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du Reoi, and he was utterly at a loss to compre- er
bond the Overwheling suspicions whicb flash- cc
ed POfl hlm. Was Ernest really the gulity man ? BE
In the maidet of bis reverie the gendarme lie lad El
4«sPatcbed upofl the trait of the female in the M~
hii'e Veivet. bnnnet,, suddeniy returnel. eu

14Who la elle, Colin?", asked the Procureur, th
Il haste, as the spy re-enteroj the apartmneft.

'I uid ascertain netbîui, monsieur." se
WO aaked the omtcer, disappolnted. hf

"NO, monsieur. 1 proceeded instantly, agree- wl
*97 te Your ordors, to the streot; but no living e'

vc as in slght, save the niglit-patrol upon bh
'** crners, above and below the bouse. They nc
bugbsenutere fifteen minut.es, and no one had co
Ie%8"&I have uoarchod la atildirections, ln-sa
#*dls IId Outeide, but ne sudh person as you hb
40s5ribe eau be found." a'

" Itl a very singular; yen may retire, Colin," te,
'Bld the Procureur; and ho turned again te the ca
ourtOUS letters lapon hie table, which ho perused
000e Mocre ln deep tbeught. The name affIxed htt e the ftrsL wss Utaof hise wn son. He had aa
b*00 absent trou home ince the reuderlug cf pr

teVfrdict againat Edmuud Dufoute, and noue ge
knVWbero he bad gune. The (ailiers heart sauk au
tblui hmp as ho contempiated the frightfui be

pftli ofh ebu id; but hl-% sense of justice re. n
%illlded hlm that efforte muit be put fortb at at

S bo »ae .innocent.«
ýbtê Osket had ovideuîly been oponed by the th

*,nlad 0iet f l, two days earlier than en
114ýuU ha IendedL But the Procureur had
~ 0~tonf the words ef hie mysterlous visiter ro

Wiaurdhim that a falinre witb hl m vould ed
&*t a appeai to the King. lu Lis couiingency, ga

%h oie f hi, own son would be periied by the til
*ft2snem al t vas, he might save botli Bd- It
8t udn< and Ernest. The ladylr l the bine velvet Ai

bobtWoud et tou n athe merniug. 0c
]Brdireotionlaf Monsieur Fuegare, a watch had te
best Osted at tb. entrancea of his mansion, and gc

fait an heur bfore ton o'clock the docre et the t.
rillence of the Procureur were biocired by the b<

cru f taltbful sptes, who were clarged wlith
iiê IduLY of observiug whence the strange visiter pr

eaM Who had taken se deep au Interest lu the un
rateO f Edmaud Dufonte. The clock struek ton so
4 1tali;no being vas lu igît et the guard; lx
%b*S deer ef the Prccureur's atudy vas seeured to
sa uaid and the neareat gendarme approached
the. latter fer anInstant, te ho certain of the hi
15% When ho mosct unexpeetediy discovered the hl
*90,0g0 tomae standing befere île entrauce.
4larAeOdsaIthe absence ef Mensieur, aud cvi- tu
4044t fearing Lbhe resit, she turued qulckly te vi
*110 guaj'j, exclamlng, siI w<uld see Monsieur

le PruretL.py a
"B]Rter, mada.m," said the soldier, instautly si

O»Wethe l.. <10r gitI hi, prlvate key. "1lMeu- di
*sur yul accu returu.n

And five msiutes aftervards Lhe Procureur ci
nt&"4 hi, appearsuoeoovered wili th lie od(
4d muat retorned Mm 1,- aps'vato interview vith a

lisMajestr tb. King. t
"lIw, monsieur," oxciaimefi the lady, ln an

'IBUleat but trembliug toue, 4àîle heur bas ei
'B1Mved 1 Telimevbhat ,la obe the fate of Bd- tt
lungd Dutoute ? - E

"'No power, madam, short ofthLe King's, eau el
%a"O the m>enudemned te deatl, by th. lawsari

