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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
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KMATIC AS TO THE BAFTIST

RINCITLE
lu following np this question we come
up i soother thing which makes this
waion pertinent, namely, the need
of information ss o Baptist priveiples,
both among others and among ourselves,
Baprists themasives do not anderstand
ay they should their own position, their
swits strength, thelr own history, or the
vitsl importance of their principles to
the world at large.  To the great mxjori-
|ty of us an investigation into tnese
| toings would bring & most surprising
{ revelation. We have never properly
[u[ry‘r-«;inud onrselves, and a8 10 the
spinion held of us by others there never
was a people more misunderstood
| misrepresented. It is lime we ceased to
{ be %0 timid about declaring and defend-
ing our principles. «

In the minds of very many the: Bap-
| tists are a stubborn, narrow-minded set
| of people, exclusive, self-righteous and
bigoted, who are forever harping about
immersion as baptism and muking it &
bobby of more importance than any-
thing else ; who refuse to “ commune "
with anybodr but themselves because
they do not recognize anybody else as
Coristians or at least as being as good
as themselves, and so forth. It js all
sufficiently familisr to us. It avails
nothing to say in reply that Baptist
requirements for the “ communion ” are
exactly the same as those of every other
church, and their baptism only that of
thie New Testament, or that no one is
more ready than they to fellowship
Christians of every name and no name
in every labor of love, in prayer, and in
cordial sympathy, and even at the
Locd’s ui:le when our Lod's own re-
quirements concerning it shali be met,
Bat I will not stop to point out the utter
untrathfulnees of this conception.

However, there must besomething in
these Baptist people ; for see bow. they

every way in spite of the most strennous
opposition. They' are more rigid in
their discipline than most other
churches; it is & harder matter to get
their churches than any otber, and
 refuse many whom other churches
ccept. They are unpopular every whe
and always bave heen, yet what & sweep-
| ing growth they haye made and what &
power they have attained to.. They
e grown from gfYutcast half dogen
this country to ndmber more than |
and a third milliovs, and they
ave wealth and culture, and learning
md to none. Their organization is a
of sand, with absolutely no central
power to hold them together, and yet
| f are as harmonious & body ss ever
Divisions and heresy trials and

| ereed questions that rack other denomi-
uations do not seem to trouble them at
all, A “beretic’ whether in high place

was

+ well under |
ich the whole |
ceriain un- |

on, His

ing or
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whether it is condemning, bat whether
it is true. %
Fuorthermore, we regard the New Tes-
tament ss & perfect and om:ﬁldﬁ revela-
tion of the ol Qniltfn  Docessary

of ing religis

is always directly to the Bible.
eknows little and cares less what the
commentators and church fathers bave
said about it, unless it be some question
of histary or fact which is to be settled
by evid outside the Bible; nefther

| tbings and to be, , implicitly
obeyed. If we may deviate fo one point
we may in another,.and the principle of
cbedience to Christ is lost and becomes
simply obedience to our own will, If I
am not bound strictly to obey Christ in
this matter why should I be in that, and
in that, and wgain in that, until | am

ly beld to nothing, and “my own

them) | swoet will ” becomes the only rule of

| sction. We are no more bound to
| obedience in repentance and faith than
| we are in baptism and church order,
and if 1 can break one of His commands
with impunity I can safely break them
all
Again we believe that the Word of
God was written for men, ‘or all men,
and not for priests and ministers only,
and tif every man, woman and child is
st full liberty and under solemn obligs
tion to read it and to ioterpret it, each
for himself. The Word of God is plsin
enough, so that any one who really
wants to know what God’s will is can
find out with but little trouble, and it
will be no excuse for misbeliel or mis
conduct¥hat we have followed the in
terpretation of another, no mstter how
reat & personage that other may have.

een.

