
HARI) SAYINGS 0F CHRIST.

'.
Tiiorefore speak 1 to ttei ini parables ; because sCiug the% suîot and licariîîg they-3

hecar îiot, neither- di) tlîev uderstind. MATr'. X111. 13.

IFallilost al, l one of uis were iisked
to t'ive off liaîtd tuep re-asoît why

.Jcsu- uised parables iii Ilis teacliiCg
lie %voilld be likely to reply tllmt it
,%a,- for the ptirîlose of îuaking blis
iilCaîiîîg- plain to aI peuple d nil of
uîiderstzding ihi spiritual thiiîgs.

.1tL is apt to be a Sulrprise to, us tu
liave our attention called, to the faet
iat -%vlie .Jestis inîself was asked

thle saie qulestion lie gave the very
reverse as lus reCason. lie uised para-
bics iii order that thley mlighit Ilot
mnderstand. T1'at thiis was flie
Illcaîngo of bis aliswer is evident
eveii fromî the staitenuen>jtin .'ifatthew's
g<)pel as giveii above Nvlueui we read
the coixtext ini xhiehi it stands. It
is stili mure -apparent froin the pmar-
aillel passagles i ii 'Mark and ljuke.
"Unto yoli is giveux the înystery ofi

the Kinigdom of Grod, but unto tin
that are %vithuut -ail thiugs are done
ini parables ; that; seeing they nmay
sec and not perceive and learing
they nhay hear and not; miderst-and.1
(Mark- iv. 1], 12.)

Nor does this st-and alune as tic
solitary instance of sncb a procedure
in the Bible. -The vcry lamiuage ini
which it is staited hierù is but a free
<1uohti.on lfromî the comiissi.,,ioni
giveli iii Lsaîali. wilitu tilt Nvas called

to be a prombet alni1 bîddeli to six-aki
so -as to ', ilakie the Iluart of, 1-Iii-
p)eople fat, Lo iuake their ears lîeavy
anid shutt their eyes: lest thiey slioîîIî1
sec -%vitlî their eyes. aid. hiear w"itli
thieir cars aiil iiiiirstaîiff witlî tlir
hieart; anid tirn agaiui aud l)e Iie;tledl.*

O1i muore thiaif 01e occasion too t1w
Ap)ost.lc Patl qotes thie saie pas-

sag11e as supplllyîîîg. the kuey tu tlie
ianuer of God's dealing witlî tlt-~

Je-ws iii his owin expcrieijce. Evi-
deîîtlv it is the St;Lteilieilt of a41 law
wvhih, luis a Soillewhat; xvide applu-
tioli.

it is ixot, lîowevcr, HI;at our fir>i.
alld illost juatuiral . tliinlit as Io
reasoîx for the emploviii; of pîara-
bics is altogrethier Nvroiig. Sufar -.1
Ilis OWli iiiuiiidiate discipleCs Werv-
coIicernic(lis desire wvas thaït tliQv
Shold luinderstaiîd bis iiei ing.aîî
iderstatid it ail Mlie more u1learly

becaiise of these parables. Nut.
wîtliuut zSIlces. l'or thuîich tiler

at first felt soiiewliat puzi.ed tu
catch bis idea, lie willinigly gave
thelli the kev to the aîuprehleiîsiox(if
hi$ thmougli t., aud thieirsusc et

d1elig'lut Ili this ixude. of .t ii
forth is sbloNwm hby the long list. &J
luis paraibles whichlicyîe reuiueimvr
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