PHONETIC PIONEER
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find them.  Words, in the course of time, |and prior to A. D. 2000, it would be spelled accompt ¢ account
ehange their mcaning as well as their spelling phonctically, laf-- and similar changes would condempn  © condemn
and pronuuciation, and we do not lovk to be made tn other words of rudeorthigraphy solrmpno ‘: soleing
etymoloyry fur theis present meanings.  If I, Wo are continually trimming our orthogra- f?}xc;’cs :' fgpts

chimbe chimo

should call a man a knave and a villain, he

phy of itsredundancies, and this pruning will

would hardly bo satisfied with my telling him continue until the phonctio systen is iinull_y' h ] acod i
that one of the words originally signified on- adopted; then why should wo n~t adopt it's considerable number of words, consiets in

Iy o lad or servant, and the other an under- without delay, and thereby save future gen- /the change of certairt eombinations of vowels
plow.man or the inhabitant of a village. It .cratiuns years of laborious study in endeavor inte othiers, according to uniform laws, as in

13 frow prescat usage only the meaning of
Wwords is to be determined.”

It is possible that if the phonetic system
lind been adopted prior to the discovery of
the art of printing, the origin of many of our
words might have been lost; but it is not
admitted tnat such would be the result of the
adoption of the system at the present day.—
Our language has slready undergone greater
changes in orthography than it would under-
§° by the adoption of the phonetic system.

tis true that it took eenturies to atcom-
plish theso changes, but will this fact justify
us in being as slow as our ancestors were in
improving our langunge?  Yormerly, the
word king was written cyning; the word
brd was wiitten lhouard ; and as late as
1600, thoe word air was written ayre. Tho
examples are sufficient to show that there 1s
fo more difference between the phonctic sys-
tem of spelling and the present modo, tham
there is between the present systenr and the
uncicat mode; but even if there were much
greater difference, what evil would result

‘ings to master our “barbaroas erthography,”

while their time might be much more profit-
ably employed i studying other branches of
cducation.

Tho objection urged by some against thej
adoption-of the phonetio slphabet, on ae.
count of its iuelezant appearance, might bo
urged with cqual propricty against tho use
of zome of the olid lctters, the small Ro-
man ¢, for example, the old appearance of
which is not noticed, sinco it has become
familiar t0 us. In like manner tho uncouth
appearance of the new letters will vanish as
soon as we become familiar with them.—Ex-
tract from a Lecture, by a correspondent
whose name1s forgoticn,

Written and Spoken Language.

{Continued from our last.]
Another roarked tendencey of the language
is to discard superfluous letters (that is letters
representing sounds which do not occur in
the words as pronounced,) whether at the

A third tendency, which may be traced in

the following examples-—

brede now bread:
olere ¢ clear
here ¢ hear
nere ¢ near
degre ¢ degreo
fre “ freo
50 " sC0
chero ¢ cheer
knele kneel
swete ¢ sweet
bost ¢ boast
coste ¢ coast,
doro ¢ door
pore ¢ r
fotg ¢ g::h
loke ¢ look
brannche* branch
ant ¢ grant
awnce ‘¢ dance
flawme flamo
bloud * blood
souldicr « soldier
lif « life
ik # like

from adopting the phonctic system 2 ¥s it |beginning, middle, or end of words.
following are a few cxamples of this tendency .

not ovident to any oue who will give thosub-
ject but a2 moment’s coosideration, that if

bilologists can traco the words of the Eng-

ish languuge, as they aro at present written,
to their criginal clements, or vice versa, they
could do so with equal facility if they should
bereafter be written in accordanco with the
principles of poncties?

To illustrate, I will take the word Zaugh,
or, asit is written phonetically, and as we are
taught to pronounce it, Lif.  Webster thus
gives derivations of the word LAvay, [Sax-
on, Alidan; QGoth, hlakyan; German, Ia-
chen ; D., lachgen ; &e.]  Now, should the
nest edition of Webster's Dictionary be priat-
ed in phoneticy, the derivations of the word
laugh could bo given thus, Lar, [obsoleto
Foglish, lawgh ; Saxon, Alidun ; Goth, hlzA-
yan; Ger. Lichen; D, lachgen, &c.] The
atymolozy of every word in the English lan.
guage could be thas casily preserved; andif
&0, philolozists would have rothing to fear
from the adoption of the phonctic system —
Should we not adopt this system, our ortho-
graphy will continuc to bo subjected to the
samo gradual change that has charasterized
it in the past, so that the eventual adoption
of the phonetic system is only a question of
time. For instance, within a half century
from now, the word iugh would perhaps be
written fzugf, or la.fh; during the next
half’ century 1t would be changed to lauf,

igretinge now greeting have some relation to them, as in the follow-
iscined ¢ signed ing examples :—
ychaungide changed bens pow  henco
ylefte “ left pens “ pencg
ffaith « faith servise servico
frall e fall: faoyon ¢ fashion
gifto “ gift mancion ¢ mansior
hande “ hand sence ¢ sCNse :
ruste “ rust A fourth principle which has had some in-
hemme ¢ hem flucnce on medern English orthography, is o'
denne “ don regard to ctymology. ~ Scholars and grame.
drumme ¢ drume marians have succeeded, in not afew in.
tenno “ ten stances, in bringing the spelling and tho ety-
perill 4 peri} mology into somewhat nearer agreement than
viall o vial they are found in some of our old authors, 2s
finall “ final in tho following exanples . —
royall “ royal angle now  angel
farre “ far antike * antiquo
warro “_  war auter u altar
combatt ¢ combat baptysm ¢ baptism
fitt “ fit blasfemye ¢ blasphemy
frett “ fret Crist “ Christ
citty u city cronkyle ¢ chroniclo
pitty “ pity detto t debt
dische “ dish dout “ doubt
fische o fish fantum ¢ hantom
Ecrische “ perish ~ eyre “ weir
orsse “« horss fangame ¢ language
richesa “ riches lyflctenant « licutcnant
blancket ¢ blanket trone “ throne
drinck ¢ drink vemencie ¢ schemenoy

There may bo observed a corresponding
change of certain cunsonantsinto othors which.




