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BlBLE LESSONS

SECOND QUARTER.
(Condensed from Peloubet's Select Notes.)

Lesson IT. April 10. Ps. 2: 112
THE KING IN ZION,

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Blessed fare all thvv thn\ put their

trust in Him,"—Ps.

EXPLANATORY. 2

I. A PICTURE OF THE SCENE ON EARTH.
THE NATIONS ARRAYED AGAINST Gobp
AND His SoN Jrsus.

1. Why do the nations (A. V.
heathen’). All the nations besides the
Israelites ; and now all
not of the true Israel of God, and do not
love and serve Him. Rage.
Hebrew verb is not expressi® of an in-
ternal feeling, but of the outward agita-
tion which denotes it. There may be

an allusion to the rolling and roaring of

thesea. It expresses the impatient and
rebellious actions and feelings of all the
wicked against the government and law,
and often the providence of ¥God,
will not have this man to rule over us.”

The people. The same as the nations
above. Imagine. To devise, to scheme,
to plot. Used in the old English sense,
now obsolete. A vain thing. It was

vain (this resisting God), not only be
cause there was no true ground of res-
son why they should imagine or do such
a thing, but vain also because they
labored in vain, they could not do it

The Pealmist in vision looks upon the
nations and sees them doing their ut
most to destroy the kingdom of the
Messiah. There has been no time when
the picture was not true. In David's
time, in Christ’s time, in our time, the
picture has the same, only in
varied circumstances, and with varied
weapons

A Vaix Tuixa

been

A medal was struck

by . Diocletian, which still remains,
bearing the inscription, “The name of
Christians being extinguished.” And in

Spain two monumental pillars were
raised, on one of which was written,
“Diocletian, for having extended jthe
Roman Empire in the Enst and the
West, and for having extinguished the
name of ( hnulmnn who hmughL the re
public to ruin ' ; on the other, “Dioclet-
1an, for having every whereabolished the
uupvmmmn of Christ.” A modern
writer has elegantly obscived : “We
have here a monument raised by Pag-
anism over the grave of its yanquished
foe; but in this the people imagined a
vain thing. Sofar from being deceased,
Christianity was on the eve of its final
and permanent triumph, and the stone
guarded asepulchre as empty as the um
which Electra washed with her tears.’

The kings of the earth. The leaders,
n;wnkmg und acting for the naunun

. Assume delik

hn)bulv atutu(lv. . The rulers. The poom'
parallel of kings ; and adding all those
who by talent and superiority are the
natural leaders of men.
together., Devise schemes, consult to-
gether. The wicked are not only op-
posed to God and His religion individu-
ally, but all through the ages they have

been plotting and scheming how Jto

overthrow them. Against the Lord and
His anvinted. Against both, because in
reality they are one. 'Whosoever op-
poses and rejects Christ, rejects God.
His  anointed. The one whom He
anointed. The original word here is
“Messiah,”” the Anointed One, to which
.the word “Christ” is the Greek equiva<
lent.

8. But the singer
gathering host ; he hears their menace
of rebellion. Leat us break their bands
asunder (i. e., those of Jehovah and His
Christ), ete. The metaphor is borrowed
from restive animals which break the
cords, and throw off the yoke (see Isa.
58: 6; 10: 27. Cast away thewr cords.
The same ides under another form ; the
restraints of their suthority, the laws
of their kingdom ; the cords (twisted

ipes, stronger than bands) referring
ﬁ;{ to that which would bind them as
prisoners, but to the ropes or thongs
which bound oxen “to the plough, and
hence to that which would bind men to
the service of God.

II. A VIRION OF THE SCENE IN HEAVEN

From all this wild tempest of confus
ion upon earth, from the trampling of
gathering armies, and the pride of
kingly captaios, and their wnnh\ of
haughty menace, the poet turns his eye
to heaven, There, on His everlasting
throne, sits the Almighty King, in
whose sight all nations and kings are
but as a drop of the bucket

4. He that siteth in the heavens.
who resides and reigns in heaven,
calm ‘tranquility, infinitely
reach of His raging foes. Shall laugh
Not in mockery or contempt, but in
His conscious power over them 1o frus
trate all their designs,. We would say,
‘He smiles at their rage 8o “theship

not only sees the

God
in
above the

laughs at the storm.”” The Lord. Notice
that here the word is in small letters,
while in verse 2 it is in capitals. There

it is the translation of Jehovah, in which
case it is almost always, in our English
Bibles, printed in capitals
the word for Lord or Sovereign.
have them in devision. Expressing tho
same iden as “shall laugh?’ There is a
great comfort here for all reformers, all
workers for God. We have opposition
and must expect it.  Evil ig strong, ac-
tive and boastful ; it seems to have its
own way ; but our God is mightier still,
and in l}tis victory shall be our own.

