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JOHN O’GROAT’S HOUSE.

John O’Groat’s house, & memorable
place in tho parish of Cannisbay, in this
county, perhups owes its fame lessto the
.circumstance of its local situation at the
northern extromity of tho island, than to
an evont which inculcates a useful lesson
of morality. In the reign of James 1V,
«of Scotland, throe brothers, Malcolm,
Gavin, and John O'Groat (supposed to
have been originally from Holland,) ar-
wived in Caithness with a letter from that
Prince, recommending them to the coun-
tenance and protection of his loving sub-
jectsin Caithness, These brothers bought
same land near Duncanshy Head, and in
2 short time, by the increase of their fa-
milies, eight ditferent proprietors of the
name of Groat possessed these lands in

ual divisions. These eight families
lived peaceably for a number of years,
and established an annual meetipg to
«celebrate the anniversary of tho asrival

~ - sl thelr anrestors on the coast, © Jif the

«course of their festivity, on one of thése
cccasions, a question aroso respecting
tho right of taking the door, the head ol
tha table, and such pointsof precedency,
esch contending for the semicrity and
«chieftainship, which increased to stch a
dogree as would probally have proved
fatal in its consequences, had not John
0'Gront, who appears to have acquired
great knowledge of mankind, interfered.

o expatiated on the comfort they had
hitherto enjoyed, owing to the harmony
which existed among them ; he assured
them thut as soon as they appeared to
quarrel amongst themselves, their neigh-
bours, who had till then treated them
with respect, would fall upon them and
-expel them from the country ; he, there-
fore, conjured them by the ties of blood
and mutual safety to return quietly to
their several homes, and pledged himself
that he would satisfy themn on all points
of precedency, and prevent the possibi-
lity of such disputes in future at their
anniversary meotings. They all ac-
quicsced, and departed in peace.  Indue
time, John O'Groat, to {ulfil his engage-
mant, built & room distinet from all other
houses, in an octagonal figure, with eight
doors, and placed a table of onk of the
samo shape in the middlo. The next
meeoting took place ; he desired each of
them to enter by his own door, and to
slt at tho head of tho table, he himself

occupying the last. By this ingenious
cantrivance the harmony and good hu-
mour ol the company was restored. The
building was then named John O’Groat’s
House, and, though nothing remains but
the foundution of the building, the place
still retains the name, and deservesto be
romembered for the good intention and
sound judgment which gave it origin.—
Caithness Chronicle.

BRUCE AND THE SPIDER.

The following legend will bear to be
frequently reprinted :—

«QOne morning, during Bruce’s so-
journ in the Castlo of Raghery, he was
lving in bed, musing on his bad fortunes
und frequent dofeats, when his attention
was arrested by a spider endeavouring to
fasten his web to a particular point.
The insoct made three attempts in vain
yet nothing daunted, he made a fourth,
in doing which he seemed nearly to have
exhausted his strength, dut ke was suc-
cessful.  This littlo incident struck the
Bruce very forcibly; for he, too, had
made ZArce atterpts to gain the Scottish
throne, and was beaten in three battles.
The spider’s persevering example and
conscquent success cncouraged him to
muster his scattered forces and make one
trial more. He did so, and gained the
battle of Bannockburn. In grateful
commemoration of this event, it is said
that no one of the nome of Bruce will
¢ver kill a spider.”
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CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CHRIST.

When the Saviour had grown up to
manhoed, he began to do a great deal of
good in the world. He healed the sick,
the lame, and the blind, and raised the
dead to life. e also told the Jews of
all their wickedness ; and for this rea-
?*on they hated him and resolved to kill
1m.

Christ had twelve diciples, and one of
them, named J.das, was hired by the
Jews to betrny him. When Jesus sat
down to eat the Feast of the Pussover
with his diciples, he told them that one of
their number would betray him. This,
said he, is the last supper that we shall
eat togethor. He then went ot to the
Mount of Olives to pray. While he
was there, some armed men came totake
him. Then Judas went up and Lissed
him. This was the sign by which he
was to let them know which was Jesus.

The soldiers then seized Jesus and toolt
him before Pontius Pilato, then governor

of Juden. Dut Pilate could find no
wrong in him. Howover, the Jews in-
sisted that he should ' o put 10 death ; and
they mocked and sceifed him and spit
upon him, .

Finally, Pilate yielded to their wishes
and the Saviour was led out to be cru-
cificd. When nailed upon the cross, he
proyed for all his cnemics, and then
died. . Two thieves wero alse crucified
with him ; one on his right hand, the
other on his left,

Thus died our divine Saviour. He
died to save us from punishment for our
sins, and to secure our eternal happiness.
‘Thanks be to thee, gracious Redeemer,
forever and ever !

AN INDIAN’S THEOLOGY.

A white man and an Indian were both
brought under conviction for sin about
the same time. The ludian, whose con-
viction was pungent, soon found joy and
peace in believing, while the white man
continued in darkness and distress for a
long time. Seeing the Indian one day,
who enjoyed the sweet consolations of
religion, * Why,"” says the white man,
# should there bo such a difference 3=-
Why has God forgiven yours sins while
1 go mourning ? I have done all that I
can do, but find no comfort.” ¢ Sup-
pose,” says the Indian, ¢there come
along a great prince. He holds out to
you a suit of clothes, and says, <Here,
take these, and welcome!” You look
around, feel ashamed, and say, ¢ No, my
clothes protty good yet; they do little
longer, thank you, sir.” Thenthe prince,
rather angry, suy, * Here, Sam, take the
guit’ 1 look; my old blanket all rags,
¢old, and dirty ; ¢thank you, thunk you,
kind sir! Poor Indian now be warm
and happy.’ ¥— Wes. Beth. Mag.
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TIME LOST.

One of the sands in the hour-glass of
time is, beyond comparison, more preci-
ous than gold. In nothing is waste mere
ruinous, or mare sure to bring unavailing
regrets. Better to throw away money
than moments ; for time is much more
than money. .As we lose our days, we
incur an increasing risk of losing our
souls. ¢ The life-blood of the soul runs
out in wasted time.”? ‘The years which
have winged their flight have gone to be
recording angels ; and what is the “re-
port they have borne to heaven ¥ Will
the retord testify for us or against us,
when the throne of the Son of Manshali

be set, and THE BOOKS SHALL BE OPENED §



