
FR001? 0E THE PROPERTIES OP PAR&LLEL LINES. I

Witx these and ail otlier tincient relies, the object of the intelligent
collecter is'not the mocre gratificaLtion of ali aittlesii curiosity, or the
accumulation of rarities of difficiîlt acquisition, but te preservation
of objeets calculated te furnisi valuable scieutific or historical trutits.
As, iîowevor, such romains loge inue*h of their value wlien, the local.
ity and circumstancei§ of their discovery are unknown, it is extremcly
desirable not only to attach to each skull, package of bones, or
accoinpanying relies, the naine and description of the loeality where
they have been found, but also as soon as possible to, mark this neat-
Iy and indelibly upc». the objeet itself. *Wlere more than ono ekul
bas been procured, and any of thein are in a fragTnentary state, it is
scarcely necessary to add that the utinost care should bc takeon to
keep, tie severat portions of each skull distinct frein the others ; as
even. where it inay bc possible afterxvards te separate thein, this must
always be attended with mucli additional labor, and generally ivith
sonie uncertainty. In inost cases the greater number of te teeth,
ifnîot already loose, wili bc apt te falI out se soon as the skull becomnes
drýy; it is therefore extremely desirable, to prevent those belonging te
différent; skulls frein becoming mixed. If this is attended to, there
can be no diflleulty iii correctly replacing then. Wheîxi perfect they
add eensiderably to the value of such reinains, as indications of the
physiognoinical characterlà8tics of the race te which they pertnin, while
their condition supplies evidence of the nature of the food, and
the consequent habits and dcgree of civilization of the race. Finally,
hewever, it may be added that even very imperfeet osseous fragments,
and relies of an apparently trivial chiaracter, are frequently well wor-
thy of preservation; and many valuable and interesting deductions
may ho based, by the intelligent scientifie observer, on what would
appear te ethers insignificant trilles, or even, perhaps, a mec

bandful of rubbish.
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lIn erder te establish the properties of parallel straight lines, Eticlid
assumed it as an Axiern, that leif a straight; ue meet two other
"S, th.iht lines, se as te rnale the interier angles on the same side of
eit less than two right angles, these straight lines, being continua]ly
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