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Fredericton, ~ April~ 3—(Special)—In the
house' today Mr. Hazen asked about repairs
on the Gfichrist bridge; Mr. Carvall about
the payment of $66 to Mr. M. L. Gallagher;
Mr. Melanson about payments to John
Hodge. = !

Hon: Mr. White introduced a bill to protect
sheriffs and jallers.

Mr. Osman’s resolution authorizing high-
way commissioners to ‘expend road money
on any part of his division he may see fit
was lost. -

. The amended Newcastle bill was agreed

0.
‘The Campbeliton bill as amended passed.
The town council now has  power
to expel its mayor or any member by a
two thirds vote. - :

Fredericton, April 4.—In the house to-
day Hon. Mr.. T'weedie introduced a bill
to amend 54 Vic. chapter 11, entitled an
act in aid of the construction of ruilways,
and 32 Vie chapter 28, being an act in
amendment. thereof. . .
He explained that the bill was intended
to revive the subsidy for -the Stanley
Railway and also to alter the regulations
with respect to the Restigouche and West-
ern Railway Company, making the sub-
sidy appiy to the whole of that road.

Mr. Burchill committed a bill amend-
ing chapter 94 acts 1897, relating to the
North West ‘Boom -Company, Mr. Purdy
chairman.

Dr. Pugsley said that the rivers of the
province were nature’s great highways,
dnd the tolls charged by boom eomnbanies
should not be any greater than was ab-
solutely  necessary. He would like to

inquire why this company was asking 1o

increase its tolls from 45 eents ner thou-
sand to 60 cents, and he would also be
pleased to hear from the honorable gentle-
man what the profits of the company had
been. t /

Mr. Burchill said it was only proposed
to increase the rate on small logs, which
cost more to raft and boom than did latge
logs. He could not say whut the profits
of the company had been. .

Hon;, Mr. Tweedie said 1t was strange,
that his eolleagne did not know what the
profits of the North- West Boom Com-
pany had been, The company was com-
posed of Mr. George Burehill, the father
of the honorable member, Mr. Allan Rit-
chie and ‘Mr. Ernest Hutchison and the

. honorable member was a meber ot the

firm of George Burchill & Sons. ‘Lhe rill
was opposed largely by’ the Maritime Sul-
phite Fibre Company of which he desired
to say frankly he (Tweedie) was solicitor.
But he spoke in opposition to this bill as
a representative of the county of Novth-
umberland. The company got a renewal
of their charter in 187 for 20 years. What
new conditions had arisen since then that
they should ask to imcrease their. tolis
from 45 cents per thousand to 60
cents upon logs largely used in the manu-
facture. of pulp. 'Their original proposi-
tion under the present bill was to make
the increase to 75 cents per thousand. ‘Lhe
corporations committee of which the hon-
orable member (Burchill) was chairman,
fiad decided that the -company should
produce their books to show: what profits
they had been making and in order that
it might be seen if the increase in - the
tolls was necessary. - That decision ¢of the
committee had for some reason heen 1e-
scinded. There was no evidence that this
incr:ase in the tolls was necessary, and be
did not think it was necessary. ‘The total
stock of the company was $3,000 and thus
pay a yearly dividend of 124 per cent. be-
sides providing a rest of five cents per
thousand, which rest was intended to pro-
vide for the Tepair- of “booms.: die wad-
mitted ‘that ‘it was more difficult to raft
small logs than large ones, but the com:

pany was making a good profit all round:

and should be prepared to take the bitter
with the sweet and not ask to increase
the tolls. If the Maritime Sulphite and
Y¥ibre Company have to pay an inereased
rate for-rafting and booming their pulp
Jumber the increased tolls will come out
of the small operators who supply that
eompany. The Maritime Sulphite and
Fibre Company had done much to ad-
vance the welfare of Northnmberland -and
legislation opposed by them should not
pass unless it was shown that such legis-
lation was necessary. The boom company
had not shown that it was necessary m)d
had refused to produce their books in
order that the committee might see if the
increase was necessary. :

Dr. Pugsley said the company having
received exclusive privileges should not
.charge larger tolls than would give them
a fair return on their investment. He was
surprised that the company should have
refused to produce their books. :

Answermmg Mr. Carvell, Mr. Burchill
said the bill as amepded provided that €0
cents per thousand should be charged for
the booming and rafting of logs which do
not average 40 feet per piece; and 45 cents
per thousand on logs over 40 feet.:

Mr. Carvell: said he had 'been struck
with Hon. Mr. Tweedie’s statement ihat
under the bill battens and other small Jum-
ber would have to pay extra tolls, but
Mr. Burchill’s statement was at variance
with that view.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said the boom mas-
ter could raft the logs in such a way as to
make the great bulk of all the logs in the
boom pay 60 cents per thousand.

Mr. Carvell said there was consid.rable
talk about the interests of the joor man
in connection with the cons.deration qf
this bill. If the chicf opposition to this
bill was because of the fear that the in-
terests of the poor man would suffer why

had the representative of the wealthy pulp
_ mill made three different visits to Iied-

ericton 'in opposition to the proposed
legislation?  The principal objection to
the bill was that the company had not
produced their books before the corpora-
tion committee to show what their profits
had been. Witnesses were not examined
under oath before the standing commit-
tees of tlie Louse and why should 'the