O"ýfor the frightft crime vith vhiob
%iiinn charged."r(

'4 «0 la inumcen, mosieur," repeated Lb. girl, ec

«IO eyoatn possession cf those ltes

h'I ave no LUme, monsIeur, towselaa.o
%% 0 ouranswer o" mcor.Aartf k
% 1Ut me, even nov, vithin a stone's throw et d

>Qqrdoo -,anisbas you bld me hope, within n
% ethourtbecase U hi laid befere tLb.li

14 Fpmb4 monsieur, and quickly 1t" coun. n
ubstager, impetuously. f

YOU viiiat least Intorus me, madam, bey U

-SM~:uaoe 14, Mnaieur Fuegare, that the papersn
OBiluine. I reoeived from Bdmnd laIe tnles

the wLb. ashet éocoetng the originale, as a e
r"'lomutoof bidevotedness te herbeo iovos. e

orb l&rtlng girl vas ..companied by bis moat
UvereqssIand injunctiou that ils con-.r

4Wdntb. expos.d until after bie execu. f
t&4 O-day; and even theu, that ne eyea, savea
b 10 OWhom It vas sddressed, shouid ever know&
* 1iithe box coetalned. Ctlrosity, dspair-t

*4 ;ryos May dem ait,,mosieur-urgedt
%044 one to examine I. I did se; yenknov

tk «QIL *you ane avare, monsieur, 1ev deeply1

4*9 A Snern.d ln tels mater, and I veuldt
v-m hal amn 1 tuhope forTtz ot- oocncerned, madam? I"stammeredt

who signa tee flet letter, le your
<~~0 ieu I cotinued tbe mystorlousi

re le conimunlcaied yulh bis Soverelgu, wlo
3nfidod lu the Procureur most impieitly.
lesides, the almeet unparalleied generosity or
Edmund towards lis fniond calied loudiy upon
fonsieur te aid hlm lu lis present trylug
mergency. But who vas the mysterions girl ln
ýh bine velvot bonnet?
lu île meantimo, Edmunfi bad rosigned hlm-

;elf tehi, fate. Ho knew bis Innocence, tbougb
e vas fonnd undoubtedly guiity by île law,
rhlcb had condemned hlma upon circumatantial
ývidenco; but île voapen vas round lu hie
and île moment tle viotim fell: and ho couifi
eot avoid the final crushlng roanît. But hie
!oscionco vas free (romemipuincilen-bo lad
svedi a foiy-beloved friend fres death, and
e vas contentf. Ho bade adieu te bis relatives
tt lst-he vas left atone yulh a priest, and a
ivw minutes aflervards île final eninsons
Mmo#
The cheek of Edmund Dufonto vas pale, but

la stop vas comparativoiy firm, bis bead erect,
su ho passed along île gioeiuy corridor et bis
ýrison. Ho advauc.id te a court-yard-a fIle et
çendarmes accompauied bis lu aileut mareb,
ufi turning au angle beyond lis priseu.housi,
oi suddenly bebeid the scsfi'ord. For an Instant,
Edmnnd halted-faltored-ter tle terrible sight
timoat overpevered hlm.
"lForward 1Il said the executiener, firmly; and

te prisoner vaiked on vithout fnrther apparent
motion.
Five minutes before tvo e1clock, a carniage

rlied up te île prison deer, from vhiel emerg-
il the tit forru cf a gentleman, vIe inst.autly
aiued admittance te île scene withlu. The son-
unels .prosented armeasule passed tle portai.