5. Shall He speak unto them. The
change in the rhythm of the original is
worthy of notice; it becomes full and
sonorous, rolling like the thunder. We
seem to hear the thunder's roll and see
the lightning flagh. “The thunder is
God's voice ; lhn- heaven is His impreg-
nable fortress.” ~ In His wrath. Not
passion, as human anger often is, but
iniense indignation against sin; an in-
dignation which every good person must
feel m view of the terrible evils and
injuries of gin ; and God most intensely
of all, because He is most good in His

Shall

nature, and sees most (’lmrli the evils
of sin. Wrath expresses the punish-
ment of sin.  Ver them. Strike terror

into their guilty souls by the assertion
of His divine purpose to enthrone His
Son in Zion, and give Him the nations
a8 His -ul‘-_wcln to be broken with a rod
of iron. Sere displeasure. A stronger,
more terrible word than “wrath,” above.

8. Yet have I set My king. In the

words “ Vet I" (the pronoun is emphatic

“the
ople who are

The

“We

Take counsel

in the Hebrew) we have the central |

truth of the Psalm. They may plot and
rebel and oppose all they please, but in

spite of it all God’s king shall rule aver |

all. Have sel. Have constituted or |
creatcd (enthroned. as king). My king, |
Not a king, nox even the king, but My
king, one who is {o reign for ) 6, and in
indissoluble union with Me, so that His
reigning is identical with Mine.
My holy Will of Zion. Zion
fortified hill, the stronghold, where was
David’s royal palace (and where He
rlmod the ark and the tabernacle). Its
oftiness and strength, its kingly and
sacred character, made it the centre and |
heart of Jerusalem, and the religion and
polity of Israel, the source of its hopes,
Joys and hlmnfn and as
was the heart and centre of all the hopes
of mankind, 80 Zion is described as “the
joy of the whole earth.”.

ITL. Tae Messial ProcrAiys His Di-
vINE AvrHoriTY. A sudden change of
speakers takes place. The Bon, the
Anocinted King, appears and proclaims
1,).:, Father's counsel concerning Him

I will tell of the decree, The new
Iaw of His kingdom. He reigns not by
the will of man, but by the grace of
God ; not by right only as the Son of
Jehovah, but by covenant and promise
likewise. The decree follows, but was
{)rminnnly made to David (28am. 7 : 14)

n substance the decree was uttered in
every promise of the. Messiah, from
Adam onward. God does nothing hap-
hasard. Everything is planned, The
Lord (Jehovah) said wnto me, Thow
"u son ; this day have I hegotten thve

“This day have I given to thee, not ex
istence, which is presypposed, but & new
existence, a new career, a throne of the
world, and all that is or will be in it
What day ? The day when the promised
dominion over the world began (Aots
18: 38; Rom, 1:4), or generally, the
day on which Christ commenced the
work which eventuated in His everlast
ing dominion

tak of Me. A poetical figure by
which is represented God's willingness
to give His Ancinted the kingdoms of
the world, The conditions are, ask.
Even Christ prays the ;Father, and re
ceives for the asking; because He is
the example and leader of all saints. [
will give Thee. He, aa it were, transfers
them to Christ, because only through
the Messiah can the nations become the
loyil kmgwlmn of God. Thine inheri
tance . . y possession. Inheritance,
by right as heir; possession, by acquisi-
lmn as moral conqueror.

Thou shalt break them. Not to be
vxplnixml as a description of the habitu-
ally severe rule of the Messiah, but as a
pmphvv;, of what must happen if the
nations persist in revolting from the
npr-muwl king.

Tae Psamist's EXHORTATION.
10. Now therefore be wise. In view of
the fact that the Messiah’s kingdom and
its principles are bound to triumph, be-
cause God and all the powers of the uni-
verse are on his side, and all opposing
powers must be destroyed. Be instruct-

ed. By the facts announced. Kings .
judges. All rulom and lt-mi(ng of the
people. Whoever is wise is ever learn-

ing, receiving-instruction. This is the
mark on the torehead of the wise, that
they wish tolearn from every source, and
are glad to hear good advice.

11. Serve the Lord (Jehovah) with fear.
Reverence and awe opposed to a care-
less, thoughtless servicy. This must be

the choiece of every wise person. And
rejoice. Serving ithe Lord leads to re-
Jjolcing before Him. Obedience ryields

peace of conscience, without which there
can be noreal joy. With trembling. A
trembling solicitude becomes jnen who
are coming back from sueh a rebellion.
Trembling does not imply lack of faith,
but only & realization of the momentous
issue at stake, of the dangers escaped,
and the blessedness gained. Noone ean
realize what is at stake in bis salxation,
and not rejoice, and rejoice with tremb-
ling.
12, Kiss the Son. An ancient method
of doing homage or allegiance to a king
(18am. 10: 1), Even in modern Euro-
pean courts the kissing of the hand has
this significance ; it means, own him ae
your sovereign. It expresscs a loving
rejoicing homage ; the allegiance of the

heart. The Son. The Measiah, the Son
of God. Another translation is admis-
sible (with Jerome), “proffer pure
homage, worship in purity.” Lest He
be angry. Asinvemse 5. A vehement
resentment against perverse disobe
dience and treachery is as clear a
characteristic of the Messiah as a merci
ful compassion toward the contrite
Perish in the way. Lose the way, i. e

to happiness and heaven; or perish by
the way, &. e. before you reach your des
tination. They muat perish who will
not own Christ as king. For His wrath
will soon be kindled. 1t is folly to delay
for ere long you will be exposed to the

wrath of the Lamb, if you will not ac
cept of His love. Blessed are ali the
ete. As with the dangers He would

warn men, so with the glories and bless
edness of His service He would attract
them, using every method to persuade
men to be His disciples. Those that
trust Him are blessed now and hereafter,
~blessed in body and spirit, blessed as
sons and heirs of God, with His ¢ 1
love and joy nu.x.mrm:. r and home