* rules of court be applied to the members

of this company? . Mr. Hutchison, a mem-
ber of the company, hid told the com-
mittee that the capital stock of the com-
pany was $4,000, but that they had sperit
in addition upon the property some $13,-
000 or $14,000.. B : v :
Hon, Mr. Tweedje—Where did they get
that money? That was part of their pro-
fits. 0 ; :
Mr. Carvell. said «f the company used
their profits in improving their proper'y
that was just the same as if they had
gpent $13,000 or $14,000 and an income of
$400 per year was only about three per
cent. on the investment and no one could
say that that was ah unreasonable profit.
There was very little pulp wood going
through the booms in 1897 when the com-
pany got a renewal of their charter. No
one denied that it cost more to raft and
boom the small logs than large ones, and
the price of 60 cents per thousand for
logs under 40 feet was not an excessive
one. A
Mr. Hazen said this bill had been ad-
vertised .in the usual way. Messrs. Hut-
chison and. Ritchie were heard before the
corporation committee in its faver and
ther gentleman representing the palp mill
and his - counsel, Mr. Barry, had” been
heard against it, I the

terested in this legilln,tig likely to be
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man was in- |
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affected by it some one would have been
sheard in his behalf. There had been ‘an
enormous increase in the pulp industry
on the Miramichi and as a censequence
there had béen great increasés in the num-
ber of smaller logs coming to the booms.
Tn consequence of the changed conditions
snee 1897 it was not unreasonable that
the company shounld ask authority to in-
crease the tolls on small logs, the rafting
and booming of which no one deemed
was more difficult than the larger logs,
Mesgrs. Ritchie and Hutchison had shown
that for many years the company had
drawn no profits and that the property
had cost them up_wards of $12,000. That
being so, the income was not an excessive
one, and the propa:al to increase the tolls
on small logs was not unreasonable. 5

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said if this company |

was empowered to increase its tolls there
was no reason why the South West Baom

Company (which is making 40 per cent. on.

jits investmept). shonld not ask similar
authority to increase its rates. 'There was
no evidence to show that th2 present

Jegislation was required :in order to give

the company: a fair profit. The company
had refused to produce. their books and
“the position of the corporations commit-
tee in reseinding their resclution that the
hooks must Le produced was not a digni-
fied one. If the pulp mill company was
asking that the boom company’s tolls
should be reduced from the prices fixed
by the legislature in 1897 the onus would
be on the former company to show why
the rates should be reduced; but the onus
was on the boom company, as they were
acking for this legislation, to show why
there should be a departure from the tolls
agreed upon three years ago. In refusing
to produce their books the boom company
deprived the house of information it
should have and in this bill were taking
the Maritime Sulphite Fibre Company by
the throat.

Mr. Todd said that it was he who had
moved for a reconsideration of the vote
at the meeting of the corporations com-
mittee that the boom company be requir-
ed to ‘furnish their books. He ‘had done
s0 because the premier told him it wasg
not a usual thing for the standing com-
mittees to call for companies books. It
was too bad, however, that the books had
not been furnished for we would have had
informatjon which is very necessary for
the proper consideration of the matter.
At present no one seemed to know wheth-
er the $12,000 or $13,000 expended by the
company had come out of their profits or
from the five cents per thousand intended:
as a rest for the repair of booms. Five
cents per thousand on. twelve or fifteen
millions every year for 20 or 25 years
would amount to between,$18,000 and $25,-
090 and that no doubt weuld provide the
$12,000 or $13,000 bésides cover.ng the cost
of repairs. There seemed to be no. ques-
tion that the company was making a profit
of 10 per. cent. yearly. In the fixing
of the tolls to he charged.by boom .com-
panies the government should :see to it
that the rate was not 80 excessive as to
interfere with the crown lands of the prov-
ince. If unreasonable tolls are charged the

lumber industry .will' feel-.the tax, and:

the result will - be - that the
lumbermen of the province will be seek-
ing a neduction in the stumpage rates.
The lientenant governor in council should
oxercise.control over the tolls charged by
the bgom companies ,and he thought
should be obliged to do so in:the public
.

‘Mr. Osman #aid that considering the
amount of money invested by the boém
company and their responsibility the pro-
posed legislation should pass.

Mr. O’Brien (Northumberland) said he
was neither a member of the North West
Boom Company nor a solicitor of - the
Pulp Mill Company, but simply a repre-
sentative of the county of Northumber-
land. He had favored an'increase to 50
cants on small logs; and in-view of that
position he would not now support the
proposition to make the tolls sixty cents
on small lumber, although: he was willing
to admit that the latter rate was not ex-
cers-ve. 2

Mr. Burchill reviewed the arguments
against the bill and asked that the op-
ponents of the measure name a single
river upon which the tolls were lower than
upon the Northwest Miramichi. They
could not do so, for the very good reason
that in nearly every case the rates are
higher than upon the North West.

Messrs Porter and White 'thought the
books of the company should have been
produced and in"their dbsence there was
not sufficient information.

Mr. Lawson said it was not .contended

-| that 45 cents was too high a rate for

large logs. All admitted that it cost
more to boom and raft small logs, and
that being so the proposed rate was not
unreasonable.” On Ttne St. John river &0

cents was charged for spruce and $120 for’

cedar loas. : ;

Mr. Shaw said he understood the mem-
ber for Charlotte (Todd) to say that the
premier had stated that it was not usual
for companies to be required to produce
their books before the standing commit-
tees. That being so and the resolution. of
the committee being rescinded because of
the premier’s view, why should the com-
pany be blamed for not having produced
their books?

Progress was reported with leave to sit
again, the understanding being that the
bill would be recommitted at the even-
ing session. " 5

Dr. Pugsley committed a bill relating to.

the assessment of rates and taxes, Mr.
Melanson chairman. Dr. Pugsley explain-
ed that this bill was intended to affect
only the ety of Fredericton and would
place real e:tate, persopal property and
income on an equal, footing. .

The bill was under consideration at 6
o'clock when recess was taken till- 730.