t vas Mensieur Fuegare, île Procnreurdu Roi.
A.nd teilowing immediateiy, thero came a
sitecbe, (nom, vhieli there emerged a young
rmale. She preseutod a signet ring te the
nuard, vbe quickly gave vay, as she rushod by
bhem. IL vas île strangen lu Lhe blue veivet
onuet.
Bdmnd Dufeute meunted île scaffold, the

prient prenounced a final prayer, île lookers-en
mnnmured an expression of puty for Lhe baud.
sose youtl vIe vas se scon to suifer for a sup-
oSed crime, and île baud upon tle dial pointefi
c> oeeminute oftwo e eocock.
Thse Procureur du Roi rusled a:eug the avenue;
ie came lu view cf the scafl'old; and le bore lu

lis baud a white parcbseuî.
siQuick 1"I screamed a veice beliud hlma ; and

Luruing, be bebeld the terni of lis midulgît
viaiter, vho burnied dcvi' the path.
ilHold 1Il shonted tle Procureur du Roi, as le

advanced rapidiy te Lthe foot of the plaifors,
and hibeld île beafisman about te execute the
dnty of bis office. The dock strnck tvo.

"iA reprieve 1 A pardon tros tle King 1Il ex.
clalmed tle officeer lu command, selziug île
documsent (rom the baud or the Procureur du
Roi; -ani a viid about et congratulation arome
trom tise sympathising multitude.

The arme cf île priscuer were qulckly robeas-
id-bis pardon vas prenouuced-the crewd roui
tho air vith timenthusiastla lrnabs--and
Edmund Dufente aprang fnoma the scaffold te
imbracoeet oo tbis deliverer-tbe mysto.
tious visiter cf Monsieur Fuegare.
The Procureur du Roi istoed that the gene-

roue, innocent Dufonto sheutd Instantly enter bis
îarrlage, aud prooed yul hlm, te bis ovn dvoli-
ng, la company vits ber vho lad ,fihted bis
esape (for purposes of mutusi expianatien) ; a»d
n a 1ev minutes the nov happy lovera vers
sesled betere Monsieur, lu bis private studio.

osThe dttails ofthis unfertanat. affair are
knova, I believe," said te Procureur du Roi,
'ibut te ourselves. My sounbam dlsappeared-
none knovs vbltber. This scrtg, hitore I
left vite your pardon, Monsieur Dutoute, I
received a missive (rom, hlm, vîtbeut, date, con-
"eaaug bis crime, andi prayiug for my Interven-
tion Le cave yen. That la acomplished; and I
oengratulate you upon your escape. And nov,
madam, aiiov me te kuev te vhcm vo are ait
s0 decply lndebted fer tLIs vell-timed delivery ?"
centiued l addresslug the female strauger,
earnoatly.

Wiîb a i.rombling baud did bis gorille visiter
remove Lhe thicis veI vhiol sladeved lier fain
featurea trom viov, sud resîleas, indeofi, vas île
suxious gaze of the Procureur du Roi, as le nov
souglL tle beantifultface vhiols lad itiierto
been eutirely excluded (rom bis gaze beneatl
the bine velvet bonnet. Bu -the biood ru8hed
tros bis beart; le caL tran flxed lu lis clair;
h. could net trust bis sensE a as ho list.ened te
lbe nov sitered toues cf ils ivelce, hutherte se
successtully digulsed. A.steut dei, be gazed upon
the fair face, and beard tht wards, s"Fatber,
forgive me 1'Il
. iJosephine 1 My claugb ter 1Il said île astonial-

ed Procureur du Roi.
saMonsieur, yeun pardon nov 1Il contuued

Jfidsund Dufonto; and the tvo loyers kueli ai

hine vI had l acei(vrd l nncn

man, andi ho lived te see bis Josephine bappy
ln a union vitI lis vhose lite sbe bad no
cuionsiy saved. lu ber Interviev yul ber
(aLler, she lad se disguised ber veice and per-
sou that ne suspicions vere excited; sud on ber
maidulgît vieit, Josephlue roturned (rom ber
father's studio te ber cvi' damIer, near by,
thus elndlug pursuit au ilat occasion. The
circumsances cf Lhe reprieve vere nover
publiciy aliuded te fin île fasily. Edmuud
made a falilful sud affectionate buebad-tbe
ftîer (engave île lover sud tle loved; but ho
nover (ergot île appearauce and île ruse of tle
mystonieus atrauger, or île atery cf Josephii'e's
Love.