And here, by the way, we have come
upon the reason of our so substantial
unity. We are united because we all
believe the same thing, and believe it,
100, not. bécause someone told us that we
must, but because we found it in the
Word of God, and in our heart of hearts
sooept it as the truth of God; and this
is the only substantial basis of Christian
unity. “Can two walk together except
they be agreed 1”7 Or can you fally sepa-
rate theg if they are n%reed'l Close
proximity is not unity. The intimate
aasociation of people of discordant views
and gonflicting wishes is not harmony,
neither can distance sepsrate those
whose hopes, whose fears, whose aims
are one, whose convictions of truth are
identical, and the ground of whose con-
victions is the sure Word of God. Pat
the breadth of the earth between them
and they are still in harmony with each
other and no force can ly separate
them, This is the reason that this
“rope of sand ” has proven so strong.
It is the strongest ble bond, And
this, t00, is the only possible basis of

L

dots he quote the suthority of same
great man, living or desd, W substant
ate bis position. - He has been tanght to
refer all religions questions directly to
the Bible for soludon and aceept its
voice as final.

Again, we mention the advioe always
given Lo young converts when they ssk
for iostruction in such matters as bap
tism and church membership, waloh is
simply thay they should read the New
Testament on those polota, It is the
old question of Ohrist 1o that other
young man who was seoking spiriioal
guidatice, “ How readest thon " This
in 80 well known that it is sometiooes
called & Baptist trick, We are the ouly
people who dare h“ml the New Tesia
ment {oto the hands of thelr converts
and then tell them this: “Now read that
book carefully, cendidly, prayerfully,
then follow it, Listen to the voloe of
no man, no church, no book but that,
sand then go where it leads you, do the
things therein lald down lndyunlw with
that church which seems to you to be
the most like the one therein described.”
Other denominations dare not tell theit
converts this, for they know too well
where they would go. It is too often
their effurt to persuade the young con
vert that he need not do the things
therein laid down, and to follow men
and books that teach things which are
at variance with the Soriptures.

A story from out West illustrates this
#0 well that I may be pardoned for re-
peating it. A missionary, who was not
& Baptist, found an Indian out there
who could read, and gave him a Testa-
ment. After several weeks the Iudian
came to bim declaring his belief in
Christ and asking for baptism. The
missionary questioned him, and finding

d i

But again they resppeas in & compan
here and there who have resd thd’r
Bibles and csnnot be satisfied with any
of the forma of churoh life which they
aoe sround them, sod from that point
on they geow and multiply. Baptist
charches are the result of & spont

gsibering together of people of the
same mind sotusted by Bible prinol
lew, but established by no man as their
ounder

lo contrasting the simplicity of Bap-
tist organisation with thet of other
churches the ghestion ls irresiatibly sug-
gesiod, have any of these thiogs fo
which they diff ¢ feomn us been an im
provement? Are (hey any strooger,
any more «fli dent, any more harmont
ous, sny more spiritusl than we by
reancy of these things? Are thay bet
ter off with these things or are wo bettar
off without them ! Ty us thie is slaply
o wak whether men's way s wiser thaa
God's way; to sek Il the Holy Bpirit
did or did not really koow what was
beat for all times .m{ all places, snd if
He roally did direct the aposties in their
establishing the visible forms of church
life, wa well as in teaching them the
truths of repentance, faith and sanotifi-
ostlon.  Toe question, it seems 10 us,
needs no snswer,

THE PRINCIPLE A8 APPLIED,

The problem of the Baptist is, there-
fore, very simple. Jesus and His
aposties preached that men should trast
in the COhrist for their salvation; so
therefore do we. When men trusted
then they baptized them, and what
they did in baptizing is very plain;
they led them down intothe water, they
immersed them in the water into the
pame of the Father, the Bon and the
Holy Spirit, they led them up out of the
water, and that was the only “way of
baptizing” they had. The modern way
has been introduced without authority
and retained without blessing. Then
the believers (who had been baptized
every one of them) commemorated the
Lord’s suffering in the “Lord's Supper,”

that he was indeed c
to baptize him. He therefore procured
& bowl of water and was about to pro-
ceed when the Indian inqnired what he
was going to do with that. He replied
that he was going to baptize him.
“Ugh! no big enongh,”” said he, “take
Indian to river.” The missionary then
proceeded to explain that “ that isn’t the
way we do,” that ‘' the amount of water
is not essential,” that “the great msjori-
ty of Christians do not baptize in that
way,” and that “ it made no diifcl;en(‘.@ if
is i i

Christian unity.

Coristians every where throw away théir
human traditions, rules and , and
come at once to the inspired Word of
God, and the present discord and divi-
sion will immediately cease.