After recess the  Fredericton bill. was
farther considered. The bill was opposed
in a lengthy speech by Mr. Thompson,

who said that the legislation was pro- |

moted largely by the officials in the em-
ploy of the provincial government.

. Hon..Mr.McKeown followed in a lengthy
speech, and moved the following resolu-
tion: “Resolved, that the bill do not now
pass, but that in the opinion of this house
the principle of assessing incomes at a
higher  rate than is tmposed upon real
and personal property is one that it is
not desirable to retain or continue in any
acts of this province relating to munici-
pal or civic taxation and that the chair-
man leave the chair and report the resolu-
tion.”

“Mr. Whitehead said he would be willing
-to accept’ this resolution if it were amend-
el to read -as follows: “Resolved, that
this bill do not now pass, but thatin the
opinion of this committee the principle
of assessing incomes at a rate five times
higher than that which is imposed upon
real and personai property is Qng.‘th'ab
it is not desirable to retain or continue in

any aets of this province relating to.

municipal ‘or eivic taxation; and that the
“chairman do leave the chair and’ report
the resolution.™ - ' v ’

White, Tweedie, Hazen and Porter, and

-The bill was further discusscd by Mesars. -
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progress was. repefted with' leave ‘to sit
again.

Mr. Mott, from the law committee, sub-
mitted a report.

Answering’ Mr. Melanson’s inquiry as
to the amounts paid to John Hodge on
account of government buildings for the
years 1898 and 1899, Ilon. Mr. White said
-he presumed the honorable gentleman’s
inquiry referred to the amount which Mr.
Hodge received for his personal ser-
vices. 1In 1898 that gentleman had receiv-
ed $183.34 and in 1899, 234.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie introduced a bill in
aid of the construction of cold storage
warehouses; also a bill in-aid of the con-
struction and equipment of -a graving dock
at the port of St. Johm. .. e
. .1he North West Boom Company bill was
recommitted, and agreed to with amend-
ments. : Y7

The following amendment proposed' 'ty
Hon, Mr. Tweedie was lost: | ' i

.“Strike out all after the word “that”
and insert in lieu thereof the following:
“This eommittee is of the ‘opimion that
' wherever a company incorporated by  the
legislature and having granted ‘to' it a
franchise -authorizing it to ‘impoke tolls
upon an important industry, such as' the
qumber industry and thereby place a bur-
den of taxation upon the labor of the
country, asks for an increase of such tax-
ation, it should give to the legislature the
Lest possible information as to the earn-
ngs derived from its franchise under exist-
ing conditions so as to convince the house
of the reasonable necessity of “such: in-
crease, and 'that as the ccmpany has not
given such information the comuittee does
not deem ‘it desirable to pass the bill
in its present form, but is of the opinion
that its further comsideration should hLe
postponed until the next session of the
legislature, and therefore resolved, that
the chairman do now leave the chair and
report the’ resolution.’ ”

The names being called for on the above
were taken down as follows:

. ¥eas—Messrs. White, Dunn, Labillois,
Mott, Porter, Pugsley, -Russell, Johnson,
Gasnon—9. ~ ' ¢ -

Nays—Messrs. Farris, McKeown, White-
head, Osman, Burchill, Shaw, O’Brien
(Northumberland), Fish, Barnes, Mcleod,
Gibson, Campbell, Carpenter, Hazen,Law-
son, Carvell, Todd, Laforest, Fleming,
Burns, Leger—21. ¢

Hon. Mr. Tweedie announced that be-
ing solicitor ‘for the Martime Sulphite
Fibre Company, he would of course not
vote on the matter. 5 .

Mr. Tawson ‘committed a bill amending
the towns’ incorporation act, 1896; Mr.
Barnes chairman. Agreed to with amend-
ments. b : :

Hon. Mr. Tweedie committed. a bill
amending 54th Vie., chaprer 11, Entitied
“an act in aid of the construction of mil—
ways,” and 62nd Vie., chapter 28, being
an act in amendment thereof; Mr. 'Todd
chairman. Agreed to.

The house then adjourned.

The Bridge Investigation.

Fredericton, April 3.—When_ the com-
mittee appointed to investigate the bridge

‘Pugsley stated as far as he was at pres-
ent aware ‘hc would only put four wit-
nesses on the stand. They would be Hon.
Mr. Emmerson, Mr. W. H. Arnold, who
inspected the Woodstock bridge, Mr. Rud:

was not now ready to mention.
that as’ Mr. Arnold was now in New
York and could not:reach here eatlier
than Thursday, his idea was to take up

should arrive on Thursday. Mr. Emmer-
son had been called home and would also
be absent until Thursday. 1le thought
Mr. Emmerson’s and Mr. Arnold’s evi-
dence could be taken in ome day.

The  first witness called for the de-
fence was Joseph M. Ruddock, of Chat-
ham. He was examined by Dr. Pugsley
and swore he had carried on.a foundry
business at Chatham for about 18 years.
He manufactured boilers and such’ like
and was also a bridge builder. He had
built under contract the Mill Cove bridge
for the provincigl government. After put-
ting in his tender he had a conversation
with Chief Commissioner Premier 1m-
merson. The commissioner had thought
Mr. Ruddock’s tender too high and looking
over it afterwards he had found an error.
The witness said he was shown an esti-
mate by the chief commissionér which had
been drawn up by the chief engineer who
thought the bridge could be built for less
than estimated. Mr. Ruddock said
Premier Emmerson had told him t.he
bridge should be built for $3,873, which
was the estimate of Engineer Wetmore,
and Mr. Ruddock to get the work had
taken the contract at that amount.

