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In Him was life, and the life was the light of wen.
ohn i, 4.

Tvery thinking man desives to know his origin,
and asks, ¢ Whonco came my hfe and tho life of
tho race?” Moses tolla us that ** 1n the begiuning
God oreated tho heaven and the earth aud every
living thing, both hetb and ammal.” John tells
by whomn God made overything that is made. It
was by tho word that was in the bezinniag with
God and was God, By recenving the testimony of
Moses and of John the mind 18 at rest on the origin
of life, but rejecting that testimony tho enquirer
is left in utter darkvess, tossed to and fro on the
contradictory and over-changing theories of men,
for ** the life 1s the Liour of men.” The Bible trace®
all lifo back to Him who wasin the beginning with
God and no farthee, From Him it sprangand with
Him it vests.

When the word was made flesh and dwelt with
men, the candid saw HRis complete control of the
currents of animal and vegetable life. Ho spoke
to the fruitless fig-tree and it immediatoly dried up
from the roots. His vitality accompanied His
command to the man with the withered hand, and
it was ‘“tho light " to all who were in tho syna-
goguo. (Mark iii. 5). When He raised to hfe the
widow's son, and called Lazarus from his grave,
many saw the light, and it still shines to all readors
as His coertain promise that all the believing dead
shall live at the resurrection, and living believers
shali never die. ‘I am the resurrection and tho
life.”

In Christ is spiritual life, and that lifo also is the
light of men. It nghts both Old and New Testa-
ments, The Jews were strictly forbidden to eat
blood for two reasous: lat, The life of the flesh
was in tho blood; 2nd. It isthe blood that maketh
an atonement for your souls, (Levit. xvii, 10, 11,
ete., ote.)

Just bofore Jesus’ death Andrew and Philip told
Him of certain Greeks who asked to sco Him.
Instead of Je~us being offended, as thoy feared, at
the presumptior of these Grecks, He said, * Tho
hour is come that the Son of 3Man should be glor-
fied. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground mrnd die, it
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit.” He rojoiced at the near approach of His
terrible death, for by it He would give spiritual
and eternsl life to countless millions of both Jews
and Gentiles. Ho came to winister and to give
His life a ransom for many. When He signified
the death He sbould die, He said. * And I, if I
be lifted up from tho earth, will draw all men unto
Me.” On the cruss His hife and blood flowed out,
not to be lost, but te be kept unto hfe eternal.
(John xii. 23, 24, 26, 32).

The life in Christ explaios why Abel's sacrifice
was accepted and Cain’s rejeoted. Cain’s had no
blood in 1it, no atonement, and there was no ro-
mission. It telis us why almost all things are by
the law purged with blood, and without shedding
of blood is no romssion. (Heb. 1x, 22). The
sacrifices which od ordaned pointed to the sacri-
fice of His own dear Son. He was ** the Lamb
slain frons the foundation of the world,” so that
His life wns the light of men, The elders who,
through faith, obtaiced a good report, saw through
their yearly and daily gifts and offerings for sins
the one great offering of the Son of God, the
complete sacrifice that would forever sanctify and
purgo from sin overy cno who came to God by

Hir,

How glad Abraham was = on ho saw Jeaus’ day | What thoy had seon of the life in Jesus was a light

afar off and recoived his beloved [saue from tho
dead 1 o figure. How glad the lsraelites wero
when they sprinkled the bloed of the paschal lamb
on thoir duor pusts and wore at onco delivored from
the angol of death and Egyptiun bondage. This
light shines in tho history, type and prophecy of
the Old Testamont, so that whon Christ died for
onr gins it was according to lheo soriptures, and
Ho roso again the third day according to the scrip-
tures. He urged mon to search the scriptures for
the grand reason that thoy testified of Him. How
moaningless would be all tho offorings of the
Patriarchal and Jewish dispensations without
Jesus' light! Iow ompty all tho ceremonies of
theso preparatory institutions! His light was the
glory even of that systom ‘¢ which is done aw.y,”
being eclipsed by the gospel; as tho stars, glorious
at night, lose all their brightness by the rising
glory of the king of day  (IL. Cor, iii.)

Many to-day wonder how a just God did in past
ages pardon sinuners and make them saints when it
was not possible that the blood of bulls and goats
should tako away sivs. (Hob. x. 4). But the life
in Christ explains it all. It sceins as if the intelli-
gon{ universe were called to the cross of Jesus.
*Whom God nart skr FORTH to be a propitiation
through faith in His blood, To vecrare His right-
eousness for THE REMISSION OF SINS TilAT ARE PAST
through the forbearauce of God. To declare, I
say, at this time His righteousness that He might
bo just, and the justifier of him which bolieves in
Jesus. (Rom. iii. 25, 20).

In giving His Son to die on the cross, God not
unly declares His intense hatred of sin and His
ardent Jove for the sinner, but also that the dignity
of the person who died to save othors i such as to
justify Him in pardoning believers who died before
Christ came and also in saving Him who now
believes in Jesus. Oh! the glory that shines from
the cross. No wonder that Moses and Elias talked
of it with Christ ““in the holy mount.” By it
they were forgiven and glorified.