Bat to return from this digression.
We have therefore no confession, discip-
line, catechism or creed, save a simple
statement of what we believe the Bible
to teach on some main points, and that
was first published for the information
of outsiders, and is still used as & con-
venient summary of our belief, but not
as & church standard to which we must
subscribe. To us ocouncils, and synods
and church fathers were only hum:
and uninspired, and we base no artide
of faith u their findings. We are
just as infallible as they and indeed
more 80, for we bave light whiocl, they
did not have, and a better knowledge of
the Word of God than wgs possible
to them. The opinions of" the Very.
Reverend Theophrastus Nonesuch, D.
D., LL. D., have for us no authority and
his threats no terror. “‘The teachings
of the church” is an expression we
never use, a sentiment whicn we repudi-
ate, and “ the authority of D ctor 8o-and-
80" is to us an absurdity. “Tothe Law
and to the Testimony ; if they speak
not according to this word it is becanse
there is no light in them.”

We stand at one end of a logical line,
the Roman Catholic church is at the
other, and all other churches are be-
tween the two, although some are nesrer
to us and some are nearer to

historical genesis of our oh as
Shen. S compared with others. Luther in the
of the Ref: ion found it

bi were only satisfied,” &e.,
&o. The Indian listened patiently until
be had finished, and then handed bhim
bagk the Testament with the romark :
“xou give Indian wrong book then ;' me
read um &ll through.”

Bat some one will say: “ Do yon
mean to say that you are the only ones
that receive the Bible as the Word of
God!” O, bless you, no, not by any
means. No indeed! What I mean to
say is that we are the only ones who
raceive as authoritative nothigg but the
Bible. We receive the Bi d the
Bible only ; they receive thé Bible and
something else, and it ie’ just exactly
that something else that makes all the
mischief. It is that something else that
has made all the corruption in church
life, all the discord of to-day, and all the
persecutions and atrocities of days Jaut;
therefore we are afraid of it, and will
have none of it. What is in the book
we are sure of, but what is not in the
book —we do not know what it may lead
to. We dare not take the risk; we will
stick to the book. Why do we not have
these things that others have, then?
They are not in the book. Why no
presiding elders or ruling elders? It is
not in the book. Why no baptism of

, or consecration of altars, or vest-
ments, or candles, or prayers for the
dead, ;or any one of a hundred things
that others have? They are not in the
book, and that is the end of it.

We mention as a farther ymsr the
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Epb. 5: 18,
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5. My son. The wise man now addre
1 disciple, who is 10 him us & son
(hine hear! be wise. Better, becometh
Wisdom 18 inborp in po one. A
Arabian proverb ssys, “The wise ko
how the fool feels, for be himsel!
also once & fool.” second pas
the saying is, “Buta fool knows not
« wise man feels, for be bas never
& wise man.” 1 heard this many 3
a5, from the month of the Ame
missionary Scha filer, in Constantin
Folly s bound up in the beart of ac
sccording to 22: 15, which mu
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T o beoging o he vy s
true, des g h
f life. (E}y heart shall rejoice. Not
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teacher, his parent, even mine.
how much more our heavenly Fatl
‘interested in the welfare of
and rejoices when they dowell. .
16. Ye, my reins (ki m,:)mu"n
Here and elsewhere, the “reins,”
ing among the most inward of th
ward parts” uf::a:ody, ‘m 1:7:
t of the deepes
o t?‘e o When thy lips speak
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and these were their only ordi

All this therefore do we also. Farther-
more, we find that these baptized be-
lievers were gathered in churches, each
with & pastor or sev: "
deacons as their only officers, and that
each chorch conducted its own affairs,
Thus, therefore, we form our churches.
Then we find they were taught to live
godly in Christ Jesus, and this is all ; all
there is of it.

All this, thus far, has come directly
out of our distinctive principle as stated,
namely, that Christ ehall be supreme in
His own church and that we shall simply
do what He requires. You will iy
see that there are involved in this the
following things, each of which is & car-
dinal doctrine of Baptist faith and
through Baptist inHuence has been
largely sccepted by others also, namely :
A spiritual church membership, that 1s,
a bership made up_of

rsons only, those who' are sctually
{:m again; the baptism of belicvars
only, and that baptism immersion; the
Lord’s Bupper only for the baptised ; the
freedom of everyone to interpret the
Bible for himself;" the entire separation

church and state as oocupying two
distinct lr:srel; each church inde-
pendent of é¥ery other; the equal right
of every one in the church to a voice in
its affairs; and the Word of God over-
shadowing and dominating all. This
oombimlfon makes a Baptist church and
is found in no other.