Continuing his evidence Mr. Ruddock
said that after he had been working on
the bridge about a month the chief en-
gineer had wired him to stop all work
except on the centre truss spans. He
(witness) then came to Fredericton zu;d
made arrangements for the chief commis-
sioner to take some of the materidl off
his hands at cost. A portion of this ma-
terial was afte"rwax;ds used at the Trueman
Pond bridge. Mr. Ruddock had built
the centre span of this bridge and hand-
ed it over to the government. Thé bridge
was erected under the supervision of Mr.
Haines and inspected by him. Mr. Rud-
dock had spent ten days at the site while
the bridge was being erected and thought
"his time worth $5 or $6 per day. He also
had six men engaged for eight or nine
days at wages averaging $1.50 per day and
the freight on the span amounted to $50.
\When the bridge was completed Mr. Rud-
dock rendered his bill for a sixty foot
gpan at $20 per foot. The bill was paid
py the department.

The Mill Cove bridge was 19 feet from
centre to centre. The witness claimed
‘that as the Hampton bridge was only 15
feet wide and had cost at about the same
rate that his charge for Mill. Cove bridge
was more reasonable than that "wade on
Hampton bridge by the company which
had built it and thought the price he got
for the.work on Mill Cove bridge was a
far one.

Coming to' the Trueman Pond bridg(_%,
Mr. Ruddock said that in construciing. it
he had used u:large portion of the ma-
terial left over :from Mill Cove: bridge.
JFle had received 64 cents per pound at
the works for the Trueman Pond bridge,
apd in making up the. account he. had
credited the government with the material
left over from the Mill Cove bridge at the
same price which he had been allowed
for it. The profit he derived from the
Trueman Pond bridge was from $300 to
$100, which he thought was not exces-
give. 'T'he witness did not erect the True-
man Pond bridge. He constructed the two
end spans of the Blackville bridge at (1)
cents at the works. He said he had a
dispute with Premier Emmerson regarding
the bridge. Hon. Mr. Emmerson claim-
&d the 6} cents was to inciude the erec-
k tion and he (Ruddock) claimed it did.not.
The dispute was not yet settled. Mr.
Ruddock had made a° profit of $250 on
each span of the Blackville bridge. This

charges reassembled * this morning, Dr. |

dock and another witness whose name he’
He said

Mr. Ruddock’s examination first and when'
that was finished adjourn until Mr. Arnold:

was a fair profit and not larger than he’

had made in other branches, of this busi-
ness. .

The witness said “since starting the
bridge work he had added more plant.
He claimed that if properly done, hand
riveting  was as good as. machine
riveting. Any bridge work he had under-
taken had been according to plans and
specifications which he had to carry out
in minute detail. He had mnohinetty for
boring pin holes. IKorged eye bars, such
as used in this province, cost 4 to 5 cents
per pound, while loop eye bars uded on‘a
cheaper class of bridges, cost about two
cents per pound. He thought a pin bridge
would cost from half a cent to a cent a
pound more than a riveted bruigs, apd
highway bridges cost double as much per
pound as railway bridges. The smaller

‘bridge, the more it would cost relatively

to weight.

Mr. Ruddock said in his opinion when
Mr. Hazen made the charges that highway
bridges cost so much more per pound
than railway bridges he could not have
known .very well what he was doing. In
theopinion of the witness, highway bridges
guch as built in New Brunswick ought to
cost double as much as railway bridges.

Mr. Ruddock had visited Charlestown
bridge with Prof.. Swain had spoken of.
e had done s0 as comparison had been
made between it and some bridges he had
constructed. @ The Charlestown bridge

was a plate girder bridge and similar to.

some of our railway bridges and: there

was no comparison between the plate gir-

der work on it and the work on Blackville
bridge. He had also seen the Boston sub-
way, which was composed 'to a great ex-
tent of heavy beams and channels: He
was of the opinion that an eye beam in
subway would weigh five times as much
as one in the Trueman Pond bridge. He
aleo thought the cost per pound of the
workmanship in the Trueman Pond bridge
would be six times as great as on the sub-
way at Boston and there would ,be more
money in building the subway at three
cents per pound than a bridge like the

| Blackville one at 6} cents per pound.

This concluded Dr. Pugsley’s direct ex-+
amination. « | .
. Mr. Laforest conducted the cross-exam:
ination of witness, who said in taking a

job like a subway at 3 cents he thought’
he could make half a cent per pound on'

it. Had visited the Charlestown bridge
about ten days since. He did not .know
of any highway bridge in New Brunswick
which would cost ~ less than a railway

 bridge. Of the three bridges built by him

Blackville was the most cost'y, Mill Cove
came next and Trueman Pond was the
cheapest. He had no claim against the
government for work done on any bridge
cxcept Blackville and on' this bridge “the
government wanted $300 or $400. for his
share of the cost for erection; but he de-
clined, as he had understocd he was to
construct it 6 1-2 cents f. o. b. cars.

A few more questions by Dr. Stockton,
Mr, Laforest and Mr. Hazen concluded

| the cross-éxamination cf the witness.

“Tn reply to a question by Dr. Pugsley,
the ‘witness daid the cost of forging. eye
bars varied from 6 to 8 cents per pound,
but depended ,upon the amount of .labor

on them. He did not agree with Mr. Brown,

flio had given evidence that the worls,on
the Blackville bridge was not well dome.
He was friendly in a politically way to
Premier Kmmerson but that had never
influenced their business dealings. This
concluded Mr. Ruddock’s testimony.

Tr. Pugslev put in evidence the contraets
gent by Prof. Swain, of Boston, and hand-
ed ‘in by Mr. Hazen. The''subway ‘con-
tiact showed: it -was only for the- delivery
of metal at. Boston :Comon, not for erec-
tion. The Charlestown bridge showed that

fthe strueture was composed of all plate

g'rders and much heavier thar highway
bridges.