When the life was to be manifeste], John the
Baptist came to prepare the way of the Lord.
John was the last Jewish prophet, and he was the
greatest because he was nearest *¢ the light.” His
preaching and his life were so far superior to all
others that many were ready to regard him the
Christ till John informed them better, He was
not worthy to untie His sloes. Ho was sont to
bear witness of that light, The light seomed to be
tou much for any wman tili previously trained for it.
Jesus chose twelve wmen, and for years prepared
them to receive the light and give it out to others.
His first miracle in Cana manifested forth His
glory, and Ris disciples believed on Him. They
were astonished to behold His power over vegetable
and physical lifo. They saw thoir Mastor raise the
dead even from the grave. They scenied to think
He had puwer to escape from the hands of His
murderers, that He cuuld even come down from
the cruss. But He did neither, and their last hope
was buried with His dead body. They bad not
the remotest thought that He would rise again.
When He furetold them of Ris resurrection their
greatest puzzle was to know what He meant by it.
Their minds were so entirely closed against it that
when the devoted women declared that He was
visen and had acteally talked with them, they
troated their testimony as idle tales; and when
tho «en apostles told Thomas that every one of
them had seen Him alive, he made up his mind
that they were ten false witnesses rather thar
beliove the Lord was risen. Not an apostle ever
believed that Jeaus rose until His eyes had looked
upon hun. Buat they wero new men aftor that
with new hops—a living hope of an incorruptible
inheritavce.  They were nut preachers of good
news which others told them, but what they had
scon and heard thomselves, and knew to be true.

to thom that the vory shadow of death could not
eclipse, and their grand labor and life was to
spread that lignt anaeng men,

Hoar what ono of theso men exclaims late in
life: ¢“ Blessed be the Ged and Father of our Lord
Jesus Ohrist, whioch, according to His abundant
morey, hath begotten us again into a lively hopo by
the resurrection of Jesug Obrist from the dead to
an inheritance incorruptiblo and undefiled and that
fadeth not away, resorved in heaven for you,” ote.
Their first hopo died when Jesus died, but thoy
wete bogotien again of God unto a living hope by
Josus® resurrection — a Lope that unever dies,
(L. Pot. i. 3, 4). Hear what another apostle still
later says: “ That which was from the beyinning,
which we have heard, which wo have seen with
our eyes, which weo have looked upon, and our
hands have handled, of the word of Jife; for the
lifo was manifosted und we have seen it and bear
witness, and show unto you that eternal life which
was with the Father and was manifeated unto us,”
ote., ete. (I Jobni. 1,2, 3)

This light shines in the institutions of the Now
Testament. We meet for worship on the first day
of the weok, because it is the day on which Christ
arose and triumphied over death, DBefore the sun
roso this day to give light and heat and gladness
to the earth, the Sun of Righteousucss arose with
healing in His beaws. Ho met His disciples on
this day and they wore begotten again unto & hope
of eternal life, His life lights this day, and it
ateadily and continuovusly proclaitns to civilized
nations that the living Oneis victorious over death.

It is the light of the Lord’s supper. Just before
He was betrayed Jesus took bread and blessed and
brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, Eat
ye all of it. In like manuner He took the cup, tell-
ing all to drink of it, and always, when they did so,
to remember Him. To remember that His body
was broken and His hlood was shed for the remis-
sion of sins. His life and death make this institu-
tion a blessing from that night until the Lord
comes,

So with Christian baptism. To many it is an
unmeaning ceremony, and they look no farther
than the water into which the believer is buried.
But the life in Jesus is the light of men on baptism.
He died for our sins, was buried, rose again the
third day according to the sciiptures. He was
pleased to appoint an ordinance that symbolized
His death, burial and vesurrection, and to command
that ordinance to be obeyoed by every one that
believed in Him, saying, ** He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved.” (Matt. xvi. 15, 16).
This promise satands sure always and everywhere,
not hecause thero is virtue in water, but becanse
“in Him is life.”

[n this world of darkness anc death the Christian
daily needs a life and a light divine. In himself
he is too wosk without the one, and too blind
without the other But in Christ is all he needs,
and he has the very best encouragement to look to
Jesus. “ For if when we were onemies wo were
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more being reconciled we shall be saved by His
life.” (Rom v 10). Hnw can we sink if fully
committed to Him who ever liveth and by His own
blood has entered in onco into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us? (Heb.
ix 12) How blessed it is to realize that to sinful
desires and ploasures wo are dead and our life is
hid with Christ in God. What a hiding plac?
What sale keeping till Christ, who is our life,
appeara and wo appear with Him in glory? But
that light that hath so long shined in darkuess, and
tho darkness comprehendad it not—that men refuse
because their deeds are ovil is destined to shine
brighter and brighter for overmore. Jesus is
called the Lamb, because of His death for our sins.
When the Holy Spirit occasionally dvew aside the