Now we come to the second part of
the text : “If ye knew these things bappy
are ye if ye do them.” When the willot
Christ has been expressed in all theee
matters, are we under no obligation to
regard that will? They tell us that
“there are Christians in all the churches,”
which is very true, but has nothing at
all to do with the oase. They tell us
that “ it is of no consequence,” just as if
anything that our Lord com oould
be of no consequence. They tell us that
fite m‘nu no difference aa long #s our

regard the Bible as supreme authorit;
and admit only what it requires ; lh’

b liah

wegard the church as sup ri
and admit what they please. Either

tion is consistent with itself, although of
course one of them must be false. Bat
all other churches are bétween the two,
and in & position consequently which is
neither logical nor consistent ; and they

y W a new church,
and the Lutheran church of to day is
the result of his eff rts at church-build-
ing. Hesought to throw off the Romish
yoke and Romish corruptions ; to make
the pel free to rich and poor alike
and bring the church back—in shart, to
what he idered to have been the

differ much among "
Some have more Bible and less church,
and some have more church and less
Bible ; but among these there can never
be agreement, for who shall arise with
suthority to declare just what proportion
of each makes the right mixture’ To
be consistent one must go either 1 one
extreme or the other. As a Catholic
priest onoe said to & Baptist pastor, “ In
the end they must either come over to
us, or else go over to you.”

WHAT ARE THE FROOVE?

But now this is & bold stand to take,
and we may properly bie expected to fur-
nish proofs. “We think that a candid fn-
vestigation into facts will reveal sufliclent

rlow, jast seems to drop out by some |
natural process of

in 1, while the church goes |
ame as before. If their dis- |
principle is the explanation of |

NCTT RINCIPL,
| TISTS
{

elimination, and that 1t

let us know what that prinel- |

|

proofs, and we cordially invite the {ullest
nvestigation. Let us indicate some of
he proofs.

© mention, first, the organization of
our churches, their ordinances, dootrines
and life. They will be found to be pat-
terned exclusively after the New {enta-
ment model. We have no othér doo-
trines or ordinances than are clearly
taught in the New Testament, and we

Well, our distinetive principle is the , follow those doctrines and ordinances

| explanation of it, though the declaration | without expanding, curtailing or cliang

mauy. It is simply this; Tug
UTE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST

tice that we speak of a distinctive
principle. not principles, for we have but
.- All other t hat may seem
distinctive y from that. We
inaist that | Christ shall be
King in His own kingdom, Lord in His
own domain, with no rival claimant
either in chureh authority, traditional
practice or individual opinion to dis-
pute His sway, nullify His commands,
or chapge the things which He has ap-
pointed. “ Whatssever He sajth unto
you, do it ” ; and do it without question
or delay. “Ye call Me Master and
Lord, and ye say well, for 50 I am.” We
deny to the church any aathority what-
over to legislate in matters pertaining
to the kingdom. Her place is to follow
and obey. In this position we stand
alone. It is therefore our distincti

J
ixHis [ to be.

{ that principle will create surpriseand | ing them. We do not.believe in “de-
forth centradiction in the minds of | veloping” a practice until it becomes

ast the opposite of what it was intended
It is our constant challenge

| thrown out to all the world to show us

anything in our practices or belief which
does not come directly from the New
Testament, or to show us anything in
the New Testament which we have left
out.

