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“feet, -

I. . (
hon\of thé:State: of: Texas in. the autumn ot__.

1889 and stopped one-night at a little village

ca.lled Youngsport; havmg probably seventy
+five inhabitants.:
. was entertarned
dence ; :
About mrdmght I

1y “dressing, I found- that one end of ‘a -new
church Dbuilding was ‘on fire. -

‘ of the. village. :

the :next. day-in‘ the" burldmg, and-.the im-

" pression:seemed. to be’ that some enemy had,g o

-get fire to:the church.

1. +Up to..this time.the- ﬁre was conﬂned to-, L
‘the:outside .of the.walil at the:back -of the .

building, and-the flames were making slow
_-headway: - Water, .even: for drinking pur-
. pOses, was very scarce ‘that-fall.- None, -
“fact, could be obtained to extmguish the
ﬂames. : The excited people were running im-
potently ‘about, thinking it was useless to
attempt to stay the fire, . :

~At- this .juncture a man- appeaied in the
wcrowd.” He "was~ about -forty-five years -of
. age, black-bearded, with a homely, earnest
face. "For a2 moment-he steod staring at the

‘fire. - Then, flinging his.arms above his head .

and gazing into the-sky, in.a strong, earnest :
His words ard

»voice he began to pray.
tones. ‘were .the embodlment of- entreaty

2% Father/ he cried, ¢ pardon.us, pardon: s
~Thou :of whom' we ‘have been told-that'no ..

. upon - a ‘wounded sentinel,. still hoidmg his " ) i
: LI HUNG CHANG ON MISSION WORK

‘sparrow-fallsto- the- ground: but: its loss- is

felt:-by " Thee, Thou ‘hast known our efforts,.

* our-self-denials for Thy sake: How we ‘have,

~There.was:;\no:ipn, and"1-,
” “hi A

‘The house had just been- erected at'a eost_‘-

 Of perhaps-five ‘hundred. dollars’ by:the people
They. were ‘all poor,-and- ltST
'loss would prove.a sad blow to them. " I
Tthink I° "never-saw. such SIgnS of. distress- as
~ were- ‘exhibited’:by* many: of’ the” spectators o
From their excited remarks-1 learned-that a "

‘Tévival ''‘meeting was;announced-to be’hela’ - Youth's COmp_

b sleep by, :loud>'voices: and- the - hulrymg -‘of
I-arose, and- ]ookmg out, saw.a: br:ght:
light about-two hundred yards-away. -Hasti-

-~ -Youngsport.:

"_Hum who .rules’ alike- the.’ hurricane, . and
~holids~gentle’ companronship thh soulmthat
sedic 2

m
i true Christian is a soldrer on guard

does not ‘know the moment an enemy may )
~.very signs of danger.

"sentlnel must never forget this.

e excited voices of the people
the

the darkness to éac

chance to-do: some good: thlng
never have’ agam :
‘Youth™always. comes .ten tlmes in . every:

: '»-bodys life—yes,. ten- times—all but nine

'ch"_red ‘thé fiaie had et burped through
'I., was’in- thecity of “Waco, ,yTexas, in-th

he” homely, earnest. preache1 -of:

the “"religious. awakening . ‘which- ‘began .’ the
day. following ‘that ‘night ‘of fire and’ rain.. i

He Held " ‘the people  spellbound ‘while -he.
‘pictured’ the ‘might and maJesty and glory of

His . selvrce and.f

[For the 'Northern Messenger o
CWATCH: - f

(By Rev Jamés Cooke Seymour)
- Watch! as. a “soldier on guard Every

‘appear.’ ‘He must keep a sharp eye on the
'innocent—lookmg - forms.
Bunyan g

‘Parley, the Porter : made the mlstake of

listenmg to the $mooth tongue ot the enemy, "
and so ‘Soul Castle’ was captured and de- '

stroyed.: We must not make this mxstake 4
_ An_Emperor of Germany . was once :pass-
lng in disguise through his army. “He came

-post: - ‘My: friend,’- he sard ‘why don’t ¥ou

" g0 and get your wound dressed .

- buiilded this’ lowly: temple to Thee with much» n

hardshlp "How "-we - are - without means to .

< ’build ‘another.: How we - meant,
:W’lsdom another:day:-dawned upon us, that

-~ Thy dear-word- should be preached here. ‘We -
Our very prayers .may be
selﬁsh and unworthy. ~But, O Thou Searcher .

_are ‘unworthy. -

‘of hearts, Thou knowest 1t was " for Thy

glory.,

¢ Many hungry souls wxll ‘come Wlth to-

if i :Thy - -

_us. inside,

'morrow’s dawn to be refreshed at Thy altar, :

and we, stricken with loss, how can we sat-
isfy them? Thy cause will be homeless

here. Thy people will return ‘with empty -

hearts—some, perhaps, to ways of sin. Con-
sider, we beseech Thee, our cry. Remémber

sir,’: he: replied. .

place b .