Mr. Roy’s blue . print stalement of
bridges built by the Hamilton Bridge Com-
pany was mext taken up by Dr. Pugsley

and from it he showed fronb,,the Jizi given

the 40 bridges mentioned did not include

Jumber in the contract and on 17 more the

company represented by Mr. Rov had not
included -the erection of the bridg-s.

Mr. Hazen said the evidence of Mr. Roy
would ghow he had made opposite state-
ments to that and Dr. Pugsley replied

1that Mr. Roy must then have mads a

misstatement, as his evidence did not cer-
tainly correspond with the statement on
the chart in_this regard. '

Tt was then agrced to adjourn until 8
o’clock tomorrow evening, when Premier
Emmerson will probably take the stand.

Mr. Arnold, who is expected at noon
Thursday, will probably follow Mr. Em-
merson.. .

The law committee considered a bill re-
lating to the issuing of executions in the
local court of Moncton and recommended
it with amendments.

Fredericton, April 4—Owing to business
in. the legislature requiring the members’
attention it was nearly 9.30' this evening
when Edward N. Lockhart was sworn as
a witness for the defence. He resided, he
said, at Moncton and was employed as
bridge repairer on the Intercolonial Rail-
way. He was employed for 24 vears, first

as a blacksmith in the engineering depart- |

ment and during the last eight years as
vepairer and erector in the bridge depart-
ment. He had erected nine bridges and
repaired a number. He had charge of a
crew of men. He recently examined the
Sussex, Hampton and Campbell. bridges.

He arrived at Sussex Monday evening,”

from thence went to the Campbell bridge,
then to the Hampton bridge. Mr. A. E.
Peters and Mr. Thomas Sefton went
with him. The witness said he looked
over the bridges but took no measure-

ments. The Campbell bridge was not of

the same class as the Hampton and Sussex
bridges. From plans of bridges which' are
on the wall of the committee room the
witness explained the plans of the Camp-
bell bridge in detail and showed its
superiority over the Hampton and Sussex
bridges. The witness gave the deseription
in a way which would convince any person
that he knew his business. Continuing,
the witness said that the Campbell bridge
is ‘of a much superior class to the Sussex
or Hampton bridges. He could not agree
with a witness from Bostan who stated
the Sussex bridge was superior. The
Campbell bridge was of better design and
the connections were made better.

Labor and workmanship as a whole on
the Campbell bridge relatively to weight
would be three times as great. |

A great deal of difference between the
Campbell and Sussex bridges, ‘the former,
in the witness' opinion, being very super-
ior.

Cross-examined by Mr. Baxter, Mr.
Tockhart said none of the parties who
examined the bridges mentioned with the
witness made measurements. The witness
did not see the plan of the Sussex or
Hampton bridges. Both of these bridges
were good samples of their class. He did
not see any unnecessary riveting or work
that was unnecessary on the Campbell
bridge. .

The witness said there was more work
on the railway bridges nowadays with the
camel truss than the straight truss.©

To Dr. Pugsley, witness stated the quan-
tity of labor on the Campbell bridge was
greater than on the Sussex or Hampton
bridges, and the first named was a first-
class structure.

The chairman stated that after having
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heard evidence of Messrs. Peters and Lock-
hart he almost thought it would have been
well to visit some of the bridges under
‘consideration.

Thomas Sefton was next called at 11
o’clock and examined by Dr. Pugsley. He
said he was foreman bridge man on the
1. C. R. He was in the employ 30 years.
In the first place he worked on construec-
tion and was sent here from England to
represent an Knglish firm in connection
with iron bridges. He had had other posi-
fions besides. Had also had charge of the
cantilever bridge at St. John and was at
the site inspecting the erection for the
company who built the bridge. He had
large experience in bridge work both here
and in ‘England. ° P

At the request of Mr. Peters witness
had visited the bridges described. by M¢.
Lockhart. He had in the first place found
the Sussex and Hampton bridges all that
were required. The Campbell bridge de-
sign was more expensive. i

This witness also referred to the plans

about the same manner as Mr. Lockhart
had done. He had' seen hundreds of
bridgesiand congidered the Campbell bridge.
floor the best he hHad seen.” '~ =~ i

He thought the factor of safety was in
the Campbell bridge, as on small bridges
labor must be saved on them whenever
possible. The Campbell bridge was a
much more costly designed bridge and a
superior bridgé! both#in design and worksy
manship. He had erected hundreds of
bridges and never saw: a better one. .The
witness had served under Mr. Archibald
and had a large experience under him.

To Mt: Baxter the witness said hé had
erected a good many highway bridges in
both this and the old country. The high-
way bridges he had erected on the 1. C. R.
were of a different class.

He did ‘not find the bars of the Camp-
bell bridge loose. I1f there had been imn-
perfect- boting 'in" a bridge he would have
noticed it. If hole was too large it would
affect the bars.. .. . - . |

To Dr. Pugsley the witness said he:
would be surprised to hear that the Sus-

bridge.
This cancluded, the wjtness’ evidence and,
adjournment whs made wuntil tomorrow

on the“stand. =~ /

DOMINION PARLIAMENT.

Ottawa, April 3—In the house today,
Col. Prior bromght up the case of ~Lieut:-
Col. W. W. White, of Guelph, who had
been selected for a four months staff
_course at Kingston Military College. ~His
appointment was cancelled and the reason
given by General Hutton for the cancetla-

tizan, and had taken part in attacks on
the government. Col. Prior made a long
speech on the matter, assuming that the
statement made by General Hutton with
regard to the cause of Lieut.-Col. White’s
removal from the stafl course was correct,
although it is positivély denied by the
minister of militia. General Hutton with-
drew his letter to Lieut.-Col. White after
it ‘had been made public and stated ;that,
the reasons for his removal were that he
was not in active demand, was bver: age
and was physically incapacitated.