_ We mention next our standard of dis-
cipline, which is the Bible alone. That
is to say, in every case of so-called
“heresy” or anz delinquency of morals,
the reference is always directly to the
Word of God. Ifa moral delinquency
the-charge is always that of ‘immoral”
or “on-Christian condact,” and “if
“heresy,” it is always that of “unscrip-
tural juct.” ere .is never any
specifioation that this is “contrary to
article soand soof our axticles of fith,” or
to “page s0 and 80 of our Book of Discip-
lln»,"x but that it ‘h contrary to

the
of the and by this | diff

P in th
year 69 ; Trejan in 98, and Clovis, kln;
of the Franks, in 496. G.E T

This may seem like aswee
ing st and like a cond A

standard is the matter

i
of everybody but ourselves, but the | ways taken bya

W i ain, the position al-

true Catholic standard before Romish
usurpations crept in. The churoh in
his mind was never anything but & uni-
versal ization under the p i

of and coextensive with the state.
Lutherans are simply followers of Luther
nod his ideas. Calvin sought for a form
of church government which should be
strong and effective, and yet Protestant.
The government of the city of Geneva
seemed to him an excellent pattern and
he adopted it, and the Presbyterian
church is what it is because the govern
ment of meva was what it was.
Wesley did not at first intend to form
any vew church, and he himself lived
and died in the Church of Eogland,
and 80 it came to pass, strangely
mough, thdt the founder of Methodiam
was bhimeel! never & Methodist. His

aim was to infuse piety into the estab
lished chutrch, but it resulted in foundi: g |
» new church. And soeach oneof these |
churches, as well as almost every other
existing church, can be traced as an
historical movement back to some man |
whose life and influence was its begin- |
niog.

And thess men farthermore built
mostly upon models of their own, not
supposing, apparently, that the Lord
Himself bad given sny paltera of a
church ; it seems never Lo have oocarred
to them to search the New Testament
for the model of a church organization.
Having been always aoccustomed to
ecolesiastioal and episcopal, or bier-
archioat™orms, they did not think of
anything different. ButBaptist churches
had no founder save the founder of
Ohristianity iteell. They have had
leaders, but no man ever stood to Bap-
tist churches.in the relation of Lutber
to the Lutheran, Calvin to the Preshy-

an, or Wesley to the Methodist
churches. Their origin was diffrent.
The churches of the apostles’ davi were
jost such as are now called Biptist.
They di d the i
of the age of Constantine. They sprang
ap o before the Reformation in
scattered ions here and there,
with different leaders and somewhat

io any matter

R b Tt
ery deluy
Ollboli%e and Lutheran l“k{

are isfled,” but that
would have justified Baul of Tarsus in
his fierce batred of the first Christisns,
or the kiog of Edom in offering bis own
son as & burnt-offering, or‘the modern
votary in the senseless mummeries of
the Papal church, To us it does make
& difference. When we consider the
obligation of obediently following our
Lord it doers make a difference. When
we see the fearful consequences of ad-
mitting the traditions of men it does
make & diff.rence. When we consider
that the tendency of men is towards sin,
and that the dang'r is always that we
shall drift away from Christ, it does
make a diffirence, and we dare not de-
part from the Word.

Then let others depart if thay must
and will ; let them adopt what is not
commanded and rejsct what is com-
manded if they are bound s to do, and
reap the inevituble feais of it; let them
dispute and distress themselves if the
must over questions of human cre
and matters of man's invention ; as for
us, the way is easy and plain, for we
“hear & voice behind us ssying : This s
the way, walk ye in it 8) have we
ever simed to do, so are we now deter-
mined to do, and that 8> we may ever do
help us, Almighty God.
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Diseases are oftes difficult to remedy,
OF PURE NORWEGIAN COD LIVER
OIL AND HYPOPHOSPHITES
OF LIME AND SODA,
will restore a lost appetite. lost flesh,
and check wasting diseases, especial-

in children, with wonderful rapidity.
oughs and colds are easily killed by a
fow doses of this remarkable remedy.
PALATABLE AS MILK. Besureto get
the genuine, put up in salmon-colored,

wrappers.

Prepared only by Boott & Bowne, Bellevills,
THE CANADA

Sugar Refining Co.

(Limited), MONTREAL,
Murvracrunms oy Reriesp Sueass or vum
WELL-SNOWN BRAND

Of the Highes: Quality and Purity.
Made by the Latest F'rocesses, and Noewest and Pest
Machinery, not surpassed anywhere

LUMP SUGAR,

In 50 and 100 [b bones.

““CROWN " Granutated,
Special Brasd, the

finest which can be made.