AGNES LANE.

Agnes Lane vas an orphau, dépendent ou the
cbanlty et a nlcb unuce. Poor, sud vitlivery
~plain un tace, see as negloctefi by île gay (mal-
lonablea vIe frequeuted behon ucle's bouse sud
pald obsequiens attention te ber fair cousin Ger.
trude.

But Agues lad s bean- a vans, tmue,
vomauly bean it vas; but al l is ouLfusling
s*ctien, vas tîrovu bacis upon l"ei Thon.
vas vîllin lion a vild yearnug te ho lovai,
cberlsîed sud appreciatefi. Hovever, as iL vas
sbe lad but. bule chance oethilng ineatod wyul
even common pellteneaa vben bon beantifu
cousin vas near.

Gertrude Arden vuas hiiful, and te de ber
justice see as naiunaliy good-hesrted, but fiat.
tory sud fashlen lad couspined te mako ber vain
aud tnîvolcua. Accusîomed alvays te ocfirai
lu ail circles vIens thé strongor sex psy
bomege te the veaker, asethought uot cf
yldIng to ber humble cousin those littie ai.
tentions vîlel mais, a vemau'a lite au earthly
paradIse. Gertrude nover vas unilnd, but
thougîtieas efien.

Among tbe visitons te Mn. Ardeu'e splendid
mansion noue yee n bler, bandsomen on
ventiler than Buatace Clinten, île enly cblld
of a deoaaed miliionaire. Bvery eus prophes-
led LIat many mocus vould net vax sud vans
ene Buistace sud Get trude veuld cali oacI other
by a enderer nase iban tlaI cf frieud, sud lu-
deei cincussauces aeemed te Juslify tle as.
sertiol, for Olunten sud Miss Arden vere cou.
stautly togeliser, ai Lb. social party, tle preme-
nade and tle opera.

Agnes aaw muuelof Olinten, necessariiy, sud
aIe thoughi bis tle nobleat of al hen cousin's
admirera. Hon entînsiasteseul sav lu bis
eue vises tle esrtlly ladl loti unonutasiuated
-- oee eariy aillai ote .heavenly. She toit
happy la bIsi présence ; she vas glad vlen he
came; ah. stgh.d vb.u le vent away.

Gradually la ber loue Young liearl tIens lad
iorown a pard lfor nstmae flhtnandi Shat

151

Agnes, se yen neefi nett lusbabout14Il'ansd she
tlrev tiseletter contemptuensly tevards ber.

Agues picked ut np, snd lastenod te, ber
chamber. It vas a dellcately enamelled ouve.
lope, bore île posi-maris of Bai'igbboring tevu
and directed te ",Miss Agnes Lane,"l lu a (air
baud.

Agues broke the pretty pluni seal. There
vas a tiny shoot cf delicate cream-coiered lace-
paper, witl the simple vends, 61I love tbee,'
lu gilu lettoe on a pale satin seroil. TIat vas
al. Agnes tunned it round sud round, lu searcb
for some letteo o ved vhlcI mîgî reveal te
ber is oengin, but ail vas pure sud stainleas.

She sat devu and theught. 'Who could bave
sent t te ber?1 Who remembered ber?7 Was
it mrue that some eue loved ber?1 Did Valon.
Linos alvaya speais Lnly?1 And poor little Agues
vas as happy as any titled countoas of Lb. im-
perili egime.

Laugb, if ye yull, rosy.cbeeked, brlghi.eyed
maidens 1 vbo annually receive busheis cf St.
Vaientiue's mysi toisons, but vlen ye lave
been lise A.guea, aloue lu île wvend, beleved,
caressefi, aud smiied ou by nobody, ye viii ne.
jeice even lu îhe Imagination ibat eue cares
for yen.

Agues's sleep thl nigbi vas sveet andd(nl et
pleasani dreas. 0f coutse vo vouid net pro-
tond te say fer certain., but vo presumo that
BusLace Olinten figurefi qulte conspiceusly lu
the rosy dreaus pieLures.