“We. must never desert our sentmel-post
until .Christ Himself relieves us: . . -

‘Watch ! We need to look closely withm-
as well as without. - All the perils are not
outside. ""We carry quite a few along. with
. We «need to keep a steady :eye
on that. great internal kingdom which in-
cludes our thoughts and feelings, our mo-

tives _and prfncxples, our affections; preju- .

dices and passions, our judgment and be-.
liefs. You cdn run from an enémy. some-

"'times, but you cannot run away from . your-

‘in help and sympathy our loss, This home

_is our all. It has been‘our’ delight in antici-
patron to think that in it Thy name could be
-upheld, and immortal sopls brought to Thee.
0 Lord, our God, stay these flames. ,Come
‘Thou to our rescue. Only, if our wish lacks

‘submission- to Thy will, and is unworthy in’

- Thy “sight, forgive. _ But if :worthy, grant to

Thy -servants a giacxous answer, that this,

threatened calamity- mdy be ‘stayed. We

. plead forgivenesy for those ‘who have trans- .
- gressed against’ us, and unto Thee, O Thou_
be homor ‘and:- glory and
- praase and power forever and ever. Amen

Divine. Helper,

"The prayer wis hardly more than -two

minutes in' length, during which the fixéd
,attention .of the crowd: of people. had been
held, and their hearts.fouched by, the preach-
I‘ew had noticed. the black wall of. ¢cloud

er.
tha.t .wasg' sweeping. with almost hur ricane

fury ‘down, from the north-west. . The last

" words of the prayer had barely been spolen,

when there fell slight .drops of rain. Silence

followed. There was not a sound of, leaf or

.wind . to ‘break the ‘stillness. Then,. in an

- instant, flashed forth .a blinding flood ‘of ‘or lielp. .

»

light almost above us, and a burst of thunder -

{hat made the very. earth rock bcneath our
taet. o

A wrld cry burst from the people a cry
hait ‘of fear, half of falth and thanksgzving
Shrieking in its mlght a hurricane hurtled

past us, tearing the flame from the burning_
“wall, and heaving tpon- i’ a’ drench of rain

“that fiooded' thie crowd of’ trembhng people
~and’ the ‘endangered burlding

- In ‘the fright and ‘copfitsion, amjd the roar
and turmoil-of the tempest, it seemed hardly
_more than an mstant from the moment. the
- first * drops - of rain " fell unti’ the “fire ;was
“guenched, and I found myself - stumbling -

half-drowned to my feet:from the ‘ground,

- gimall,

“the ear,

self. . BEspecially must we.watch closely at
those. royal gates- of the soul-—the eye and
"‘Keep thy heart with all dili-.
gence, for out of.it are the issues of life.
We must ‘keep the door of our lips.’
what goes. in as well as what goes out. . If
people let in ‘plenty of whiskey they will he
apt to let out plenty of cursing and’ bitter-
ness.  If the tobacco quid is let in a good.
deal of what the old prophet called ‘shame-
ful spewing’ will be let out, sometlmes even
on the church ficor or occasxonally on the
ladlos’ drésses ! .
-Watch the small begmmngs of sin! A

. great ﬁre .does not usually burst out: in a

moment. "’ It begins with'a“spark. "It was
the old ladys lantern upset, they say, that
ended in the great Chicago fire a few years
ago. : Watch. the sparks. of sm and’ put them
out as quickly as you can; "A’"good dedl of
‘Holland, as you know; iS below ‘the sea level.

They bulld great - dykes to ‘keep out the’ sea

They watch. these dykes day. and night. -~ A
little boy one day saw some drops, of water
trickling. through -one - spot. He put his
hand on.it in'a: ‘moment -and: ‘called loudly -
-By-and-by a: ‘crowd ‘¢ame, ‘and it
was all they could- do to stop the gap, - If
-they had not. stopped it a good Jpart of Hol-

land ‘would soon have been overfiowed with -

the sea. Do nct let sin make a brea.ch in
the’ ra.mparts of your- Christlan life -ever: so.
Watch ‘and stop it before it is Well
begun;- . - .

‘Watch your opportumtles They .come
‘but.oncs, many of ‘them, and never return,
‘David saw’ a fine opportumty to ‘do- a good
" thing for. his ‘ cdountry in slaying Goliath. .