EXTRA GRANULATED,
Very Bupsrior’Quality

CREAM SUGARS,
(o dried).
YELLOW SUGARS,

il Grades and Btandards
SYRU

PS,
OF Wl Grades In Barrela and balf Barvels

SOLE MAKERS

OF high-class Syrups in Tins, 11b. and &ib. caeh

HACKNOMORE

Colds,
CURES § Coughs,
Croup.
205¢c. and S0c. a Bottle.
T. HBARKER & SONS, 8t J }

. B,
8. MoDIA RMID, "
BROWN & WEHB, Halifax,
SIMSON BROS. & 00, *

Prepared by G. A MOORE, St. John.
WEDDING RINGS!

In plain Gold, 18 k. fine. All sizes
and weights. We guarantee them to
be as represented, and sell them 25 per
cent. under usual prices.

L. L. SHARPE, } 2 sock s,

ST. JOHN, N. B.
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things. As the fruit of & right
md%dn man. Words are the e
outlet for the inmer life, and,
rightly jndged, declare what the s

Tue Youse Max witH A Furus
sinvEs THE EvyEcTs OF DiFwl
COURSES OF va;‘x;o.ln. ‘I;d ‘;ol lll:::]
envy, look lop| y, ©
of girmen. At gnt sight they
times seem to be more prosperot
have ter pleasures nm‘:‘ the go
that the saying hssarisen, “ Be
you will be bsppy, but not ha
muchfan” “When Socrates was
what was most troublesome to
men, he replied, ‘ The prosperity
wicked.! Here, then, is & greal te
tion. It needs an sntidote in
There is no reason for %h ﬁ;vkyu

not truly happy. C]

?xr:m the m{u&dg‘;’ the duk»diui
of the heart is concealed from us.
be thow in fear of the Lord. Th
not of cow&rdioe or r.apnl:{‘on, k
everence that recognizes the

. ess of the Lord, the da
disobeying Him, and the blessed
dwelling underthe shadow of His
All the long. One is not axt
vant of who is ome only oc
ally, as one does not belon%l'lo a
who merely goesonce in s whilet!
the building.

18. For surel;

future which

there is an ¢
right dll o:'iim w:]
the present ; there is & ous
in ll‘:)e days to come of the seed
amid self-denials afd trials ; and
future the expectation shall not be

19. Here thou, my son, and
Listen to advice, and look at the
of the two courses.

IiiusreaTiON. The ancient
fancied that on & certain shore dy
beautiful sirens, who sang 80 chi
ly that the seamen sailing by °
tracted almost irresistibly to th
where their vessels were wreoke
hidden reefs. Even the wise
did not dere to sail past these
without binding himself to th
and Orpheus could umf: only |
ing sweeter music on bis lyx
shores were lined with wrecks
bleaching bones of those who ha
ed to the sirens' seductions.

HrxEers our oF Bap CoMraxy
not among winebibbers. Who
ing their guﬂu and souls for th
temporary plessures, which has
at the bottom of the cup. Amon
eaters of flesh. - Glottons at feast
merely for pleasure, and who
company snd gluttonous eating,
ing their birtbright of healtb,
acter, and immortality for &
pottage.

21, For.

cause the results of their con

ain. He that goes into bad ¢
ﬁln already more than balf fall
drunkard and the glulton shal
poverty. Drinkivg is the natu)
site of bard and honest work. ¥

love of it takes possession of s

is sure to become a useless ax
> ductive mewber of society. A

peoplearein the end an incs
their wealth declines, their

pess over to soberer rivals, U

ties of hnin‘ and mu]-ole nd'v

8 r. This is partly owing

t:r oration of mind and body

sults from the excessive use

lants ; but it is still more due ¢
cause. And drowsiness. “The
long sleeping, which necessaril
alife of riot and revelry.” “Th
nation and unfitness fcr work,
from night revelry.” The argt
favor of dri , the real res
men drink, are (1) pleasure,
influences, (3) the deadening
the ence and the
evil. The arguments ag:
numersble and weighty.
curity of the habit is incre
leads to the destruction of eve
God hees mercifully gi
from danger and

us
h life. The ready
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ADDRESS—20 UNIVARSIYY STREET, MONTARAL.

o ASTLE & SOX
&< MEMORIALS ARD
<%, LEADED GLASS
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