Gertrude laughed at Agnes'a Valentine, dle-
ciantng, viLh a pltying toms et ber pretty heafi,
LIai acmebody did lute impose ou pon Aguesa
creduluty, sud ottih île remembrance et Lb.
Valentine veut cnt of every bean but eue.

Mn. Clinten came, as usual, quito often,
takiug Gertrude eut for rides sud te concerts.

The next veek after the memerable four.
teenl 0f Februany île publi ee revu ownInto
a state et esger exitomeni by the anueunce-
mnut ibat tle worldrenovued nighiugale, the
tain Jeuny, vas comîug te visit and siug te
LIes.

The admission fées vers enermeus, sud only
île "dupper tendem"Ilcould afferd te gratify
their seuse ef beanlng by llgltoning go penop-

ibly their mouey receptacles.
Tvo days betere île ulght fixed ou fer the

concert Mn. Olinten caibed te soltcit Lise pleasure
of Gertrude's company ou île occasion of île
concert. Gertrude gladly consented and eout
a lois ef triumph ai poor Aguos, vhe vas sev-
Iug aL a vindov.

Olinten looised thai vay aIse.
"tHave yen a ta-Le for musie, Miss Lane?"

sald l, indly passlug te ber aide as le speise,
She raiefi ber dans, melancbely eyes te bis

fuansd saisi, hlitsadly.
"dOh, yes, I love music very sncb."
A pleased expression pasaed over Clinton'.

fine face, as le .aWd*

regard lsd deepenod into an earneat,, self-menu. siWIll yen net favcr us vith e .er selty te.
ilclug love. [i was a strong love, peut up close sorrov evenlng ? IL vütInihcrease my couse-
vithinbIon ubas; h tîrovo upen tbe ne. queuco," lhe added, laughiugly, fite have tvo
sembrauceoef s toue, a boois, as ssii. But ldie unden my cane, sud Misa Arden wili un-
Agnes vouid net lave confessai asnmcl todoubtodly euJoy Lb. musie better If ber cousin
benoîtf; aite guardod veli ber beant, sud put a lIstons aise."1
seal upen ber lip>e. Agnes Lied te ansver ugalveli', but Mr. Clin-

ton oerruied ber etjeetlons, s6 no It wvasra.
o o orauged that Agnes vas te go ilslMr. OllutenTb. aI-.memorablo day sacrai tO Sai Val. sud ber cousin.

entins va st ailnd. Mn. Olinten cSlied the euulg .vouing for the
Gertrude vas veudenlng vIat veuld b. de. cousina, sud they al vent togeiher la the car-

creed te ber os LIatIimportauL day, sud ta ber ntage of the Cltuton's.
Jeyoua anticpation aelluainte oAgues th&t h Aguos vas euraptured vigh Lb. singlng, aud
might, be Lise btrthl ring from Bustace Cliu. lten vas veny happy luneangthie happineas
ton. le ladl vrought,

Agnon foit a sharp pais> at Iberhansas Ien The noxî mornlug atterihe Sertilir..Clin-
cousin Ss.Id tbabt bers vas a face LIait tld ne ton called a& Mr. Arden%. Gertrude vas ont-on s
tales. shopping expodîtien, but it Vas jusL as veli, fbr

PalnftUly ttst ught dld Lb. pour erplan feel Mn. Ointen asisedfo r Miss' Liane, $Otil. servant
ber <>11> leneos, vison îhe gay, gllded mise- shoved hlm iL lise Parler vbere -Agnon vas
aivea, fillil wyul earnost protestations ton ber seated.
tain cousin, voe brougît In. 0f course, Ibere Agnon Infermed lim of Nias Gertruile'. ah-
vasn00e0fAr Agnon. Wlho venid notice a poon sence, addlug tisai she regffl#*e'ti muaI, but
dependent liSe h.u? LbaL ber cousin vouiti rdtdM 'mm n.-