Lieut.-Col. White was born in October,
1843.. His physical igcapacity consisted bf
the loss of part of one of his hands.  His
term of service had expired, although it
had been extended two years by the min-
igter ‘of militia.

Hon. Dr. Borden answering Col. Prior,
denied ‘that he=had-introduced politics-in~
to the militia. He cited the officering of
the contingents now in South Africa as
a proof. As for the reasons given by Gen-
eral Hutton for Col. White's dismissal,
there was not a word of {ruth in the
statemént that it was due-to political
reasons. The list of men selected by Gen-
"eral Hutton for the staff course had not
been submitted to him. It was published
in his absence and e (Borden) had struck
out the names of Cols.. White and "Vince
from the list, as both of these men were
too old. In England, he pointed out, that
the staff course is limited to men under
35. The first infimation he had of Géneral
Hutton’s letter was when a copy of it was
_handed - to him by Mr. McMullen. . He
immediately sent for lis secretary and
sent him to Lieut.-Col. Foster, chief staff
officer, asking him for the original of
the letter. ‘He was refused a sight of the
letter, and Lieut.-Col. Foster- also. refused
to come to him, stating that he could
‘not do so without the general’s orders.
He learned that the general had given him
an order nét-to see the minister of mil-
itia without his knowledge, or to.show-the
minister any of the. military correspond-.
ence, and that if he or Col. Aylmer had
an-interview Wwith' the minister they must
report to him what occurred.” He . was:
prepared to justify, the reasons for remov-
ing Col. White’s name from the list. Re-
cently he had difcovered that Col. White
had uttered “sertiments “which no®militia
officer ought to state. “Ie had said we had
a disloyal element in Canada in  .the
French whom we might some_day have to
fight. No man ought to be allowed ‘1o
remain an officer who would say such a
thing. R : : .
- Col. Vince also was over age and avas on.
the retired list. He challenged any man
to show that he had been actuated chicf-
Iy or to any extent by political considera-
tions in the administration of the affairs
of his department, e, however, proposed
to do justice to his own political friends
and he had done no more than justice to
them. L i

Mr. McMullen; Col. Tisdale, and Mr-
Tyrwhitt .also. spoke.

recess attacking the minister of militia,
upholding General’ Hutton and ¢harging
that the minister of militia had: plunged
the department into a depth of political
degradation never before known.. .

Sir Louis Davies challenged the judg-
ment of the housé:to say if the minister
of militia had not conducted his depart-
ment in a manner above reproach. As for

. General Hutton he did not think that
parliament would tolerate what Mr. Fos-
ter seeméd -to want, the placing-'of the
geneéral: over. the minister of militia. It

would be intolerable that a general should
come here imagining that he had either
superior power or extrangous power. The
general was a subordinatevofficer and un-
der the orders of the minister. The idea
that he held an imperial appointment was
all moonshine. He holds no imperial ap-
pointment; he is merely an official of the

. department.

After  Mr. MecNeill had  inflicted him-
self upon the house, Hon. Mr. Sutherland,
in a vigorous speech, repudiated the re-
sponsibility of the minister of militia for
the . letters. written by Col. Foster.
who had acted under the orders of Gen-
eral Hutton. The latter I;ad worked con-
tinually to injure the minister of militia
and this was merely anothér evidence of |
his insubordination.
motion to adjourn was put.and lost.. .

Mr. Clarke Wallace resumed the debate
.on the budget, speaking until ‘11.30, when
he moved its ddjournment. - ° g v

L Mr. Fishers San ~ose scale bill was pass-
ed through committee and read a third

on the ayall and. tompared the bridges in,

sex bridge was better than the Campbell”

morning, whep Premier Enimggson will go.

tion was that Mr. White had been a par+ |

Mr. Foster continued. the debate after.

At 10 o’clock, ~the.

time and the house adjourned ! mid-
night. .
Ottawa, April 4.—The entire afternoon
in the House was taken up with a dis-
cussfon of the beet root ‘sugar question.
It was brought up jon a motion for copies
of*all correspondence during the year 1899
between the government of Canada and all
parties asking for the encouragement of
the  beet root sugar industry in Canada,
together with copies of any reports made
at any time by parties selected by:the
government of Canada for the purpose.

Dr. Montague was the mover of this
resolution and he made a long and ‘ex-
haustive speech in support of ‘it. He
claimed that the industry should be as-
sisted by a bouhty here as in the United
States.

. Mr. Charlton, in reply, indorsed the
poli¢y of the government in not renewing
the bounty and instanced the case of the
 legiglation of . the Michigan legislature
whichi ‘had ‘conférred a bounty 6f one cent
a pound on beet sugar, and had to repeal
the meagpyre lest the exchequer shonld be
impoverisited by the rapid growth of the
industry.
. * Dr.: Sproule, who had been for years
endeavoring to secure the sancfion of the
government to the bounty plan, was the
next speaker. e asserted that there was
no crop on which the Canadian farmer
could realize as large a return as beets
for sugar manufacturers. lHe was satisfied
‘that there was mnothing to prevent the
farmer from realizing on his crop a clear
profit of $25 an acre. All that was wanted
was a little encouragement from the gov-
ernment to get the sugar industry under
way and' the plain means before the gov-
ernment was to allow a small bounty.

