of going to the several places in which the
courts of' law are hîeld in the said inferior district, so as alhnost always te arrive there on the
evening before the opening of the court, and to go away again iiiediately after the last
sitting, nuch te the prejudice of the interests of the inhabitants of the several localities in
Vhich the said courts are held, and also to the interest of the inhabitants of the district in

general, as relates to the issuing of writs of suimmions, of writs of saisie before judgment, and
of vrits of execution after judgneînt. These inconveniences are very serious when we con-
sider the duration of the ternis of the said court at the circuits, which is only 10 days, bothi
for suits under 1o l currency and those for a larger sumi, under oo 1. currency. Very con-
siderable delay, and frequently beavy costs, result from this practice. This deplorable state
of things night be remedied if the said judge would go to the several places sone days
before, and net leave until some days after, the terms of the said courts. I shali cite- soie
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