They Agreed Then and Aﬂex

A Baptist minister took ch:
parish near Boston, where he knew that
one man was decidedly opposed to his
pastorate.  Soon after his
Rev. Mr. X, (-nllmi upon Mr, A Bro-
ther,” said he, “ I hear that you think I
am the wrong man to be the pastor of
this church.”

“Well, to be frank,” replied Mr. A.,

I do think that another would have

lll]ml the place better.”

Now LL]\L is just what I think,” sail

the puu)r. “But_as long as we hold

this opinion in opposition to the majori-

ty of the parishoners, let’s try tobe un-
selfish and make the best of it.

After that call, Mr. X. never had a
firmer friend
pion than Mr!

~—Boston Herald.
o

= For years had dyspepsia of the
worst kind ; great an and distress after
eating ; got 80 bad, could neither eat or
sleep; consulted several of the best
g:{-icunn, got medicine from each;

y gave temporary relief; then dis-
covered the great value of K. D.C.; took
it a short time ; result- ncumplvw restor
ation to health. P. Kixa,

Insurance Agvm, Trum N. 8.
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THE RAIN AND THE DEW.

| “Thou hast fallen,” swid the Dewdrop
To & sister drop of rain

“But wiit thou, widdvd to the dust,
In banishment romain?”

“Nay, Dewdrop, but «non with thee—
The lowlier barn than I—
Uplifted shall 1 seek again
My native home the sl

— John 1. Tubb, 8. Times.
i S
A SBister's Influence

Some years ago, #s I sat on the piasza
of a summer hotel, says a writer in the
Raw’s Horn, I noticed among the crowd
—a party of young people—two or umvo
pretty girls and as many nice young |
men, all ¢ waiting for the mail.”

_"Oh, dear!” said nu- prettiest of the |
girls, impatiently, “why don't they

Are yon expecting & letter, Mr.
' and she turned 10 8 tall youth

He amiled

“I'll get one surely,” he said. “Iv’s
my day. Just this partioular letter al-
wiys comes. Nell is awfully good ; she's
my sister, you know, and no fellow ever
had a better one.”

The pretty girl laughed, saying, as he
received his Jetter, flarry would think
| be was blessed if 1 wrote onoe s yes

Gradually the others drifted away, but
Frank Allison kept bis place, scanning
eagerly the closely-written sheets, now
and again laughing quietly. Finally he
slipped the letter into his pocket, and
rising, saw me,

“Good moming, Miss Williams,"” he
said, cordially, for he always had a
pleasant word for us older people.

“Good news ?" | qut'nlitulull, smiling.

My sister's lettcrs always bring good

5
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“By a thorough knowladge of the nataral laws
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o of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to stiack wherever there is a weak

Sold

news,” he 1. “She writes such
jolly letters.”

And, unfolding this one, he read me
scraps of it— bright nununp with here
and there a little sentence full of sisterly
love and carnestness. There was a steady
light in his eyes, as half apologizing for
“hnnug me,"” he looked up and said quiet-

‘Miss “nhumu ifever I make any
l.hm;~ of & man, it will be sister Nell's
doing.”

And, as Ilooked at him, I felt strongly
what a mighty power “Siater Nell” held
in her hands—just a woman's hands,
like yours, dear girls, and, perhaps, no
stronger or better; but it made me
wonder how many “rls stop to consider
how they are using their influence over
these boys, growing so fist toward man-
hood, unworthy or noble as their sisters
choose.

There is_but one way, dear girls; be-
gin at onde, while they are still little
boys at the home circle, ready to come
to “sister” with nvryllung Let them
feel that you love them. These great,
honest boy hearts are both tender and
loyal, and if you stand by these lads now,
while they are neither boys nor men,
while they are awkward and heedless,
they will remember it when they be-
come the courteous, polished gentlemen
you desire to sce them. Do not snub
them ; nothing hurts a loving boy’s
soul mofe than a snub, and nothing
more effectually closes the boy hen:
than lhuughlh 8 ridicule.

o ~
-If you bave a hacking cou h uml
keepa you awake at night, send 12 cents
in stamps to G. A. Moore, (-lu-mist, St
John, N. B., for a box of Hacknomore
losenges. He will send them to you by | |
mail. They give immediate relief.

—Dr. J. er, Dorchester, says
“ Have prescribed Puttner's Emulsion
with good results m pulmonary, scrofu-
lous and wasting diseases. Especially
pphmhlr to children, lnn‘): 80 easily
taken.”

— To THE pEAF.—A person cured of
duy\ﬁnu and noiscs in the head of 28
years' standing by a simple remedy,

will send a description of it free to any
»erson who applics to Nicrorso, 80 St.

Yohn St., Montreal.
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