The discussion: continued until 6 o’clock
when the order of business changed. There
was no expression of government policy
given.but the action of the government
in putting machinery for the manufacture
of sugar on the free-list is proof that the
government is in sympathy with the
movement. oy

After recess the Gaspe Railway bill was
again considered in committee and went
‘aver at the expiry-of the hour for private
bills.

The, debate on the transportation ques-
tion ‘was resumed by Mr. Charlton, who
‘was followed by Messrs. Powell, Bell (Pic-
tot) ‘and Davin, i i
After this, Mr. Bennet’s motion was
withdrawn and the Heuse adjourned.:
Uttawa, April 4—(Special)—At 5 o'clock
His Excellency . attended the Senate today

vide for the pay of the contingents and to
| the San Jose scale bills.

" tion to be Provided for--Sub-
"scription' List ~for a New Hall
Circulated While the Old One
~_Burned. '

e & i e SR

Kansas City, Md., April 4.--Convention
hall, where the Democratic rauonal con

4,-was laid in ruips in fess ‘han 3¢ minutes
:thia aftérnoon by fire.  ‘‘he tire burned
with such fury that it was cvident ai-
most from the start +hat the stracture
b was \doomed®and the tircinen soon turned
their. attention td sav:ag surrounding pro-
perty. A stiff breeze was plowing and
before the fire was subdiued the Second
Presbyterian church, one of the finest
edifices in the city, the church parsonage,
| the Lathrop: pubiic school, a two storey
thirteen Toom building, all situated across
the way on Central street and a half
bloek of -three storey flat buildings cn
Twelfth street, were totally destroyed.
Reveral residences were damaged and for

1'a time, it was feared that several blocks

of buildings in the residenee district

would go.

The aggregate loss is $400,000, appor-
tioned as. follows: Conventicnal hall,
$235,000; insurance, $155,000; church, #50,-
000, insurcd; parsonage, $15,000; insured;
school, "$35,000 insured for $20,000; Wil-
liamson block, Twelfth street, $60,000, in-
surance, $45,000.

Plans are on foot to rebuild Convention
hall immediately and have it ready for the
Demokratic convention in July. While
the fire was still in progress members of
the Commercial Club, through whose ef-
 forts ‘the hall was built, mingled in the
crowd of spectators and began soliciting
funds for a new structure. This evening
$25;000 had been subscribed and Secretary
E. M. Clendenning, , of the club, called a
mass ;meeting of citizens tor tomorrow to
devise ways and-ameans_ for raising an ad-
ditional $50,000. The Hall Association has
$10,000 in the bank and will have the
$15,000 insurance for immediate use, the
insurance - companies having offered to
waive the usual 60 days limit and make
gottlement on demand. The Kansas City
Lumber Co., that furnished four fifths of
the lumber for the old building, has agreed
to duplicate the order at once at the rate
m existence two years ago and the Min-
neapolis firm that furnished the steel
‘girders for the immense roof have been
asked- to duplicate their order.

The fire started just above the boiler
room where some plumbers had been at
work. There was no fire in the furnace
and the supposition is that the blaze start-
ted from a spirit lamp or by the crossing
of af eleetric- light wire. A still alarm
was. first turned in and by the time the
first engine arrived, ten minutes later,
the whole building was a mass of flames,
and in less than half an hour, the roof, up-
held by massive steel girders that spanned
its 200-feet of breadth, fell with a crash
that sent showers of burning embers in
every direction. The brick Corinthian
columns; lining ‘the building along the
facades on Thirteenth and Central streets,
tottered a few minutes and fell outward
and the hall ‘was & eomplete wreck.

‘A strong wind carried the ilames to the
Second Presbyterian church on ther op-
posite side of Thirteenth and Central
streets and in 40 minutes that structure,
occupying half a block in length, was in
ruins.: The parsonage adjoining and next
the Lathrop school, which was partially
destroyed in the cyclone of 1888 and which
had  been set aside for the use of the
newspaper correspondents during the
coming convention, were attacked sim-
ultaneously and soon nothing but their
walls were left standing. Fortunately the

rooms after the noon hour.

Conventicn hall had been classed as one
of the largest and most perfectly con-
structed auditoriums in the world. The
buildipg was erected in 1898 at a cost of
$235,000, which was raised entirely by
public subscription. It occupied a piece
of ground 314 by 200 feet. It was iwo
stories high and built of native stone,
cream brick and terracotta.

The building was of bridge construction

ed by great steel girders. The total seat-
ing ‘capacity of the building was nearly
20,000 and-with ‘standing room,‘the ‘build-
ing :was capable of- holding more than 22,-
0C0 people.

. broug

1 18th Febrnary:

and gave royal assent to the bills to pro-

The’ Democratic 'National Com)en-_

vention jvas fo ;1dvp bezn Leld on . July ,

school children had not returned to their:

without a column, the roof being support-,

W‘ith' Bullets. o

S ey B - |
Mr. Wt X. Ridfs, of Charlottetown, .
E. 1., has reccived two: more letters fro;n ]
his son, Pte. Riggs, who was killed in
South Africa.” The’ Yettoz‘i:.'& wefe written |
at Paardeberg, Feb. 28, fourtdays gge‘nouu
to his death. % E ik b
He wrote: “We hdvé had a big battle
here at Paardeberg. Poor Roland Taylor :
was killed. - He was shot through, .the :
heazxt, and died instantly. I was with him

when he died, but he did;niot'know me

when I got to him with a stretcher. He
was too far gone when I got there. I did |
all T could for him, -biit ‘it' wds no use. |
He died very peacefully. Fred Waye was
wounded in the leg. Myself and the rest
of the boys are well. We'liavé the Boers
cornered. Don't worry.”

