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• expected to find it, but the romance was absent,

and the absence of this enchantment left a 
hole in their lives. «Here, after weeks of voyag­

ing together without seeing a soul, they found what they had sought—the great 
barren tract of wilderness ; the rugged hills, with ragged patches of pine trees 

s, like the half-cast hair ’of a buffalo ; the broad river, 
yet only by the birch canoe of the Red'Indian ; the absence of 
wts the absence of romance as well. Hard work and a hot
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waited for grown great through careful 
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Philip was the first to speak. He was

ling ! But there was no friendly 
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in the northern 
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day.

him an exceedingly 
Charlie,” he said in a low tor 

and the cries from forest and stream were be 
ooked quickly at his companion, who had

good hater, and when he 
pleasant maiden.

good the long
into an inhospitable wilderness. All this day the sun’s rays 
cloudless sky, and blazed up from the parched grass and white rocks, and 
in the forest the very air, which sought shelter under the motionless branches 
of the trees, seemed to pant for breath. Even the broad river which lay 
between its steep banks was covered with a film of heat, and, so oily it 
seemed to have ceased flowing seawards.. All day in the broiling sun two young 
men worked their way up the stream. Early in the forenoon they had reached 

f 11 rapid in the great river : a rapid scarcely perceptible to the eye, I 
only a gradual fall of a few inches. But so swiftly flowed the body 
that the voyagers had found it necessa 
of the day tvas 
mile of river
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The night had fallen, 
Jewell started, and lo 

eyes off the running water.

ce always seem 
J cry that, 
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“ What is that you say 
“ I say it’s a strange, lonesome 
ly. “It always seems to me 
“ For heaven’s sake
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? ” Jewell asked rudely.
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t
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and the remainder 
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of it alre
ary to mal^g a portage, 
ir outfit and canoe alnerlca spent in carrying the 

shore. It proved an almost 
insufferable task. The stones and rocks 
burnt the hand at

ral times on this trip we have unbosomed our innermost opinions of 
one another. I have made a clean 
breast of mine, and I will give you the 
credit of leaving me in no doubt as to 
your opinion of me. Now, as neither of 
us have anything new in that 
close, I suggest we drop the subject. I 

• am in no querulous mood to-night.” 
Temple spoke in an aggravatingly slow 
and quiet way.

“It’s the first tim
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again, the loon, but where it

air with

cry touch, and the 
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Charles Jewell and Philip Temple 
planned the trip they were now on quite 
six months in advance. While attendin 
the University at Toronto they had spent 

hours studying the scantily marked 
orth, reading the exploits 

of Mackenzie and other Hudson Bay 
men, and posting themselves generally on 
travel and adventure in those northern 
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