~It turned out a good. thmg for hrmselr too,

where the wind and the water had hurled

-as all noble acts do.™

~Samuel’s opportunity was on that night
~God called him. “He watched to_some pur-
‘pose when he answered, ‘Speak, Lord, for
thy servant heareth.’ That ‘wasg ‘the’ mak-'
mg of’ him for llfe. ‘Every day brings &

W

P

o) the church ‘building was. only,"
it.”.serving. God in early life=-all:but niu

+is-like: a-great river,
= You: cannot turn back its..flood.

was in’ sessron I sawW upon the plat—f;’

‘He was’ descnbmg, jn. glowing"
.words, ‘to-an intensely: interested audience ™

- the d 5 t .
e magnitu e ‘and fdr reaching ‘character. ot. unto" all,

- you, not _before,
:strong. e
‘Watch“the unfolding of :God’s:16ve-to, you. o
-+ He s/ drawing dt;out.in" greater:length” and
 richer . heauty,and: sweeter: tenderness and: .
u_grander bréadth and  mightiér: power: every.
“Watch with' joy ‘that- glorious. devels, .

,‘opment :
ing hand, His. ommpotent protection, His -« '

_He~

Evil puts on many
' The . Christian -

‘I ‘will. dic rather: than desert my post K

‘Go said - the’ kmg,_ and I Wln take your :

- visit ‘to. thrs country a few da.ys ago. .

Watch

You - will : ‘have ten:. opportunitles’t

g flow is: onward~-
“Now -

. your 'time::~-Get ‘into- the ‘clirrent- that witl-* ..~
“~bear:you- safely‘and surely-to .the blisstut - -
ocean’ ‘of eternal -joy.

A’ holy life -is the
only strearn that flows that ‘way. ;
“Watch:!
always: at: it, "Whatﬂ Isay untoone.
watch:t’

‘gay.

your ‘last ‘breath. You will get- 'done-with: "
those darts' when heaven’s door shut§ after
' Watch ‘that, your -faith is
ough :to quenchithem. . alls

-"Watch ‘His’ guiding eye, His lead="

unfailing ﬁdelrty Keep watchmg until ‘the

" pearly gates come ‘in - sight; ‘and: the'—son‘*s

of the blessed fall’ on your ear and the" vrsron E
of: glory is lost in eternal 1eahzation “
- You have a: post a watch to keep——
- - Betray. it not—he dares not sleep

-Who trims. the lonely lighthouse lamp,
I Or guards the fortress or the camp;. @
e From footsteps of the foe o

Live for the present work to- day 3
" Its duties cannot’ broolc delay; -
.To-morrow will not do ;-thé chime
Rings out the .knell of passxng txme
“We reap but as we sow o
Palsley, Ont. I S £
oo L - : . i

-,The most remarkable trlbute (,hristia.nv
missmns have ~ever re elved from *a-non-.
Christlan source, .was that: paid them- by the
cheroy of Chma Li Hung Cha.ng, on his
~dn
his. address in' New York belore the’ repre-, -
sentatives of the different missionary; socie-,
ties'at work in China, he said :— °

. ‘In the name of my august Master the Km-
‘peror-of China, I beg to tender.-you his best
thanks for 'your approval and appreciation
of the- protection afforded to the American
missionaries in'China. What we have done .
—and how_little we have done on our part—
is.but the duty of our government ; while
the: mxssionanes as-you have so well ex- ..
pressed, have not sought for pecumary gains’
at the hands of our people They haye not
been secret emissaries of dxplomatlc schemes.
Their labors have no political significance,
and the last, not the least, if I might be per-
mitted to add théy have not interfered with
or usurped the rxghts of .the ‘territorial au-
thorities. . ~As‘a man is composed
of soul, intellect and body, I highly appreci-
ate that your eminent Boards, in your ardu-
ous and much-esteemed work in the field of .
China, have neglected none of the three.”” L -
need’ not say much about the first, being an
unknowable mystery of which even our great
Confucius had no knowledge As for intel-
lect, you ‘have started numerous educational -
establishments which ‘have served as ‘the:
best means to enable our countrymen to ac-
quire ‘a. fair knowledge’ of the ‘modern” arts
and sciences of the west. As for the ma-

- terial.part of our constitution, your societies

have -started hospitals-and’ drspensarres to
save not only the ‘soul but also the body ot
our countrymen. I have also'to add that
in the time of famine in-somie -of the pro-
vinces you have done your hést for the great- .
est number of sufferers-to keep their bodies -
and 'souls together. - BN L
‘Before I bring. my reply to a conclus‘on
1 have. only :two. things .to . mention.
ﬂrst ‘the opium-smoking, being:a’ great curse
to the Chinese population;- your societies have

~tried their best, not only by a.nti-opium §0-

cieties but to afford the best means to. stop

. the eraving for ‘the’ opium, and also.you . re-
ceive none as your converts who are opium- .

smolkers. [ ”
“I -have to- tender in my own name my‘

‘best thanks for your most effective. prayers

to* God to spare my life when it was. im- °
periled by the assassin’s bullet, and. for ‘the
most kind wishes which you have just now

‘so ably expressed in the interests of my*_bov.

erelgn, my country and my people.'

Keep ‘at it, and all .at it s.nd' o

~You will “be’ within
- range of- the devri's ‘fiery- darts clear up to .

'1'he o