In the second: letter he wrdte: “The
Canadians behaved- ‘splendidly, * Advancing

‘to the_attack as if they were in a snow-

ball fight, and charged right up to the
trenches. We all had’ some most remark-
able escapes and thank God that He
Et us safely - through. The saddest
of all was the death of Roland Taylor. I
had to run the gauntlet along the line of
fire only 200 yards from the Boer position
for 400 yards,tq’get'to Rolly;ithey fired |
on us 50 heavily (there ‘was hngther fellow
named Pascoe, of $ti John, with mé)’ that
we had to lie down ‘and roll away frem
the stretchers, as we were fully exposed
to the fire, being right in the open. How-
ever, we escaped unhurt, thank God.
TRohy’s things are being looked -after, and
11 be taken home to his parents. Capt:
Weeks is all right, apd is doing all he can \,
for us. ‘He had come pretty narrow es-
capes since. Sunday.” aul :
Pte. Hewitt, of “C” Company, Toronto,
writes to his parents of the battle of theé
“[ came through it with-
out a scratch. They say it was one of.the
hardest battles they have had yet. All.our -
boys stood up well to their work. The |
greater part of our boys were wounded |
in the ehiatge that was ordered 'in mistike |
by the cplgnel of the Cornwall.Regimen§,

_who, sad to 83y, was.dne of ihe first to be

killed in the charge. We have Cronje and

"his men in a hole here that he can’t get =
‘out’ of. “We expect to be relieved: after

Cronje’s surrender, a sour surgeon was
telling us that when Lord Roberts was |
going through the hospital and saw .80
many of our wounded he said that we had
stood enough' for colonials, and that he
would have us relieved.” A sty
. Sty . o' 4
Pte. J. R. Dunlop, of the First Cana- '
dian contingent, in a letter to friends in
Toronto describing the first Paardeberg
Drift  fight, says:  “Brigadier-General
Smith-Dorrien said’ to us the day affer
the big tight: ‘Men, T was proud to hear
that the Royal Canadian Regiment was to:
be in my brigade, but my pride has ins |
creased one hundred fold. The coolness |

- with which they went into action and

their formation was to my eye perfect: As '
I stood on yonder hill and watched ‘you
gain ground so rapidly until you reached
the: firing line, I said, By Jove, those are
the fellows/™ " : .

Chester D. MeLaren, writ'ng to London
friends, describes the attack at Paarde-
berg and the hail 6F Bore bullets..: He
says: “It certainly was a warm day’s work
and we only- had a bettle of water and g _
biscuit. We were fighting all day, ‘and. _
just as the sun setting a companion . and
myself made a break from our ant-hill to
another. We got over safély ‘dnd*just &
started firing, when I felt a sharp. pain in
my thigh. I knew that I had been struck
but the ball only went in about one inch
and came out. The wound is very clean.” o

In a letter to 4 friend in _':['orop\to, writ-
ten from Orange - River,” February “25,..
Lieut. Col. Sam Hughes says: “I’turned
the general (Hutton) down.just as soon_,.
as I found he was working against me.
But from the start I thought I was differ-
ent from the rest, in that I would be un- -
der paysand allowance from Canada and
not from Britain. I have had from ‘the
outset the best jobs of any Canadian in
South Africa. Col. Drury, than whom no
finer officer ever existed, had lain in fand
at De Aar for months until he went down
to join his battalion last week. Forester |
was virtually doing second lieutenant's
job, no command. Lessard was without
command but saw some fun on French’s
staff. Ie and I are really the only two
who have seen anything until the boxs got
bagged a week ago. - Cartwright 'was in
the second lieutenant’s job—railway staff
officer—at the very station till a few
days ago, when he went to the front as‘a
galloper on sonve squadron. I am acting
as colonel. Dr: Ryerson is here at this
minute, and had been for .three days. ‘A
staff officer to General Little, an R, R: "~
officer, whose breast’ is _covered . with
medals and ribbons, was' here, aad when-
he was away for three days, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, 1 was in com-
mand of all the camps—Orange River,
Witteputs, Rammah, Zoutpan’s Drift, Bel-
mont. He was good enough to take me
along with him, and I am therefore all the
more pleased. A dozen Canadian officers |
have visitedl me here and seen me in har-
ness, and all seemed pleased at my“good °
luck. I don’t often let fellows like Hut-
ton turn me down, and when I have such’
good friends as I have in Canada, nothing
can* turn me down, especially as I am in
this case in every instance in the right.
If ‘I turn up my toes’ as our boys.did a
week ago, well, remember only what vir-
tues I may have had.” <

Paris Exposition Bills -

Washington, April 2—The president today
sent td the Senate a dtatement from Com-
missioner General Peck showing the ex-
penditures made by the commission. fo. -
the Paris exposition during last year. The .
total outlay was $240,663. In his letter‘of
transmittal Mr. Peck says ‘the ~United
States will be represented at the exposi:
tion by 7,000 exhibitors .. . Loni g

Another of the Fleet In.

. v ISR —

St. John's, Nfld., April 2—The sealing
stecamer Neptune arrived from the dce
fields this morning with 35,000. This is
the largest catch yet made. . ¥

The local Knights of Pythias are con-
templating a trip to Detroit in' August
next on the occasion of the annual meeting
of. the supreme lodge and the uniform
rank  there. It is thought ite a few
members, of the uniform rank will go from
here and if a suflicient party be gathered
from the divisions at St. Johun, Moncten,
St. Stephen and other provincial ‘points,
the idea is to take a band of musi¢ aleng.

. Yellow piano , kevs may, he, whitened
by rubbing them' with a cloth dipped’ in
& mixtire of equal proportions of‘aleohol’
and water. e
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