Teana came Up lu 4gnes's eyes. Net LIat as eMn. Clinten arose and teck the vacant seat b)y
lsd expeeied ssi remaoubran1 ze, net that tIe Agues on Lhe sofa,
lad caegdI br Ilsese simple littie tnifles calaedIlI de nel regret ber absence," b. sald, nar-
Valentines ; but If tIere lad been but eue for uest.ly. 44lL'a ouly yen I casne te see-e0nlYyoyn,
ber I& vouid have showu LIai some oeeilutîe Agues," sund ho smlled upon ber fros isdoris,
vide vr4m d10ho lof ber sud vistiidtemais. thenghifut eyve& IdAgues," ho sald, agalu,
ber iappon1ka t festai. day. tailg ber bande lu bis, léI1bave loevouaen

GertruetÏ oed tle shluiug toisons ie a long tise- the Valentino teld younos, dhdn't
beap, deoiarlug potutantly test it vas tee bad hl Agnen, I bave been geiting deeper and
fer Otutea todtaappolat lben se, vbeusbe lad deeper lu love yul yYour qluiet geodUes every
oxpoetedsi>zU4Ulng exqulaute (rom bism. day of my life. Te me yen are ailtLaa; te beau-

Agise i*gis aftlY-'Iýwa& a habit @he, lad titul sud levable lu voman. 'Yen fMIl&svoidi.un
vbeu .84e did ilel oboose te roply te a romanS. my heant vhlcl bas been a void alue Lb. daye

Pr.sently LIe door.boîl rang. Gertrude spraug of my canloat boybood."
tonvard. Thon le vound bis arme arouud ber sud

"iIL la Olilue' Valentine for se, I1isnov,"1 drew Ien very geutly te bis bosos, sud Agues,
she aslf, rurnplantiy. Il1 theught i very' veany, leuely lltle Agnea, toit a great b.ad of
strninge lIat he should have tongttou se," sud sorrov ralsed tros ber seUl.
s met eLti servant, vîo lad nopied te Lhe Very eudenly lie kissed Ion, sud smeothed
smsonSi la LIe lnlddleofethîe ball. d"Lettons lacis ber daris bain eareslngly, snd Agnes
fer me, John.?1 sud &hslebld eut ber baud. cloed ber eyos lu deep thankfuluess.

I# isas Agnon Lane," raId Jolhn, neading And se It came eut tisai Enstace Chanton sent
frot the onvoepe. thîe uupreteuding litîle Valeninoe,sud Agnon
0 "For Aguee?" jaculated Gertrude, lu sur- Lau. reJoeed lu tle tmue, earnes t love et eue

oprise. idLot me lave It-qulcis, qulcis, Johu i noble sud good.
Who could bave been sending a valoutîno te our Gertrude isnev il sal, after svhIle, sud abe
Agnes?" l pouted sud vept aften île sauner of a spoliai
e Agnon lad nosn ai LIe souad ot ber nase, beauty. But tIe arrivai of a lever ln' il. (orsu
snd atofi, crmsen vith emnotion, Just wttbiu of s nIch gentleman, dîi sncb tevards aoothlug
île parier doen.. ber ve, sud aIe oven cougratuliqted ber cousin.

"IGive L te me, GentruLde," mIe said, eagenly, ou ber brilliant prspecta.
spproacbing ber cousin, Idgive h te s e, If it la Wbeu île autuinu vinfi bogan tevhill e
for me." sere leaves reientiesiy ou Ils vingsEnIsce

"'Nay, my flatterai littie cousin," said île tee Agues te bis splendId home-bis vife.
gay beanty, isughlngly; Ilvait until I lave lu. And sIe ives, lovlng sud beboeof, tle idoi
s pected it, vilu yen ? Ahl1 I LIlene lover'& ef ber Iuebaud's heart, sud île dlonlsbed one

i vhtin-41t la s iady's clirograply, evideutly, c f hle bousehed-gcod sud inné, If net beaul.
r some et your delihtfiu rusiic acqusintauces, fui.

THE FAVORITE.


